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Leila was a little Persian girl. Her large, sparkling eycs
were black as jet, and ber soit round cbeeks were red as pip-
pins. Tbey reminded anc ai the ripe pomegranates wbich
bung on the trees of the courtyard wbere she lived. Her
bair was braided in many plaits wbicb bung looseiy down ber
back. On ber arms wcrc bracelets ai gald ; and tbe cm-
broidered manade on ber bead was fastened by a large pin of
dark turquoise. Her chubby little feet were encased in crim-
son siippers wbea she wore anything on tbem ; but bahf the
tume she went bareiooted, for the climate was warm and dry.

She was scarcely four years aid, and was the daughter of
a great man wbo bad wealab and many servants and borses.
Sbc lived in the anderoon witb ber mother. Now the ande-
roon was the part ai the bouse wbere the wamen were. No
man ever cnaered there cxcept Leila's father. la was buila
around a court in tbe centre ai whicb a fauntain aossed a jet
af cool spray during the warm, drowsy aiternoons.

Another part af the bouse was for the men, and tbat also
was buiit around a caurayard, or garden, wbicb bad its isb
pool beautiful witb roseý, and pinks. Leila would came ta
this part af the bouse sometimes and visit ber father, because
she was stili a very litie girl. Wben she grew older tbis
would be forbidden. The court af the men's quarrers was en-
aered fram the streca abrougb a low gate and dark passage,
over wbich was a room cailed tbe balahaneh. Leila would
go up there sometimes and watch wbat was gaiog an in the
sareet. The oniy window in the whole bouse wbicb looked
out anywherc, excepa on the gardens, was in abat upper roani.
A stearn bath, called a hamum, staad betwecn the courts, in-
aended ooiy for the family. la was paved witb marbie, and
was lit by small round windows in the dame of the roof.

The stables were built araund the third caurayard. A large
number ai borses were kepa there. Tbey bad no separate
stails, but were tcabcred by the hoof ta. rings fasaened ta the
ground ; they ate out ai mangers boilowcd oua of the niud
walls. In ahe middle ai the stable was a large stane plattorni,
on wbicb abe hosaiers slcpt. Fowls iived in the stable and
picked up grain about the feet of the borses.

In anc corner ai tbe stable enclosure was a percb wbere
tbe bawks ivcre kept. These bawks, or falcons, were savage
litale birds. When taken on the bunt abey wore baods and
were ranged on perches, four an eacb percb. The boods
werc taken off wben tbey were let fly at the game.

Leila bad a nurse, or dada, named Esmeh, wbose duay utwas ta take good care of the lîtale girl. At nigbt tbey siepa in
tbe sanie bcd, wbicb was unrolied on the floor rugs.

The litale girl was permitted ta cat ail the cucumbers and
shireenees, or sweets, abat she wanaed. But Leila's greatesa
deligbt was ta steal away tram the anderoon ta tbe stables
wbere she couid sec the animais. She was warned neyer ta
go abere ; but 1 am afraid was not as obediena as she sbauld
have been. Otten one might bear the nurse calling : I"Leila,
oh Leila 1l" Wbeaa abe child couid not be fond cisewbcre,Esmeh would draw the veil over ber face and go in search of
Leila, and wouid flnd ber playing witb a noble bunting baund
abat was kepa witb the faicans. He was a large, splendid
fellow, with eyes abat wcre almost buman ; be was the colour
ai a fawn, but bis cars and tail were cavered with a soit,
wbite bair, like floss siik. and Iooked like tassels.

But aiabough be was sa beautifual and* intelligent the poor
dog was kepa apara, and no anc would ever taucb bum if be
couid possibly beip it. In Persia dogs are considered ta be
uncican animais, and are only permiaaed as scavengers in the
streets or for buning ; and wbenever this bandsomne bound
was taken out witb two or tbree athers ta chase bares or ante-
lapes, be was atached witb the athers ta a pale, witb wbicb
the gamekeeper beid bim at a distance until the tume came
ta let bim ieap after the game. No anc thaugba it necessary
ta give bum a namne, for be was nothing but an unclean dog.
But littie Leila bad once seen a lion, and thaugba it s0 g6and
and beautifui abat ever ater she called this bouod Arsian, the
Turkisb word for lion. Sbe wouid stroke bis silken cars and
say: ý"My beautiful Arsian 1'" and he would wag bis silky
tail and iick ber face genaly wbenevcr be saw tbe litale girl ;
for no anc cisc ever noticed bum excepa to:give bum a cufI
or a kick ; for be was oniy an unclean dog.

