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CHRISTIANS AT MHOW.

BY THE REV, NGRMAN H, RUNSKLL, B.A.

Mhow, Central India. —There was held dur-.
ing the Christmas week, Dec. 28 and 29, in
Mhow, a Christian convention, or mela, as it
is called in the language ot the country, winch
was probably one of the most unique and pro-
miusing events in the history of our mission,

The convention was held for the purpose of
hringing the Christians of Central India to-
gethe: to discuss practical religious qrestions,

* A programme of subjects for discussion had

beea carefully prepared embracing al! phases
of mission work., Representative men were
chosen from the different stations to introduce
the subjects by reading papers. In Mhow
extensive preparations were made for the re-
ception and accommeodation of visitors ; teats
were erected and other rooms fitted up suffi-
cient to accommodate all comers.

Many arrived on Wednesday evening, the
27th, to witness the formation of the Mhow
Christians into an organized congregation by
the lndore Presbytery. The others camne early
Thursday morping. The convention was
thoroughly representative. Large contingents
came from Neemuch and Rutlam, though the
former is 169 miles away ; the Ujjain Chris-
tians turned out almost ¢z masse; a good dele-
gation came from the new Christian commun-
ity in Indore ; Barwai and Manpur were not
unrepresented. And all came at their own
charges.

The convention was eathusiastic and unani-
mous. No partisan spirit, no jealousy was to
be seen. Everyone seemed desirous to hear
as well as be heard. Fifteea minutes for papers
and three mioutes for speeches gave ample
variety, if the bill did cut some speakers short,
and they all 10 consequence spoke more terse-
ly and pointedly than is usual in this land of
talkers.

Thursday and Friday morning the day was
opened by an hour of prayer—an hour of brief
exhortation and earnest petition.

Our meetings were held in the large new
church building, and it was geoerally com-
fortably filled with Christians and a few out-
siders.

The first meeting was led by Rev. Mr.
Campbell in a paper setting forth bnfly the
history and aim of our mission. This was
followed by papers on school! and medical
work. Oae of the best and most keenly dis-
cussed papers was read by Mr. Johory, of In-
dore, on ‘* The Independence of the Christian
Church in India, How to be Lffected.” Papers
on ‘‘ How to Study the Bible,” and ¢* Temper-
ance ” and * Debt " succeeded this.

All the meetings were in Hindi with the ex-
ception of that on Thursday evening which
was an evangelistic meeting for English-speak-
1ng natives conducted by Major E. Owen Hay,
and addressed by Mr. F. H. Russell, Dr.
Woods and Mr. Aoketell. Next day we had
papers on “ How to Develop a Missionary
Spirit in the Church,” ¢ Giving,”" ¢ Christian
Life as a Power in the Conversiou of the
Heachen,” ¢ Sabbath Observance,” and “ Re-
ligious Training of the Young.” The time
for the question drawer passed altogether too
quickly and many questions had to remain un-
answered.

Perhaps the two finest meetings of the mela
were those held on Fridayeveniog. At half-past
four o'clock the Christians separated into three
bauds and marched through the streets sing-
ing their native hymns and aonouncing the
meeting. In this way a large crowd was gath-
ered to the number of about 500, who were
packed into our church building till it could
hold no more, and we had to have an over.
flow meeting of 100 more on the street outside.
This immense gatheriag was addressed by
some of our veteran workers, Balaram, of Nee-
much; Khan Singh, of Indore, and others.
God alone knows the resuits. A meetng hike
this cannot be managed here as at home, nor
can the result be as easily ascertained. They
heard the Gospel sung as well as spoken, they
saw the enthusiasin of Christianity, they saw a
larger gathering of Christian people than they
had probably ever seen before, and they had
a practical object lesson as to the difference
between a Christian mela and their own
heathen orgics. At the close of this meeting

the room was cleared and the Christians gath-
ered together to celebrate the Lord’s supper.
It was a long meeting and it followed two hard
and busy days of solid work, but a sweet feel-
ing of peace and quietness seemed to steal
over the congregation with the opening prayer.
It was a real sacramental feast, and we all
felt that God was there to sanction and add a
parting blessing to our convention. We were
loth to separate ; 1t was 1n the minds of some
to remain and hold a prolonged praise meet-
ing, but time forbade, as most of the visitois
were leaving that evening.

