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That year there was titrougi ail thse lorth an open wvin-
tcr, andi the Ilgreen yule," wliicla as saidi ta miake Ila fuil
kirkyard." Tire wcather wvas malti andi moist, witliaeavy
legs in tire rnorning, which sornelîmes stayed MEl day, andi
.ilinigitias well. There was seriou. illness Anmrany houses,
anti match discoîasfort in cithes, even tîlicre there wua fot
danger.

Po'air olti folk %wh hati sat by the lotir, or Il datsntereti
about tihe strects and Tantes in conaiort <turing the stimuler-
linie, now sat coughing andi iean n thse chtmney.cor-
lier, or went, bowcti and sîiff, about the work which niast
nul bc nefflectd, lisougis pain adte moverneni difficuit.
Saute who hai lingereti beyontl thse ussiai trnm of lae
" droppeti awa.y," anti tîseir palace knew tirent no morc.
Anti death, tise RZeaper, nlot content with the Il beardeti
grain," gaitsereti n flower or two as well.

Measies camse farsi arnong the ba'srns, andi whooping.
cougit followed, andi Mrs. flutite wossld have liketi ta wrap
up lier fitnie dasaghter andi carry lier away frot tise danger
--vbich ilireateneti ber. For, that the chilti shuti escape
thtse troubles, or live tibrougî tbem, lise mosher, usually
cheerful ant i opelui in staci tianes, catult not believe.
"Alid hier fatiser 1 I thought she, witla a sinking heart,
wbhie thq fater was zaying ta laiasself, IlAIlas li er puer

maîher; ansd out of ail their asssious tlloughîs. nolbing
better coulti carne titan this: We mnust subaisît ta God's
wili, whiaevcr at may bc. I

As for wrappsng lier up and carrying bier away, tisai was'
out aftie question. if i isadibeen suaner-tirnet iaymriglb
bave sent hier in a friend af thears, wha woulti have careti for
the chilti tenderly and faithfully. But on the whole it
see wiser ta keep lier ai Ironie.

Il Vc toust [eave bier in God's banti," tbey saita 10one
another, anti they titi sa entirely. Mrs. Hume svar kcpt
aw.ay frorn no sick or suffering householti by tise tlsosght
of paiisii dlanZer ta bèr littt daugister. Many necded
bath help and corniort who could not cornte t tise manse
ta lindti hem, anti ta tem thse minister anti bis wjfe went
gladly. But tise strain of ail she bai ta do told on Mrs.
liume. Shte aise bad bser tom aif iliness, wbicb kept ber
in îhe house for a white, and theit a part af ber dlies lo
thse sicl, poor in the neighbourhooti fell te Allison.

.. It is not alwa'ys tisai t Lord lets us ste t once the Rooud
whicb lit ba; ptoanused ta bring out af what secems to bc evil
to us ; but lie tjas donc sa tisis timc," said -Mss. Hlume, afier
a finie.

For wbat sise bat losti n being laid aside from h1elping
others, Ailison bad gained ini taking bier place. Ei wut at
s me cost ta Isersclf, because ofilber shynets, andi b=cuse
oi ather folk s curaosity, flot alwtays kepi wihan baunds
whcn a charts,- ta graify i carne an tise way. But on the
whole she iseitilier own arnang the netgisbours, wisom site
hati kepi at arm's'lengtis sa long, andi won thse gaad opinion
ai many, anti their gooti words aise, which werc, howevcr,
oflener spjlcen beitint iber back îhan belore ber lace, be-
cause she would net siay ta listera. liem vay was ta bricg
the medicirse, or thse brais, or tht jug of tea, and set i
daoer witboui a word, anti tisen go ai once, if tisee wis
no mare neeieti (ram hier. But occasaonally she puat hier
stmong, expert bandis ta tise doing af sorne good terra-tise
tirrn aand genîle lifting of sane weamy, pzan.worn creature,
white the bed was put igisi, or ta, the setling in aster ai
tise confusion whicb san befalîs in a sick-roorn where
nurses are unaccuetornet, and have besides aises cares ta
fuI their lirne.

Whatevem se titi was donc in silence. No one in tell-
ing af tise belli ste gatve, ccaulti tell a word sise tati ulleret
btyo-.i the rnessage which bier misîr:ss isad sent. But
thouph s ai had lew wards for any one. site bati rany
thosagiss about allher people's traubles, whiclî heipet iber
ta îaarn tram the constant brooding over bier awn.
Sa site gai mare tiraan se gave, whichis s atterres tise case
wiîis tise doers of kindly deed tirsant iî always known.

