
534

*ASTOR AND tROPLB@

HELP US TQ PROMO TE THE WORK OFf
CHRIST.

In the discharge of our work we have to do with
four descriptions of people, and in dealing with each
we stand in need of your assistance, namely, serious
and humble Christians-disorderly walkers-persons
under concern about salvation-and persons mani-
festly unconverted.

First : It may be supposed that in every Church of
Christ there wiil be a considerable proportion of teri-
ous and humble Christians. Our work in respect of
them is to feed them with the wholesome doctrine of
the Word, and to teach them the mmnd of Christ in al
things. The assistance which we ask of you, breth-
ren, in this part of our ministry, is, that you would flot
only pray for us, but be free to impart to us the state
of your xinds, and whether our labours be edifying to
you ornfot. It is not so much by asystemnatical state-
ment and defence of Christian doctrines that believers
are edîfied, as by those doctrines being applied to their
respective cases. This is the way in which they are
ordinarily introduced in the Scriptures, and in which
they become "words in due season.» But we cannot
well preach to the cases of people unlss we know
thom. Add tu this, the interest which you discover in
the things of Godhas a more than ordinarily influence
on our mincis in the, delivery of them. You cannot
conceive the, difference bçtween addressing a people
full of tender ande~ffectionate attention, wbose souls
appear in their eyes, and answer, as it were, tu the
Word of God ; and preaching to those who are either
hËlf asleep, or their thoughts manifestly occupied by
gthert.hings. By looking at the one, our hearts have
expanded like the flowers before the morning sun;
tl1,9gts have occurred, and. sensations have been
iÏdled, which the labours of the study could neyer
have- furnished. But, by observing the other, our
spirits are contracted like the flowers by the damps of
the evening, and thoughts wbich were interesting
when alone have seemed tu die as they proceeded
from our lips.

,$,eçondly : In every cburch we must expect a
greatqr or less proportion of discrderly walkerç. Our
-yvrk,,in r,4cspect eftbem, is to warn, admonish, and,
9,, possible, tu recl*iM itbem ; or, if that cannot be, to
separate them, lest the littie leaven should leaven the
wbPIo, lump. But in these cases, more than in many
othprs, we stand in need of your assistance. It is flot
mirnisers only, but ail " wbo are spiritual," that the
apostie addresses on this subject ; and spiritual char-
actçrs -may alw1ays expct eniployment in restoring
others in the. spirit of meekness. It is of great im-
portance tu the, well-being of a church that men are
flot- wantmng who will watch over one another in love,
observe and counteract the first symptoms of declen-
sion, heai -differences at an early period, and nip dis.
turbances in the bud. By such means there wiil be
but few things of a disagreeable nature which will re-
quire either the censures of the church or the interfer-
ence of the pastor.

There will b. instances, however, in which both the
pastor and the church must interfère ; and here it is
of the utmost consequence that they each preserve a
right spirit, and act in concert. There are two errors in
particular into which individuals have frequently falten
in these matters. One is aharsh and unfeeling conduct
towards the offender, tending only to provoke his re-
sentment, or to drive him tu despair ; the other is that
of siding with hixn, apologising for huzn, and carrying.
it su familiarly towards hum in private as to induce
hum to think others who reprove him bis enemies.
Beware, bretbren, of both these extremes, which, in-
stead of assisting us in our work, would be doing the
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viction, and to direct thé mind to the gospel remedy.
But if, wben men are inquiring the way to Zion, there
be none but the minister to give them information,
Lhings must be low indeed. IL might be expected
that there sbould be as many persons capable of giv-
ing direction on this subject as there are serious
Christians ; for wbo that bas obtained mercy by be-
lieving in Jesus sbould be at a loss to recbmmend Him
to another? It is a matter of fact, bowever, that
tbougb, as in cases of bodily disease, advisers are sel-
dom wanting; yet, either for want of being interested in
the mater, or sufficiently skilful in the word of right-
eousness, there are but few, comparatively, whose ad-
vice is of any value ; and tuis we apprehend Lu be one
great cause of declension in many churches.

When a sinner begins to think of his condition,
such questions as tbe following will often cross bis
mnd : " Was there ever such a case as mine before ?
Are there any people in the world wbo have been wbat
I amn, and who are now in the way Lu eternal life ? If
there be, who are hey ? Where are they ?"l But if,
while be is thinking wbat he must do to be saved, he
neither secs nor hears anything among you wbich
renders iL probable that such was ever your concern-
if, as soon as a sermon is ended, b. sees merely an
excbange of civilities, and, on leaving the place, ob-
serves that ail the congregation immediately fail into
conversation about worldly tbings, wbat can be tbink ?
Either that there is nothing in religion, or, if there be,
that he must seek e!sewhere for i. The voice of a
Christian Church Lu those who attend upon their min-
istry should be that of Muses to Hobab : IlWe are
journeying Lu, the place of which the Lord bath said,
1I wili give it Lu you.' Corne thou with us, and we
will do tbee good : for Lb. Lord bath spoken good
concerning Israel."

