1869.]

An Tacident connected witk Sergy. Neill 34tk Regt., Q21

AN INCIDENT CONNECTED WITH SERGEANT NEILL OF
' THE 24 REGIMENT AT MONTREAL.

In the middle of the great St.
Lawrence there is, nearly opposite
Montreal, an island called St. He-
lens, between which .and the-shore
the stream, about three quarters
of a mile broad, runs. with very
great rapidity, and yet, notwith-
standmor this current, the intense
cold of winter invariably freezes its
surface. The winter we now-speak
of was unusually severe, and: the
ice on the St. Lawrence particularly
thick ; however, while the nver
bencath was rushing towards the
sea, the ice was wailing in abey-
ance in the widdle of the stream
until ‘the narrow fastness between
Montreal vand St. Helens should
hurst. and“allow the whole mass to
break into pleces, dnd then in stu-
perdous confusion to .hurry down
towards- Quebec. On St. Helens
there was quartered a small detach-
ment of troops, and when the
breakiug up of the ice was mo-
mently expected; many of the sol-
diers, muffled in their great coats,
with thick storm gloves on their
hands, and with a piece of fur at-
tached to their caps to prevent their
ears being frozen, were on the ice,
employed in attending to the road
across it to Montreal. After a
short suspense, which increased
rather than aliayed their exeite-
ment, a deep, thundering noise an-
nounced to them that the- process
of bredking up had commenced.
Tlieice before them writhed, heaved
up, burst, broke into fragments, and
the whole mass excepting a small
portion, which, remained rivited $o
the shore of St. Helens, farmed dn
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artificial pier with deép water be-
neath it, gxaduallv, moved down-
wards.

Just at this moment of i intense
interest, a little. gil, the daughter
of an artilleryman ‘on the .island,
was seen on the ice in the middle
of the river, in an-attitude of agony
and alarm Imprudently and un
observed she had attempted to cross

over to Montreal, and was hardly’

half way when the ice above, be-

“low, and in all directions, gave

way. ‘I'he child’s fate seemed in-
evitable, and it was .exciting vari-
ous sensations in thé ‘minds and
various exclamations from the
moéuthsof the soldiers, when-some-
thing within the breast..of Thomas
Neill, a young. Sergeant-inthe 24th
Reo'xment -who happened to be

Amuch meaverto her than the rest,

distinctly uttered to him themono-
syllables ¢ Quick anarch.-and:in
obedience thereto, fixing his eyes

-on theichild ason a pa.rade banda-

role, he steadily proceeded-towards.
her.. Sometimes before himysome-
times just behind; and sometimes

on either side, ah immense piéce of’

ice would pause,7rear up on end,

-and. xoll over, so.as occasionally to.

hide him altogether fiom view.
Sometimes he was’ seen junping

from a piece that'was beginning to™

rise, and -then like a white bear
carefully clambering.down: ‘a' piece
that was begibniig to sink. » How-
ever, onward he.. ploceeded until
reaching the little island of ice on
which the. poor child stood, with
the feelings of calm triumph. with
which he would have surmounted
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