We had a grand mela ; the Christians thor
oughly enjoyed it themselves without either a
feasting or any form of amasement. All are
anxious to hold another next year. ‘There is
only one difficulty, except in Mhow and In-
dore, we bave no buildings large enough for
such a gathering. We need a large gospel
tent, which could be used also to hold Gospel
meetings a' over our large district. 1 would
be glad to hear from any who would care to
assist in such a project. —Manitoba Free
Press.

THE LEPERS HOSPITAL,
JERUSALEM.

Last week we were favored with a visit
from the Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie,
We svon had fellowship one with another.
The Doctor preached to us on Sunday after-
noon ; being a native of Lebanon he is quite
at home in the Arabic language.

On Wedaesday we accompanied the rev.
gentleman and his wife to the Hospital for
Lepers. The housetather received us very
kindly, and after we had tea and the usuval
German £uchen, the Doctor expressed a desire
to address a few words to the patients, We
were shown to a square hall, the white walls of
which were ornamented with texts of Scripture
in German and Arabic. About thirty of the
inmates came in and took their seats round
the walls on the floor (as is the custom! ; all
looked clean and happy like their superior,
who is the very picture of happiness. Seeiong
them from a distance one would not credit
that our companions, with the exception of the
housefather, were lepers ; but our rev. friend,
who is blind, perceived the atmosphere of the
place. All hstened to the speaker with rapt
attention. After we bade them good-bye, the
master of the institution showed us over the
house, which made us fancy we were not in
Jerusalem in a Lepers’ Hospital, butin Ger-
many, in some quiet, country home.

We may mention that Dr. Howie is a Pres-
byterian minister, who has been laboring in
Canada ; but is now led to preach the Gospel
to his brethren in Lebanon. We most heartily
wish him God-speed.—From Messiak's Wit-
r1es8S.

Jerusalem, January, 1894.

The death is announced of Mr. Robert
Clark, head of the firm of R. & R. Clark,
Edinburgh punters. In a recent interview,
Mr. Clark told a Westnunster Gaselte, tepre-
sentative that when Teonyson died, tweaty-
six printing machines were engaged for three
weeks in turning out his works. There was
an unprecedented demand, but the works
wereout of print for only two hours. For
thirty years no less than thirty have been
uninterruptedly engaged in turming out Scott’s
works. The sixpenny edition of King-
sley’s works had an enormous sale. The first
two editions weighed over Goo toms, and a
million copies were sold wn no time.

The best and most distinct speakers in the
Houses of Parhament are as ope would ar-
range them—(1) Lord Salisbury; (2) Mr.
Chamberlain; (3) Mr. Balfour: (4) Mr.
Morley ; (55 Sir W. Harcourt ; {0) the Lord
Chancellor. Distance or position seem to
have very little to do with 1it. The most in-
distinct orators in both Houses may be ar-
ranged in order of precedence thus.—(1)
Lord Randolph Churchill, (2) Lord Ripon,
(3) Lord Selborane, (4) Mr. Courtney, (5 Sir
H. James, (6) the Duke of Devonshire.

The soundaess of Principal Fairbairn’s
Christ in Modern Theology has been the sub-
ject of an interesting discussion in Greenock
Presbytery. Rev.Charles Jerdan moved that it
be withdrawn fiom students as a subject to be
examinedon. Ion copsiderable detail he pointed
out its Broad church and Arminian teaching.
It was, however, stroogly defended by Rev.
John Boyd, of Wemyss Bay, and Rev. George
Rae, of Gourock. Eventually a motion was
camed by 16 to 11 to adjourn the matter yutil

next meeting.
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Our Monthly . The cost of the world’s
wars since the Crimean war has been $13,-
265,000,000, Ot enragh to give the sum of $2,-
653 to every man, woman and child in Cao-
ada. Pty 'iis 'tis true.