Fourthly : There is in ail congregations and neigh-
bounboods a considerabie number of peuple wbo are
living in their sins, and in a state of unconcernedness
about salvation. Our work, in respect of tbem, is,
wbether they wiil hear or whetber they will forbear, Lu
declare unto them their truc character, to exhibit tbe
Saviour as the only refuge, and Lu warn them Lu fiee
Lu Him fromn the wrath Lu corne. In tuis also there
are various ways in whicb you may greatly assist us.
If, as heads of families, you were Lu inquire of your
children and servants what they have heard and nu-
ticed in the Lord's day, you would often find occasion
Lu second the impressions made by our lbbours. IL is
also of great consequence Lu be endued witb that wis-
dom from above whicb dictates a word in season Lu
men in our ordinary concerns with tbem. Far be iL
from us to recorri»end the fulsome practice of some
professors, wbo are so full of wbat tbey cahl religion
as Lu introduce iL on ail occasions, and tbat in a most
offensive manner. Vet there is a way of dropping a
hint to a good purpose.

ýYou are acquainted with many who do nuL attend
the preacbing of the Word. If, by inviting them Lu
go with you, an individual only sbould b. caught, as
we say, in the Gospel net, you would save a soul from
death. Such examples bave frequently occurred. IL
is an established iaw in the divine administration that
men, both in good and evil, should in a very great de-
grec draw and b. drawn by each other. Tbe ordinary
way in which the knowledge of God is spread in the
world is, by every man saying Lu bis brother, IlKnow
Lb. Lord." IL is a character of gospel times that
fimany shall go and say, Corne, let us go up Lu the
mountain nf the Lord, Lu the bouse of the God of
Jacob ; and He wihl teach us of His ways, and we wil
waik in His paths : for out of Zion shahl go forth the
law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem."l Add
Lu this, by visiting your neighbours under affliction
you would be furnished with many an oppurtunity for
conversing with them to advantage. Men's con-
sciences are commonly awake at such seasons, wbat-
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gregation composed of kind and generous n
diligent and faithful servants, affectionate hbu à
obedient wives, tender parents, dutiful childi'p O

loyal subjects, will be to a minister wbat children f 0 w

youth are said to be to a parent : As arrOl igf

haad o/a msi-hty man : IlHappy is the man that hS*
his quiver full of them : they shah flot be h0"
but they shahl speak with the enemnies in the gae
And. Fuller.

A SCOTCH sTuDEN7'S STORY.

On a beautiful summer day, last year, 1 w0a 0
board a steamer at Leith for Rotterdamn. The o
was fllled with passengers, sorne of themn verY po

ant people, as I afterwards found; but frol 0 009

tbem I singled out one whose gentlemanly apPC e
and bearing attracted me. I accosted hum, anvdfo

that his looks did not falsify his appearanclit

seemed in very deicate bealtb, which might et
cause of his extreme melancholy. He perd'
my own age, and there was something in his 4'
peciaily in bis dark, flashing eyes, and in the toiisF
his voice that reminded me of some one I bad
before. 11

We had a pleasant conversation down the FIitli
within sight of Dunbar, when he suddenly îcft e
went down into the cabin, and I did no flot see

that night, nor till late next day, which was bii* t
calm-a true Sabbath-to the cheering inflUCii'0
whicb, which whether external or internai, th b
of ail seemed to respond, exccpt his, which à
baggardt and doubly miserable in the surrO10iý'

cheerfulness. My attempts to draw hum intO ol

sation were vain. "Ves," or "lno,» was ail hi$stod

He sometimes leaned over the bulwark, lookii1g~
calm, deep sea. Once I saw him turn round tO-
deck. Large drops of perspiration stood on bhis
and bis eyes had an unnatural, glassy stare.

At the dinner table I sat opposite to hiO<
seemed more composed, but ate almost n1*i
Near the end a gentleman beside him asked Of
glass of brandy. A strange light gleamed ~d~
eyes. He arose with a deprecating gesture, ndbg

ried on deck. Late in the evening a gentiS,,,
sprang up, wbich raised long, sweiling wavest o ,
the passengers, including the invalid, retired1
berths. I lay on the poop, enjoying the cool
the gentle heave of the ship, and the play of ligçbt.
shadow on the water as the moon shot ber l
across iL, or was obscured by the passing clOtid.,,e
thoughtsý naturally turned to the invalid. Sud~
like a flash of lightning, iL struck me that itLi'
erts. But, oh!1 bow cbanged from the rosY, i rt

schoolboy! As I mused, a figure glided 011U Ofd
cabin door to the side of the sbip, and iur
overboard.0

IlMan overboard ' I cried. "lReverse the sr«
said one to the engine man. "lLower the bOa o tO

starboard quarter," cried the mate. . bOO#
The whole passed in a moment. The UIOO1

out clear as day, and in five minutes the man3
board. It was the invalid. He was s1rpped (e
and carried to the captain's cabin, where beso

covered. It was Roberts. I introduced niYe Jf i

morning. He was subject to somnambulisili fi - bl
weak, nervous state, and had flot awakened has,td
ii he was in the water. He was going tO thii -

cure establisbment on the Righi, bis bealth t
been completeiy shattered by bis beavy duti~, t>ath
popular assistant of a city clergyman, and the f
incumbent of a large country parisb. I ne
maining a fortnight in Belgium, and wC -ib
Rotterdam, expecting to meet agaif on the

On Saturday evening I left Cologne for.BO'1
it was late wben I got to the Triersciier 110f St
after taking some refreshment and writiflg «rit