It was an tbis way ihat ber tcquainstance began wvih
Mrs. I3eatan, whio livet ani a bouise at tise end ai tise:
street, close by tise green. Allison hat soimetimes seen
ber an thse kirk, and bat notieiber ai firsi for na betr
resson than that sise %wore a bonnet. 0f course there avere

iatiier bonnets an elhe kîrk-ntany af tisent. Tise uanies
weme cltancang loi tise avose, it aras ibougis. anti evrn tire
servant Ia'Aç arere ccttanr la avear bonnes. But ni te
elderly avoren whio carne tiscre, nlot iaany iait sa tar
changeti tis- fahaun ai liacir ,Souih ai ta caver tise white
IImuci " wstis anyîlssng but a bandkerchsef an tise sumrnr-
lrne, or witls a asawl. oir avtili tseod o! the mantie ai scar-
jet ' r gray dullel, wlarn thse wcatiscr was colti.

Mrs. Beatnn score a bonnet always at tise kirk, anti
whrisr sIte avent tu aIses places, aln. as if %ie istr bccri
used avati ai aitliber fle. Andi sc hast sortie altert fasiiona
a% areli, which mati e hr scen différent front ber neigis.
boums an Alil's cycs. Sise was saal andi fair, andtitrver
itm ray baist c wtre a aritinas cap wbsch aras riot al ail
ble tire thik rr.utcbe-q ni tise allier rornen, and ber shawscî
andi gowns wce of a texture ant fitrm wh:cli laid of bettcr
davs l,,aag as:. Site "kepiterseli t', crscIf,"thl aeigititours
t2id. xicih meant tai lier liat ttid noi always %tand
open ta ai corners, tisaugh site aa ncirgltt.ýutIy enosag in
ailber ways hiera tisemel4as occasion. But tsmunit Allin
bat seen bier, ase ht neyer spolcn wuîh bier tli tht
iZiht whien tise misister. hcarig trt anre ni tise teigi-
iosars tisai 'Mms Beaton aras but pocrly. sent ber oves ta in-

qaaarc aboèut bier.
Iljust go dzwn andi sec if you ea: do aaythisg for ber. 1

I

iDitcitýiiiEit Sili,

cannaI have yaur nsmsdsute to-nigisi. Voi wiiknow
%viaal ta do. blie. Ile.tuis nut jubt like tire reat ai thonîj,
as you will sec yourself."

Sa, Allison ivent dawn tie dark street, tisinking a litîle
about (lie sick wornan, but qîîiie intlii:frrnî as ta tie
avelcolise site miglit receive. Tise baoise stooti ly iseit,
a litile back iront flie roati, anti a scootien p2ling. en'
closet a piece ai gardeis grounti before il. Tire gale

ielAcîedtt lier bsandi, anti se dià tise duo. Ailisun feut
cm way tatie nner door An tise dinu liglst. anti then se

Speke
I lni the minister's lass. Mistress llume is no'

weel, or site would )lave conte herseIf. W~ill 1 licht yuur
Ianni ?"I

".Ay, mighl le, if there As ire enougli lcit," saiti a voice
fmot tite darkness.

Thle failli) was ligbited,. andi holing it isigh aluoe lier
laat Alion turnet lward thse bei. Mers. Beattun raibeti
iserseif uit), and egardeti lier far a msontent.

"l Anti su Vnu arc wtt ïMarjarie s buasny Allie I 1 arn glati
tu sec ).Ou.

Il Vorie n,)l weel. Tise minister saiti 1 %ras lu do whiat
yo needeti dtte."

Il It avas kinti oi it, ta senti yait. aenti i is kint iAn you 1t>
conte. l'en flot iut vcry wcll. 1 was trying lu seille tri)
self fur tire nigiî, sauce dictre seemeti natlirg bettr ta. l'e
donc. M.sybe ye miglit makc îny bcd a iec bit casier for
nie, if ye arere ta try."

lf do isa,' sasid AliA;on.
"Mrî. couts wosslt have cornte An, I Suppose ; bot lier

bairrs are asut avel, and %ise lias enougis ta do. Anti Aasnie,
tise lassît tuaI cornes in tu îuake nty tare anti do ailier tlaings
bsas gane: ta set lier braiser, avio bas j uat camec honte iromt a
long voyage. l'enmare thtan glati ta sec you. It's cerAt
beang due ai 'ne."'