This cooduct ai Leilas was, ai course, very naugbay ; for
every ime Leila aouched the bound it was cosid ered abat she
had been defiled, and ber baods were carefully wasbcd, and
then she was punisbed. But the whippings and tbe scoldings
she reccived only seemcd ta make ber mare fond af Arsian.

He was too valuabie a hunaing dag ta kili ; there was nat
a finer bunaing bound in ail abat part ai the country.
Mohammed Kban, Leila's father, decided abat the besa ahing
ta do was ta send him ta a yaie/k, or country place, he bad,
far away in the mauntaîns. Leila had a good cry wben she
tound abat ber dog bad gone away. Every day she would
ask : IlWben will my beautiiol Arsian came home? "

"lOne ai these davs be'1l came back," abcy answered,
tbinking she would forgea bum as she grew aider.

One day, perbaps a manth ater abat, Leila was standing
at the garden gate, waacbing the chiidren pfaiayîogeonthe me/i-

Loula was beara-brakeon an lasing Arslan again. But ber

mother coDsoled ber by giving ber a littie cbarm set in pre-
cious stones, to keep off tbe divs, or bad spirits. She pro-
mised, too, to take ber on a journey in a few days. This news
was sa deligbtful that Leila soon dried ber eyes, and asked
wbat new clotbcs sbe was to wear.

The journey was to be long. Mohammed Khan, bavingtaken on a religious mood, decided to go on a pilgrimnage to
the shrine of a Mohammedan saint at Mescbed. He pro-
posed to take witb him bis favourite wife, Fathimeh K hanum,
the niother of Leila ; Leila and ber littie brother Alec would
go with them. Esmeb would also go and many servants,
together with armed attendants and many mules and horses.
Every attendant was to be mounted ; the baggage packed
was in square wooden boxes bound with iron, or in huge sad-
die bags, called hoorjeens. The bed-iing was rolled up in
rugs whicb were spread on the ground whenever they came
to a bat; tents were also carried.

The train was very long, as you may easily imagine. At
the bead rode the giloýdar, or equerry, and several teraushes
to clear the way. Mobammedan Khan rode next on a splen-
did Arab horse, witb several attendants by bis side. One of
theni was called tbe pishkei'met. He carried his master's
watcrpipe, whicb be filled and lit for bim and beld it as they
rode along,tlie master smoking through a long, snake-likelstem.

The women.servants rode astride of donkeys ; tbey woregreat wbite or indigo-coloured manties whicb covered their
faces ail but tbe eyes, and puffed out in the wind in such wise
as to make the wearers look like animnated balloons.

Fatbimeh Khanum rode in a tachiravan. This was a
covered car, carried by two mules and closed with lattices.
Leila and Alec followed next in kadjevehs. These were like
littie covered boxes open in front, and having sliding cur-
tains and a bar across to keep the child from falling out. The
two kadjevehs were slung one on each side of a stout mule
and »bus balanced eacb other.

Horsemen, called gholarns, armed witb long guns aud pro-
digious dirks, brougbt up the rear of the train.

Many a swartby, tangle-baired and wild-eyed dervish, orholy beggar, idliug by the roadside, met ther wth a guttural
"A//ah hu!" and wished tbem a blessing as th,!y pissed on
to the shrine of tbe siint. Mohamrnedan Khan would thenorder bis moonckee, or secretary, to fling the dervish sorte
small coins, for good luck.

Usually the train started towards sunset an i travelled ailnigbt. Strange enough were those long night marches under
the stars. The air was dry ; there was no ramn nor dew ; thegreat mountains loomed like a purple wall on the left, andhighest of ail the mighty peak of D2rniveni. The vast,
mystermous plains, covered wsth sand and sait. stretzhed outbefore the travellers, and [gr away ta the south. Now and
then a caravan would come sîlently out of the gîoom, like afuneral procession, and lose itself as silentîy in the shades of
night. Sometimes tbey came ta a village having cool groves
and refresbing streams, or to a caravansary, or waysidc inn,
alone in the desert. Or they would climb up sorte wild
mauntain pass baunted by robbers, as it was said.

One day, soon after tbey bad started for anothe.r nigbt's
journey, they passed near to a village baving, orchards and
gardens. A crowd of large, snarling dogs flew out, and witbierce yelps dashed towards the horses as if to attack themn.
Tbeghotams beat tbem back with their whips.

