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for the objeet of inducing many to juing sometines the lunyee
membership does not naterinlize and the result is disastrons,
Those indueed to juin such organizations me usnally willing to
ke their Bugest paynent at the time thes beeone members,
therefore, the membership fee <houll be lger than the
annual dies |t is eaxy o reduee the fees Bter on it desimble-
but it i~ impracticable to inetease then,
L]

Itisnot witen that a milway corpoation intetferes with
the operation of the gune protection saet=, but such o ease
oceurted in Manitaba a short time sinee where there was ashort
and sungoinary tusshe between the iton horee samd s boall moose,
and although there was provoeation to the forer the result
was thi Munitobi is <aid to possess one less forest Ling.

Dospatehes fromy Brandon, Man., o) December Hith, <tate
“that the Vancomer westhound  express tmiin was tmvelling
at i slow te of speed, tad had just reached the Brandon mile
board when the engineer <aw a giant ball mosse standing on
the trach,  He sounded the whisthe and <lowed up his imin,
Imt the king of the forest refused o nene, Tle was not 1o be
bluffed by any red eyed animals with no mote horne than a
Jocomotive,

* He was Lent onight, ated tossinge his antlers in the most
definut mannet, daghed toward the engine,  The engineer <aw
him coming and opened up the throttle aned went at him, 1t
wits only o tight of 2 minute. The ball's horng beeame wedseed
in the pilot, and he bellowed and Kicked, but to no avail.
The teain pulled up, and the remains were eleared away.

* Comdietor Fayhe brought o hind gquarter of the ereass
into the city, and his friends are now  enjoying moose meat.”

The despatehes arve lacking inat least three respeets, viz.,
first, heretofore meose have been reported in gomd quantity in
Manitoba only in districts considerably north and east of Brun-
don and their presence in the wheat belt has hitherto been
unsuspeeted.  Are there any more near Brindon?  Second, it
a bull mwose had strayed to the farming country from the
moose latds of Manitoba there s no expluanation of the extin-
mdinary ocenrtence of finding Litn <o close to the eity, and
third, \;‘u- are left in doubt as 1o whether the gune anthorities
will arrest the locomotive, or dhe engine deiver or the milway,
and if the latter might not the milway officers reasonably abject
to the game commissioners allowing their live stock to wander
onto the vight of way and clim thar the game commissioners
were negligent and therefore the milway is not to blone?

Reports are being bronght down from the upner Stewart
country giving  details of indiseriminate shwghier . rame
which should be given attentien by the Daminion authoerities.
The country adjacent to the upper branches of the Stewart
River iza natural game preserve.  Moose and caribou are
found there in such abund:enee that hunters are reported to
have Killed upward of tifty of these noble animals in a single
day.  Returned prospectors state that gune is being slaughtered
un.-ntl.\' for the fun of the thing, and scores of carcases which
cannot be used or carvied away are leit in the spot. where they
were Killed, Tt = certainly a shame that su.h 2 condition of
affairs exists. The big same of the country is one of 1ts most
attietive features. . Mooxe and earibou are not only important
as inrnishing a large portion  of our meat supply, but
they are the natwal heritages of the legitimate prospector, and
should be protected for hiz benefit. We submit to the anthor-
ities that some means shonld be taken to restiiin men who
ingist npon killing off our big game for the mere sake of killing.
There is no exense for such barbarity. —Exchange.

and Gun

in Canada

REGARDING WOODCOOK.
By Chas A. Bramble

A the reeent meeting of the game laws committee of the
NoAE &GP, one of the bivds which uswne in fora full
share of disenssion was the woodeock  Phitod fa minor), Now
the woodeock has always been a favorite of mine, | have
studied its habits, learned what 1 could of ity wayy, and henee
what was said at that meeting —for § was present ~claimed my
undivided attention,

Many of the statements did not tally with my own experi-
ence. Sowne of them were, 1 feel sure, incorreet, but this need
not surprise ug, beeiuse the wondeoek is the most mysterious
of birds, and unless o n.an is able and willing to devote mueh
of bis tim o studying the species, he is likely to make many
errors concerning it,

To beggin at the beginning:  Our bird is not the Europran
woodeork of song and story, though 1 am afiid a good many
writers on this side of the Atlantic have overlooked thiz, when
they eribbed waterial from English works and gave the same,
unblushingly, as their own observations, Neolupas rudicolu,
the European woodeock, i a mueh heavier bird than P. minor,
a perieet prince of the feathered race, in its delicious rasset
dress, but our own litte dun-breasted bird i a1 close second,
and is, to my mind, the most attmetive winged game we have,
The witehery of a day after woodeoek, in the dreamy fall, is
aeknowledged by all old sportsmen.  The European species
breeds in Seandinavia, Lapland, Northern Russia and sub-A retic
Siberia, nesting in higher Intitudes than our bird, which goes
nowhere north of the fiftioth paraliel. Seolopax does< not reach
the countries where sportsmen are awaiting it until mid-October
at the earliest, and more often not until November.  The
British Isles, and especially the north and west cousts of Ire-
land, are noted dor wondeoek, and old country sportsmen are
tortinate in having the birds with them during the five best
months of the year, for sport,

Our conditions are not the same. Here in Canada (as well
a~ in northern Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine) we fur-
nish the breeding grounds for 1 minor. just as the northern
European and Asiatie countriexdo for Seolopax rusticola.  Very
carly in the spring, sometimes before Mareh is out, the mated
woodeock are back from their winter in the Southern States.
So sounas there is bare ground the rough nest is made, and
three, four, or five egugs lnid—unsunally four.  After three weeks
cloge attention by the parents the chicks appear, and no doubt
grow fast. I haveoften seen the cock bind performing the most
extrordinary gyrations in the air, during the lingering twilight
of the north in May. At such times they utter sounds and
eries, unknown at other seasons;  they also lose much of their
timidity, for [ have known them to alight within 20 feet of
where T was sitting in the open.

Once upon a time I lived in cential Now Brunswick, amid
coverts diflienlt to surpass asa breeding ground.  There was
always a young dog or two to break, and o I was out day after
day tramping the alder swales, giving the puppies the necessary
work and tmining. I found the birds in fair numbers, \though
these numbers fluctuated considerably with the seasons) and
by August the young could 1ly very well, but were still pretty
sallow and soft.  About Aug. 10 they were fit to shoot, and for
a fortnight or so & man willing to perspire in their pursuit
could make the heaviest bags of the vear.  After that they
disappeared, and until the fag end of September it was no
varthly use wasting 2 thought on woodcock.  Now, where did
they go? 1 know thisis a moot point.  Having vead almost



