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AN INCIDENT CONNECTED WITI{ SERGEANT NEITL OF
TfHE- 211TI REGIMENT'AT MONTREAL.

in the rnàiddle of the great St.
IaWrence there is,.nearly opposite
Montreal, an islaid. called. St. Hie-
lens, betiveen which -and theý shore
the stream, about three quarters
of a mile broad, runs. with vety
great rapiditýy, and yet, ûot*ith-
standinig this current, the intense
cold of wînter invariablyfree-zes its
sur-face. The winter we nDw-sÈeak

ofwas unusually severe, an&* the
ice oni the St. Lawrence particularly
thick ; however, while the river
beneath was rushing, towards the
sea, the ice vas wiail ing in abey-
ance in -the iniddle of the stream
until -the narrow fastness hetween
Montreal, ;anl -St. H1elens shouId
hurst* and,"àllow the whole mass to
break into pieces, and then in stu-
peàdous, confusion to.hurry, down
to-wards, Quebec. On St. Helens
therewas quartered a small detaoh--
ment of troops, and when the
brea-tkiug up of the ice was mo-
mently expectedi many of the sol-
diers, mnufled in their great coats,
witli thick stormn glcwes on their
hands, and w,,ith a piece of fur at-
tachedl to their caps to prevent their
ears, being froze'a, were on the ice,
employed ini attending to the road
across it to Montreal. Ater a
short suspense, wthich increased
rather than aliayed. their excite;-
ment, a deep, thundering noise an-
nounced, to themn that the- prbcess
of b*reaking<, up had commeiîced.
Theice before them, writhed, heavedl
up, bu -st, brokeé into fragments, and
the -whole mass excepting a small
,portion, which, remained rivited to
the shore of St. H-elens,, fqrmed àn

artificial pier with deef, water be-
ncath it, gradual1ymoved down-
wards.

Just at this 2nôxent of intense
interest, a littie girl, the J,,-ughYter
of an artillerymnan -on the island,
was -seen on the .ice in the iniddle
of the river, iii. an, attitude of agony
and alar-n Im-prtidently =nd un
observedl sie hadattcni)ted- to cross
over te Montreal, and was hardi1y
haif -%vay -when the ice above, be-
low, and in al] directions, gave
way.; TLhe ehild's fa~t e soe.ed in-
evitabie, and it wvas .x-citin- vari'-
ons sensations in thé- minds aànd,
varions exclamations froin the,
môutha .of the. soldliers,. when-some.-
thing wvithin the brea., of Thomas
Neill, a young. Sergeant-in: the "l,)tli
Regiment;ý who happened -to be>
.much nearer to lier than, the rest:

syllables "4Quicc±arch.,I?' -and -in
obedience theretoiflxxin& fris eyes.
on tliei.child as on a parade banda-.
rote, he steàdily pr.o.ceeded'towards.
lier.. Soinetimes!before -hi--m'soine-
times juat. behind.ý and oeie
on either side, an immense pièce-of
ice wvold pause, 'rear up on end,.
'and1 roll ovei:, so, as occa-sionaýlly ttý
hide him altogether froi view.,
-Sometiimes lie w'vat scx.jupn
fromn a pièce thaýt*-vas begiuning toVý
rise, and -then- lîke a iwhite bear
carefilly, .clmbel-ang-down. aý piece
that was begihuihýg to sink. r How-
ever, onward lie-prýoceedéd, until
reaching the littie isianci of ice on
which the- poor child stciol,. with.
the feelings of cai. triuimph. with
w'hich. he ivould have surzmounteid