,,1 n glati 1 camnt. WVil I make you soaine grtael, or a
cup)of tea? Wscn isatiyou your dinner?"

IlIf yau batve tise tinetu 1 pre-"
There was tiine enougis In a minute or ttwu tise lire

avas burnîng brigistly. Allison knew waa ta. du, anti
ahere ta finit waa was netiet sciîbosa a question ; anti
Mrs. Beaton iay, iollowing bier muivernents wiuîl great An-
terest.

II was ance yeung anti slrang like you," said site, witis
a sigis.

Ailison s-aid nothîng, but went an with flic makang ai flac
grue].

« You have dotte tisai belote,"I sait Mrs. Beaton.
IlAy. rnany a lime."
Site leit tise gruel ta aimmer by tise flre, anti takiisg tise

coverlet front tise bcd, spreati il acta tise armeitair, ibeat
sc lifiedl use sick wornan as if site hati been a chilti, anti

placeti ber in Au. Thcn sise put a pAilw bchind bier, anti
avraî'îei ber warrniy roun-1.

"lAnti you bave dont ibis betare."
Allison answered notbing.
IlVas it ynus motîter, ray dear?" IIaid 'Mes. Braton, lay-

ing bier strait, avrinkieti bandi on h-rs.
Allison turneti towart iber witis artile cyts.

"Vts, il avas nsiv mutiter," sait sire.
"Ais 1 %isai a ihing il must be ta bave atiaugister! aV'ent

an Msrs. Beatise.; and il was oan lier lips ta zsl. if bier motter
arere living stili, laut tise lanIr on Allison's face arresîcdtiru
words. Tisere aras silence lietavecn thent tilt Mss. ileaton
was laid in bier taet again. Attisait avasise tise dishes aset
hati useti, and put tise roomn in aster. Then sise sarepi
tise iseamth alaid covere th ie lire, anti tisen se sait goati
nigist. Aller site isad sisut tise deorl site apenet ilA again
andi said :

I migist look An on you in tise morning, isut At avoulti
needta tbc cariy, anti I migit disaurb you."I

Il au woultira tiisttasb nie. But I doubt yon would have
s, lavung."

"O' h t an corne, but 1 canna bide long."
She arent tise nexi day anti for several days, anti their

friendaitip grcw in a silent way. Ant ib Mrs. Beatq in aras
bettes, anti tise hUt laua ais carne ira tise murJnings ta rnakc
tile fire anti do what rite %vas la be donc seturneti, anti Ahli-
son's vasits ceaseti for a awhile.

Indeeti se lisait litile urne for anytlsing bue tise work ai
tise boute, andi tise care ni tise baisli- as the avinter %v:<are an.
Tise litile boys anti %Majorie hati tiseir turn afttise cougit, but
lsappiiy rnuch less severeiy titan laad bemn teamet for tisent.
St tre was enough et, to for tsent, anti a.' ilicir mothr
was no, very stsorag, Allison tank Mfarjnrie in charge tuy
nîgisi as ceillas isy day, nti tise chutd go: braa'ely tismoughit A
ail. Allison maiît a cnucis ofiber igi katcisen-dresser,
whien iu coulti bc donc scititout iratcrfering .vitht ise vorir ai
the mornent, anti Miti.srie lay ibere for boums amang bier
illios, as content as if -the hat been with ber motiser An
tht parieur.

Il aa gond far ilc rhili en have sueh cnstant anti loving
case, anti il aras Zo.>I for Ailison ta gAve At. For snany a.

Ward <ai eitla.. Wr.iMA liti She get t-, thinit about, anis
sarnîirncs toisis amorts ta srnile ai, anti in listcm'.ng to ïMar.

untre, anti caring fir bier eonttnst at al] linmes, ase forgot tor
a wchite ta inis t! iem oan cases.

