
The Palm Tree.
'Pls trpe wvas conaidered one of the 8pread;ng upwvards. Prohably to thif j

most important productions of the East. rnmultiplication the PsaImist alluded in
i t was remiarkable for lits erect anti cy.. >- , xcii. 12. The wree ivas also cou-
i'ndrical stem, crowned with a cluster siduered c.haracteristic of Judea, not so0
oflong and featbeiu-like leavem ; and it3 much berause it' was more abundarit

IlU much esteemed ror its fruit, the date, there than in otiier landi, but because
as for iti juice, wvhether ferniented or that %vas the firit country where the
flot, know» as plrn-wine, and for the Greeks and Romans met %s'ith it in pro-
nurrerous uses to which every part of' ceeding southwaid.
1Ithe plant is applied. The finest palm--_ _

treeti were about Jericho andi Fngeddif. Change produced by the Gospel.
There wvere inany along the banks of
che Jordan, and towards Scytthopolis. IBt'fore misoa waient to Sontb
Jericho is called the city of palm-trees. Africa, the Hottentoti had learned from
Deut. (xxxiv. 3.) A branch of the the wvhite man to drink and love intoxi-
palm-tree, as symbolical of vîctory, wvas cating liquor3 ; andi, ir, consequence,
carried 'efore a conqueror in processions tluey would do or give anything in their
and rejcicings for victory. The Jewvs powver to get thent. But the gospel
sent a golden branch of a palrn-1ree to s1howed the m the evil of this practi ce,
the Kings of Syrie, as a kind of tribute andi made themi 3ober, as wvefl as wise.
or present. The palm-trees of the p!ain ThVs change xvas so entire, that at somne
of Jericho are lamous throughout Sc.rip- of the nifflonary stations, drunkennesa
ture, and even in profane authors. In was a vice altogether unknown, and
the temple of Jerusalem, Solomon tho young people, who had been born

oaus-ed pillars, or pîlasterî, to be made 1and brought up there, had neyer even
n the form of pain-s-trees, ( 1 Kings, vi. !seen a drunken man. This was the

29, &c.,).probably in imitation of the, case at Kruis Fontein, as the follow«àng.
Egyptians, who adopted such pillr in circomstance %vill show

;1tbeir temples. PaIm.trees from the One day, a wvhite man, in a state of
i:ame root produce a number of suckers, iintoxication, came into that settlement.
which form a kind of forest by their 1Like other wretched beings in the sane
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