Suddenly one of the dngs, scparating bimself from bhiscomrades, leaped, or rather flew, towards tbe kadjeve/is.
IlArslan, good Arsian 1 " cried little L-!ila, as ber houndplaced bis forepaws on ber kadjeveh and ickcd ber hinds
witb bowîs of delight.

But again she beard tbe ierce shout of IlBurro / as aborseman dasbed down and gave tbe poor creature a cut with
the Iash that sent bim to the rear yelping with pain, but not
before Leila bad tossed bum the cake she beld in ber band.

Leila was full of sorrow, to sec ber paor dog thus driven
away from ber caresses. Her mother only pacified ber atlast by promising that be migbt follow the caravan, and once
a day she migbt talk ta him.

It was about midnigbt. The train was moving along
slowîy with measured step. Hall( the riders were asleep,nodding as tbe patient borses steadily rndved an. Suddenl y
Arslan's ierce bark was beard on tbe sulent nigbt. Then thecry rang over the desert, IlThe lootees are upon us!1" fol-lowed by tbe sbarp crack of muskets and tbe yells of menflghting, and tbe piercing sbrieks of women. Like the rushof a tornado the robbers swooped down on the caravan.

Mohammed Khan was not a coward, and the tbaugbt ofbis family made bim stili more ierce. He ralîied bis frigbî-
ened bôrsemen, swearing at some and beating others. Tbeircourage returned wben tbey saw th-it tbey outnurnbered thebrigands, and tbe latter were forced ta retreat. leaving several
of their number dead

One of the robbers, wbose borse was killed under him,was seen running across tbe plain carrying Leila under bis
arm. She was a prize worth a large ransom. Several horse-men dasbed in pursuit. But be was fleet of foot, and beforetbey could reach bu b ad snatcbed the lbridle of a riderless
steed rusbing past. In a moment be would bave mounted.and

carry her to Arslan. He was lying gasping on the sand with
a deep stab in bis side. She stooped down and stroked bis
eyes, piteously talking to bum. He tricd to lift bis head,
licked tbe tiny hand of bis little mistrcss, and died witbout agroan. It was better so for poor, brave Arslan.-IIon. S. G.
W. Benjamin, in the Indej5endent.
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RELIGIQUS CENSUS OF INDIA.
The annual blue-book on "'The Moral and Material Progress ofIndia " is af special interest this year because of its detailed tables of

the results af the Indian Censas oai 891.
The total population af Indui is now 287,000,000. Witbout any

wish ta exaggerate, anly sympatbizink, with the many wbo find it dit-
ficult to remember figures, I tbink we may say that aur Indian fellow-
subjects namber nearly 300,0w0,000 souls. And since even more
people (ail ta realize wbat large numbers mean than fail to remember
them, let me try to bring borne that vast population and the great
siz2 af India this other way. For every saul'in the Pritish Isles there
are mire tban seven in Indii ; every square mile in the Britisb IlIes
is multiplied by thirteen in our Indian Empire. Qr, again, to put the
fl,4ures another wa , IlIndia ii a whale continent, nat a country."
Take away Russia from Europe, and then ail the other countries in
Europ.- together will not contain nearly s0 many people as are inIn -dia.- The Britons ruling Indian provinces under the Viceroy rank with
western kings, emperars, and presidents in the number of their sub-
ject-people.

But ini aur desire ta brin>c India borne ta aur mind by striking coin-panisons we must not faîl into the boastful or merely imperial strain,
tbaugb tbere is cause for pride wben we contemplate the acquisition
and tbe present organizitian of the Indian empire. WTC are respon-
sible in a special degree for the spiritual wellare ai tbese 300,0w000
wbo have corne under aur rule. In obedience ta Christ's command
ta go ta ail nations we find that Christian men and women, American
and German, -French, Swiss, Danish, and athers, bave gane ta India
ta give trath and life ta its people, and tbese foreigners are earnestly
at work in India to-day. But the responsibility lies niainly apon us
British Cbristians and aur Churches. And flot anly are we united taIndia, and thus responsible for aur fellaw-subjects, but India is a
source af great pecuniary profit ta Britain, altbough nat a single penny
is paid by India as tribute. One writer, inclined ta exaggerate, itmust be canfes3ed, reckans aur interest in India, if capitalized, as equalta an iovestment of Ê500,000,o sterling. Even allawing for bis ex-aggeratian, commun gratitude calîs upon us ta do somnetbing for In-dia, if we do flot feel the higber caîl and the great command.