Ira tise lbng r"sn;ng-t. when 'Se main <as thte datknes Pre-
vzntet tise ual main, atier :hie next diy's fessons isat bersa
preparti, tise rille' lits iure to tsctals temrs Ives 'a tise
kitce ieÇsitie, andi rn ninsi lrueS nigis snnt i ibetir clim
paLnions foun'i itear avay lIberte albo. Then titerc sas story.
telling. or tise inging I-f -tangý, anti iallati., nr enile-s tii,
eussions abat ait tisingt untr lise sun. N-ar anti titra
icte was a tusta of ratisa rougis play. baur il neyer scen' vemy

fat, foi tise sý.and of ibeir falher's stcp, or a glimpie a! their
motiser's faceai tise tont matie ail quart again, ai irait for

a dtite.
Tbcy scre ratiter rougis ladts tlme ni th.e. arto carne. lut

lhcy wre moiy - l2d ises %veti brachi tsp," anil rarcly aras
tisete a word utitrei arong hc.na wmaith a.i xuld have

Samise tise youngtrst chailti ta tcra. Tiseme aras Sctitchi af
tise lir4adest An titeir sangs anti in Ilicir talk, andt tise mante
bays, wvio arrîr capeestd ta speakt Lnislia n tise presenct af
their faiber and motter, amnrag tiseir cainppani.sr.s matir tht
mast oi iteir rupportunitîrs for the st ithitr own more

e'cpieesive tlatgtue. Bul tîsere avas na vuigarily as coarseness
An lîtir faat,.

As silent litre as eisewlsere, tise presence ai " tlic new
lasa,," as the visitars, long~ stctastonict ta aid Kirstin,
cailet i em, titi nul iterfère ara tiae least aviti tht orter or
liaings. Site miglit have been blint as dta tus ail tise
dltT.erciie l astate ta ilsei, anti, exceltt on the rare occa
siens wvien little ZbIarjorie %vast liermttet ta lue there. tor ail
the ifference isîts coiag matie to hiem, Whien illarjorie
aras tiserc, Alason's whie, or tirt sîockang site avas knitiig,
aras psut asidie, anti tict cisilt resteti at case antI contents
it lier amis. Nu aone ni lient aItlotak mort pîcasure
antti ith ats Itan bMaa)uiie. bite haieti the storirs analt

tire sangs anti tise quaint, aId ballatir, of whiicli Robin
ant sortie ai tise iliers iati a store, anti site aas a syns.
pathiaeic litile cieature, andi cault not be hsappty uisles
Alie tetuycl tisent aiso, s iem attention avas never
alilowvetu wandtic wlitas tise cilt': lianti cosalt taucliter

But bettes tisais cubher sang or star),, MNarjorie liketi un
hteur about ail tisai sas goang on in tie lown. Nothang
canie ninibmi t) ier uiat any anc biail lu tell. She lîket u
hutas about tiacir neîghbouts, antir ai iars, thistî gu>Angi
andt clntingg, tlîdm aickness anti rcnvery. Evet tiseir aaews
gowns anti tiseis vlsits tu une anoîber ankîiïeti the friendaýy
filie chldt, whot coultil nlt i.bt iericli, nomr wvar nes

gawns, anti tise l.siadh lisat tIse tirait ta sa>' ab'out lhiasa ail
avas thtc one avio pleastil hier best. AUl tiacv uset 1 tellilber
anade lier a liait Sad sonsta',fur .lt coutl loti corne andi
go, os ran anti play. as thsa happiy ciitien coulti, anti lier
chief desire w.ss et) Ib strung enti arcîl, anti "ta go about ýrà
lier own feet lakc othier folk."

january aras neiy ovet belote lte caine assy fanal ta
î;peak ai, ante tiCrât Wright, slsarp %ventiler, il >vas said,
duat ntucb goodtu tise sick folk en tise toan. Tisen tber bat
Snuav-nul jocit a sisower ta ecc first expectation anti tisen

tiisalppointment ansttig lads andi lassies aviso sejaicetdiAn its
cunsintZ, as tisry rastly <lelagitet ii any chsange tia ente-
hua a tsavy fait, andti usd a laigla avant wvicis draflet il brr
anti tiser betivcen tise ball., anti malle sontit ai thae roads ira
ptassable for tise tana. Many ai the lttes %vcre (ital tissu.
anti some ai thse fulk bail ta be tug out, because tise sasoa
isat covereti tr dorts.

Theme was na cati tu the great halls wisics aveme roîleti
alùng ulactitîrets. A. slrong toit wua buiti an tise tquare bc-
aide tise pump, aviics aras faerceay attaciret anti hravely de
tentiet, anti baitles aec lougisi throogit aIl tisestreets Sciure
tise sisoar aas traitea iult, black slusis bencath th ttcfet af
thse combatanîs. Even the direaled "l kink-iao-ibt
îwboop)ing-cugi) taieti tu kecp sortie of the baîter

spirits oui ai tis- iray,, anti thaose of tem who tait: tise
fun Ara roderation avere none tie aorse, but raitles bettes f.ir
tise rally.

