RELIGIOUS AND LITERARY JOURNAL.

387

MISCELLANY.
EFFIC

ACY OF PRAVER.

By hy uble, belovimg, affectonate, persevering
praver, o te naae of Chesty a person auy do
goad at boae anl abr adethyoughout the ety
whielthe ' ves thronghout the cunntry, and through
om e watd s and he may continue to do goad

thioughn + 'L furaie ages, ¢ Jpen your mouths
wide s nds Goae s aone D wall Gl them.” Jaan-
swe. tooaver, blnteyes may be opened, and dea

Oais be b opg e by the Dane man made toleip is i
Bact, aud e wougue ot the dumb o smgs o the
wWilue. ues, soaters to breals out, aud strenms i the
desety the hohway 1o became it pool, and the
thirsty dan 4 spunss of water, and thiough the hab-
itstions ! wiavons 1l hway wmay be openced on
which the 5 tsoned ol the Lord shall return and
como to Zisa, with songs, aud everlasting joy upon
ther heads

ln auswer, probably, to the pravers of Richard
Baxier, ns  Call 1o the Loronveried® 1s now awa-
heting many siomers ;. and s+ Sat's Rest™ guid-
ing smulituees of Chirstians to glors. fo answer o
the prayers of Paull the Augel having thoe everlast-
ing gospel 1o proach unto all natious mry vow he
flyiag througch the mdat ot heaven.

The pravers of David for Ziow. the eity of our
God, as ber watchmen «*zud on her walls, sco oye
to ave, and proclinm the slories of her Miog, way
oow be receivngg thew fultilment.

And the prayers of Abraham forthe multitude ef
pations prosised to him, may now be recerving their
fulfilmeot.

Lez any tnaa pray like Paul, bke Davie and Abra-
bam, abd no tongue can teil the greatoess or the
extent of the blessings which, 1 avswer, may de-
scend.  One blessing such a man wili certinly se-
eure—nhis vun clcma? fpe. Yes, ** Whasvever thus
callogit on the pame of the Lord shall be saved.”
Apd he may be the means of saving others, 1 great-
or and still greater numbers, from generatwn to
»eneration, dowvn to the end of the wotld. And as
ages unuumbered roll away, a reveous of ever in-
crensing glory may, in auswer to his prayers, re-
bound to the Lord Jesus Christ.—Edwards.

——ro—
FRUIT IN OLD AGE.

*'The name of George Burder,” says the Boston
Recorder, **is faniiliar toc American Christiaas, as
the writer of * Villuge Sermons,™ and an ardent
friead of missions. tle is now in the decline of
life, and must 222 * put off his tabernaclo™ and ter-
minate his labors for the church.  We take pleasure
in publishing the anvexed shortlotter, tately received
from him hy a clergyman, in this vicioity. Itis va-
luable #s showiug tho continued efforts 1 the cause
of truth of this emincut man, and the warmth of his
heart in the causo of bunevolence, even when the
chills of age arc upon him.”

Loxpox, July 14, 1829.

Dran Sin—Asa proof that I do not forget you, I
send, and beg your acceptance of a copy of twelve
glain and shert seemons for puor aged peopls, which

wvas tnduced to compouse for the religious Tract
Bocioty, there being nothing sofficiently plain and
cheap for the poorer sort of people. It is probably
my last effoct of this kind, as 1 have entored upon
my 73th year and am usarly bind. Iam now
*‘1ooking for the merey of our Lord Jesus Christ
unto sternal life," not cxpecting long continuance
here, or ability 1o contiuue, as f now do, to preach
enco every Sabbath,

Let us do ull tho good we can—work while it is
day—the nightcometh. May your's bedistant, and
a long life of labor be erowned with abundast suc-
cass.

1 am, dear sir, your affectionate friend
GEORGE BURDER.

oy
EXCELLENCE OF RELIGION.

In acolumn of **varieties” in a late Liverpool

mper. is the following paragraph, credited to « Sir
l’l. Davy's Salmonia.®  The author is one of the
most colehrated of philosoplers; and it must
be gratifying to the humbler classes of Christiaus to
perceive oge so tich in talcats, accemplishments,
and the pride of learning, paying so eloquent a tri-

I cny oo quidity of t_llo m.anl or in!c"ec! in uthers,
not gewius, power, wit or foney: but if 1 ocould
chaose what waald he mest delghtful, and 1 le
heve most nsefi] to mes T should prefer a i el
stous teliel 1o every other ewimng 3 for it mides
We a disciplne of goodues—cere vges uew hopes,
when all cartlily hapes vapish 1 awel teows over the
deaty, e destruction of exntonte, the most jurge
vus of all bghts 3 awakous e death, 7id Lon
contuption sod decay calls vp Loauwty and dvmny |
wakes an o mstument of tortwe, and of shame. the
ladder of aseent to paradise; sud far above all
combinanzons of carthly hopes, ealls up thie most
dehightful vistons of puls and amaanths, the gi.
dens of the blest, the sceuray of everlasting juys,
wheao the sensualist and sheptie only view glovu,
decay, anndilation snd despur!

—aoo—
A HOLY SABBATH.