It is contessediy diffi -uIt work to revive the withered lite ai India,
mare diffi:altt hin ta take provinces, provide food for the millions,
difftuse eoiightenment am)ng them, and keep the peace. For in the
Indian mini we bave bard-heaten impenetrable s-oil, thin racky soil,
and thatn ci ke1 sil ; we bave at once je vish pride and Greek sub-
tlety af mini ; but aur duty is ta pers.-vere with the fi.-Id that bas been
specially given us ta cultivate.

We turn ta the table in the Cenius Report entitled " The Popula-
tion of India, classified accarding ta Religion." Flindus and Mahom-
medins, af course, farm the great balk of tbe people as before, for a
new nation is flot yet haro ina a day. Hindus stilî reck )na by millions,
Christiens -n ma-iy pto inces only by tens ai thousiodi. Yet Chris-
tiaoiay is distinc ly ane of tbe religions ai Indua ; do--s any reader re-
quire ta bave bis mind awakened ta that fact ? In India proper-tbat
is, India apirt tram Burma-we note that the Christian religion naw
ranks disainctly third in respect af numbers-that is, next ta Hlinduism
and Mabommedanism. Whereas in 81, Christians and Sikbs were
almost equal in oumbers, Christians naw outaumber Sikhs by 253,000
sauls. ln India praper also-that is, in the land ai Buddha bîmself
-Christianiay reckons many mare foîlowers than Buddhism ; jast as,
alas! ina Palestine Mahomet reckons nore follawers than Christ. The
province af Burina, bowever, is aînsost whoîly Buddhist ; and conse-
quently, taking the whole Indian Empire, including Burma, we find
Chrisaianity anly fourtb in point af nambers. The Hindus number
207,000,000, tbe NMahommedans 57,00o,000, Buddhists 8,500 000,
Christians 2,250,000, and tbe Sikhs flearly 2,000,000.

Scattered ail over India, besides, are the isolaaed remnants af
variaus religions, degraded, aborigin il, or primitive, having nothing in
common uoîess tbat they are ail at one low level ai demaolatry, and
that they are neither llindusnor Mahammelians. The c2nsus slumps
ail these together as "aboriginal " in religion, and assigas ta theman
total or over 9,000,000 souls. These are tbe people to, wh )in Sir W.
W. Hanter, the authoriay an Indian statistics, bas specially directedl
the attention ai missioniries. Wîthin tbe next fifty years, be pro-
phesies, theie aborigines, if not Chnistianized, will ail bz absorbed
éither by Hinduism or Ma'omm!danismn. Not thit in the latter
eveot any religiaus chang! wil bave taktn place ; only, sooner orIater-iupposing the drift be ta Ilinduism-each isolated remnant, inthe preseace ai Ilindu castes, wili regard itseli alsa as a caste, will
adopt caste intolerance!, will at some crisis solicit the services af neigh-
bouring Iliodu prieits, and in this way will eventmially be-come a stane
in the great Flindu fabric. Tney will retain their own aId ideas, tbeir
own 01(1 customs, and even their own aid gods, bot tbey wiIl be closed
ta progress and change. It is ootewortby that Sir W. W. Hanter
estimated the aborigines who were entirely outside Iinduism, and
therefore specially accessible ta mission effort, at about balf a million
only, wbereas the census makes the people of "labonuginal " religions
number 9,000,000. Ina other words, it is certain tbere are 9,000,000
abarigines mare or less accessible ta aur missionaries, for there are al
these stili flot calling thensselves Hindas or Mussulmans, although ta
some extent they may actually be Hlinduised or Mabammedaoized.
The Le!pcbas at Darjeeling are among these aborigines, likewiso the
Chubras amang whom aur Mission in the Panjab bas worked with
sucb success. Wbile work ai ail kinds. zenana, educational, and
preacbing, mnust not be neglected among the barder Hindus who bulk
sa largely, we bave a splendid apparrunîty ai gathering a Christian
nucleus in tbese peoples autside 1linduism or on its outskirts.

To retaro ta the tables ai membership : Out ai- a population ai
287,000,000 aver 2,250,000 protess Cbistianity. Toat is ta say,
tbere is one proiessing Chuistian for every 126 persans. One for every
126-thase who know what is below the figures hardîy know whether
ta be glad or sad. Glad tbat the Christian fraction is a tangible ane,

ing Liv geametircal progression, and geametrical prog1ression will soonpass any ancre aritbmetical prcgression. Keep doubling a number andyou will soon rcacb bundreds ai millions. This fact also may benoted, abat the census authorities themselves regard the tremendous
incucase as in part only apparent. The Native States appeau ta baie-
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