The Canadian Baptist The Chrnistian
churches and people of Toronto lost a fine op-
portunity to give, in the eyes of all the people,
1 prand objec. lesson on the unseldshness and
unworldi:ness of the rehiion they represent,
when they failed to come out the other day
n support of Dr. Ryersou's Bill for the non-
exemption of church property from taxation.

Kate Lindsay, M.D.: Social purity work,n
particular,should be under the direction of mat-
ronly women. Inexperienced young girls, al-
though capable of a great work amongcompan-
ionsof theirown age are less fitted to gointothe
slums or visit jails. It is sensible, motherly,
sympathetic woman who :an safely reach a
helping hand to her fallen sister, and who,
more often than anyone elae, can reclaim a
fallen brother.

Rev. Alex. Whyte, D.D.: The holy
ministry is a great nursing-house of pride as
we seen a long line of popes, and prelates,
and priests, and other lords over God's hent-
age. And our own Presbytenan pohty, while
it hands down to us the simplicity, the unity,
the brotherhood, and the hunulity of the
Apostolic age, at the same time leaves plenty
of temptation and plenty of opportunity for the
pride of the human heart.

The Christian Guardian : The Manchest-
er Ship Capal has proved a contagious ex-
ample. It is said that speculators and engin-
eers in Paris are figuring on the cost of con-
struction of a canal by way of Rouen to the
sea, thus making an ocean port of the great
capital. Brussels also would like to be an
ocean port, a change she could have by deep-
ening her cana! so that ocean-going vessels
could sail direct to the city.

Cumberland Presbyterian: The quicken.
ed faith and activity ot the apostles and their
companions on the Day of Pentecost was as
important a result of the revival as the con-
version of the three thousand. To wake the
church up is as important as te add new mem-
bers toir. That is whata revival means, the
church re-awakening to life. 'When the spiri-
tual fire kindles to a Llaze in the church,
others outside are sure to catch the flame.

Rev. Calvin E. Amaron: The work of
French evangelization 1s, after all, the most
important phase of missionary work which the
churches of the Province of Quebec are en-
trusted with. Ir touches all the great ques-
tions wich are causing dissensions and painful
discussions.  Racial  antipathies, school
troubles and kindred burning questions would
soon find their level if the principles of the
Gospel were understood by the French-
Canadian people.

The Independent: But it is not simply
the distilled drinks, like whisky, brandy and
rum that are dangerous ; for the ancient wise
people found out that wine and beer were also
dangerous, Al! the rebukes of the Bible are
against wine drunkards and not rum drunk-
ards. Itis sometimes said now that wine is
a temperance drigk, that the prevalence of its
use promotes temperance ; but 1o the wine
country of Palestine, where it was a usual
drink in all festivities, they did not think so.

The Globe : The most recent American cen-
sus bulletins contain the statistics of manufac-
tures, agncultare and wealth for the entire
Union. To begin with, the number of farms
in 1890 was 4,564,041, They contained 623,-
218 619 acres, 357,616,755 of which were im-
proved. The value of the farm lands, fences
and buildings was $13,279,252,04y. This is
an amount hard to conceive of. It 1s more
than ovpe-fifth of the wisible and tangible
wealth of the Union, which in another bulle-
tin is placed at $65,037,091,197.
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avrilee | J0SEPH RULER IN EGRPT! S o

GoroeN TexT —Them that honor Me, I will honcr—
I. Bam ii. 30.