But Marjorie saw noise ai tiss, anti ste longet ta set it
ail ; andti liugîs site iat been lesa iii wmith tise cougis titan
sortie otiters liat heen, site losi graunti noar, ireitseti tes
fond, anti grew frifisi andl lisitIcs as Allison Irait sîcve s cta
bier hefore.

[t aras hart tom (bc cager littIe creatume ta listen qtsictly
ta aIl lier brothers tati ta tell of achat aras gaing on among
tire young folk a! tise ton. Tbcy boasieti o! Rabts
strength ant SUI, antio ai ck's uncq.aallet utroaesa arien
"'snawba'ing " avas tise aider ut tise da1y, anti ase aranteri ta
sec At ail. Anti ase longet ta sec tise rush ai thte full taur
andi tise whiiteneis ai ait tise bis. Alison lanke t aiher
waitit a great loasging ta eomfort lier, but waaicoulti site say?
Evert tire mutites tlaougit i sces ta * .&n ira silence ta tise
cisild's raurmus.

",But ii's rau' jusi tise snawba'iag antirie awhite bis I arn
thiinkirg abDut, nautter. Thtis A.s tte acay it avili aye bc, ai
my lite long. I 'nuît jtsst sit stili and iscar tise saund ut

îthings, anti never be ira tise midt of nithein like oties toia.
Ait my lifte, mnuter t Titink ai it 1 I

" My ticar," saisi tise motiser gravely, "Ill yous lie aîsay
Doti bc a very long tinte."

"lBut motht, I arouit likc it ta bc long. Tiacre As Robia
guing ta bc a greai scisolar anti astoniss tise sciole wald -
anti jackr As poing in searcis ai aticentures ; anti Davis s
goîng ta Amcriea ta haave a faim ai a thousanti acres, ail is
oarn. Anti wisy shouit 1 bave ta stay itre, anti not even sec
thse srtaasa'iîsg, naz tise fuît bain, sot tise castit tisai tise
boys matie?"

As a generai thinq Mrs. Hlume Icit iem ltile taugtcas
"Isy" I unanswered, only îryiag ta beguile hiem front aucis

ihou. hsta ta tise cnjoymcnu ai wavia was tllI ier ira bier
quicu lite. '&u-tay hiem taicar as sort tas the ciai, know-
sng scl flit ier loi %vouli flot sena more easy ta bear as
uhe yeamsavent aot.

MY tarling," said sitc, *'it ir Go-i s avili.'l
"Ver, motes; but whly sisouit it be Got's rilijaist as-i

ntc? Sureiy sa-Ser lie tan do a,:ythiii, lie migisi gave mae
a citante avh Ilte test. Or CIhe lie abutait juat make me
content as I arn."

"lAnti sa Hte miol, dear, ara tante. '(ou must asic Ilini,
anti leave ail ira latshant."

"lOh 1 yes. I mtaijust Irace it. Tiscre la nathang rl's
ta di,.. As ta asking-1 ayc aslk ta bc mate strang, and
t) aak apuit an my aira icct. Anti tiser-coulna 1 ju.i
serve in 1 I

Tise fast amord s avcre %ptln ta Allason, wviose Lîand

But suircly il rnav lt s aval! tisai yor sioulti sec tise
full humn anthie s'assy bracs, if at bc yosar mothrs anid
Pt' tise bairasarc luettes strate thse trust came, and I mairi
carry rce Mlarjomie as ft as tire fat a' the WVind ill for a
Change."

"lOh 1 mouises ! niaier i Let ne go. Altlie carrnes rt
su stung anti esy. Andi 1 right bave Mus. Esseimrnsa
warrn %hsawl round me. andth ue soleJAîile isat, anti 1 vo;.t
nea'er tel tie colt. Oh !mouises I motter 1 I

"- 1 saigit nt leasi takier Iom t tise cnt ü' tise lana ; nnsilt
she sitoull be caulti, ns wear)'. or if eise caugs tane on, 1
casaIt bc haine amai lier in a minute."

Tisougs only hiall convinted qi the arasdon ai such a plat
hiem moîber consenteti; anti by anti by the happy chili,