Egypt. when Joseph was carried thither,
was under the rule of what are known as the
Hyksos or shepherd kings. He became the
slave of the officer in charge of the king's
body guard. His integnity and admunistra-
tive ability so completely won the confidence
of his master that the superintendence of the
entire establishment was entrusted to him,
His sense of duty to his master, and his fear
of God saved him, when exposed to a great
temptation. H:s steadfastness aroused the
bitter enmuty of his temptress, and through her
false accusation he was cast into prison.
Here his character again attracted favor, and
after a time the keeper committed to him
the care of the other prisoners. Two leading
court officials who had fallen under the Fing's
displeasure thus came to be entrustad to him.
Dreams of theirs which he interpreted met
with speedy fulfiilment. The restored official
foigot the captive's simple plea to have
his case mentioned before Pharaoh. But two
years later a royal dream which no one could
interpret brought tardy remembrance of
Joseph. Hastily summoned, he not only in-
terpreted the dream, predicting years of
plenty, and then of famioe, but advised
the king to make careful provision for what
was coming.

I. Chosen as Ruler.—The wisdom of
Joseph's advice at once commented itseif to
Pharaoh. But it did more ; it commeanded
Joseph as the most fit person to carry out
what he bad advised. Accordingly, then and
there, the king chose him to superintend the
arrangements he had proposed, and raises
him to the second place in the kingdom. As
grand vizier be was to have charge over all
the officers and ministers, and his word was
to be acknowledged and respected by the
people as the word of the sovereign. Eastera
history furnishes several instances of like
sudden elevation. The son of a donkey
driver during the present century rose to the
second position in rank in Persia. Doubtless
Pharaoh’s sudden choice was not made without
a knowledge of Joseph's past history in
Egypt. Already be had evinced those quali-
ties which are the sure road to true success.
He had showa nimself faithful and efficient 1a
whatever had been entrusted to him, Hehad
been true to duty, and mindful of details in the
positions he had already occupied. Faithfui
n lesser things, he had undergone a training
that fitted him to administer those that were
greater. Then Joseph had continued faithful
to his God. In his words the king recogniz-
ed an evidence that God’s presence was with
him, and traced to this source hic discretion,
his clear insight into the true character of
things, and his wisdom in discerning the
best meaus of reaching the ends to be sought.

II. Investiture with Office.—The
account here 1y thoroughly Egypuan. The
giving of the signet ring with which the king
used to sign documents indicated that royal
~dthority was delegated to him. The golden
necklace or collar was always put about the
neck of high officials on their investiture.
The fine linen, or byssus was a white shin-
ing cloth of purely Egyptian origin. Ves-
tures of this formed the noble and priestly
dress. Since the very highest nobles walk on
foot in attendance on the royal charmot, to
place Joseph in the second one, was reaily to
give bim the attendance of a king. As he
rides forth in state he is preceded with shouts
of Abrech (E. V. Bow the knee). The word
has been rendered, * bow the head,” * rejoice
thou.”" To complete the naturahzation of
Joseph, he received 2 new pame (comp
Dan.i. 7). The meaning of the first part of
this is still doubtful. The latter part means
“ of the life.” Such meanings as *‘ Governor
of the living one,” * Bread of life,” have been
suggested. Joseph was further given a posi-
tion among the highest nobtes by marriage to
the daughter of the priest in the religious and
hiterary capital On, the City of the Sun, situ-
ated near Cairo. The name of the priest, who
in virtue of his office belonged to the highest
family in the land means, consecrated to Ra,
the Sungod. TLke daughter’s name means,
‘“ Belonging to Neith,” the Egyptian goddess
of wisdom,

IIi. Rule. — The note of time shows
that thirteen years had passed since Joseph
had teen carried to Egypt. He entered oo
the duties of his office by maklng a tour of in-
spection throughout the land. In this way he
would determine the location and number of
storehouses required to carry out his proposal.
As he fosetold, the years of plenty came, in
whica the carth brought forth ln exceeding
abundance. During this time he caused
wheat to be stored in the granaries so plenti-
fully, that finally he had to give up the attempt
1o keep a formal register of the amouat, ac-
cording to the usual Egyptian custom of which
moboumeants furnish illustrations. In the good
Joseph was thus enabled to do rather than as
his personal high position, 1s to be secen the
success of his life,