Ttis us a kind of transfizuration day. shedding a
mild glory upon every creatme, nod enabling un to
view the coucerns of time in connoxivy wid those
of eternity.  Through all jts happy hours we sit as
on the huly mount, loohing bach with gratitude,
aud forward with confidence, taking sweet counsdl
together for the advuncement « four highest intosest.
and scarcely cunsidering ourselves as habitants of
the lower warld.  Suwnc interestig passage of
the Scriptures, or some choice piece of divinity,
senerally furnished the matter of our discourse; aud
winle we endeavoured to attnin a clear and com-
prehensive view of the subject under consideration,
a Divine light would sometimes break in upon us,
satisfying our doubts, exalting our conceptivny, and
chevring our hearts.—'"Through these flowery paths
we have continued to allure cach other onward,
(first one of us taking the lead und then avother,)
refreshing our spirits and feeding our immurta!
hiopes, amid a thousund glorious appearauces, till
the new Jerusalem itself has burst upon our eyes,
from whose holy walls we heard the voice of hitcp-
s barping with their harps.—Spirit and Munners of
the Age. .

—agm—

The Friendship of God.—* Friendship is a trite
subject, both of conversation and composition: but
this does not dimmnish its value when it exists uo-
tatnted by self interests and founded on pure princi-
ples. But so various are the motives and dispositi-
ons wlich actuate mankind, that we rarely neet
with oue so generous and disinterested as 1o wicrit
our confidence. But there is a friendship founded
on a basis notto be shaken by the vicissitudes of time,
uor mterrupted wbeu all sensible objectsshall recede
from our view ; a frieudship which will enable vs 10
sustain the rude blasts of advenity and retain un-
mwoved amidst the slandess aond iovectives of our e-
nemies ;~znd this is the friendship of God. It can
oaly bud in this uncongeuial clime, but it willbloom
with increusing and unfading splendour when trans-
ferred to its pative soil.”

o |

Cuinese Newsparzrn.—At Pekin, the capital of
China, a newspaper of extraordinary size, is pub-
lished weekly ; it is printed upon silk stuff. It con-
taius no foreign nows, whatever, bur dwells entirtly
upon domestic occurrences. The Gazette claims,
it ix 2aid, to havo been in existence for ahout one
thousund years past, and enjoys ap incontestible ra-
putation for veracity. In the year 1727, a public
functionary dared to cavse some false intelligence to
be inserted, and was published with death, since
which time no similar instance has occured. Di-
vers sheets of somo of the numbers of this Gazette,
bearing d:  the 18th and 26th Feb. 1793, arc pre-
served 1n e Royal Libeary of Paris, which are ten
yari == @ quarterin length.

Lt & 1 aoed

Jarish Scripture MSS.—In transeribing the 8a-
cred Writings. it has been n constant rule with the
Jews, that whatever is convidered as-corrupt shall
never be used, hut shall be burmt, or dtherwise cles-
troyed. A book of the law, wanting hut one lester,
witb one lotier too much, or with an errorin one
singlo letter, written with any: thing but ink, or writ-
ter on parchroent made of the hide of an unclearA
animhl, or on parchment not purposely prepared for
that use, or prepared by any bot Israelites, or on

bute té thas religion which 10 their all:

skine of v tied togetber by unclean strings,

shall o hulden to ba corrupt s that no word shall bo
written without o hue Grst deiwn on the parthment,
nowosd weitten by heart, or without having been
pronounced orally by the swriter: that hefore he
wiites the name of God, he shall wash hispen ; that
uo letter sball be jomed 1o another, and thatif the
hlank parchwmcnt cannot be seen abl acovud the let-
ter, the roll shell bo corcupt.  ‘There are certain
cules for the fength aud breadth of cach sheot, and
for thespace to Leleft between each letter, ench
word, and each rection.  These Maimouvides men-
tons as some of the principal vules to be absesved in
copying the sacred rolls.  Even to this dayitis rn
abligation ou the perovns who copy the sacred writ-
igs fur the use of the synagogue to ohservo them.
L hose who have not seen the rolls vsed in the syua-
soguey, can have no conception of the exquisite
beauty, correctuess, und rquahty of the writing,

—>—

Elirir of Health and Longevity.—In 1728 a per
son of the name of Villars, 1n Parts, gave out that
his unclo, who, it was well knowan, had attained ve-
iy nearly 10 his hundredth year, aud died then only
in consequence of an accident, had left him a cer~
tain preparation, v hich possessed the power of pro-
lungiug a mun’s life 1o upwards of a cevtury, provi-
ded he lived with sobricty and exercised dady in the
opeu air.  When this individual happeved to ol
serve a funeral, he would shrug up his stivulders in
pity :  Ifthe deceased,” said he, * had foliowed m
advice, he would not be where he now 15" Ris
friends, among whom he distributed lus medicine
grutuitously, observiug the conditions required, ex-
pericnced its utility and praised it incesswutly, Be
was thence eucouraged to sell it ata crown a hottle ;
and thesale was prodigious. Now theremeay was
in fact, nothing more than the water of the river
Sciveslightly acidulated. "Those who made use of
it, and were atteative at the same time to regimen
and exercise, soen found their health greatly improv-
ed. To others, who were neglectful, he would oh-
serve. * It is your own fault if you are not perfecily
cured ; you have heen intemperato and indolent ; re-
nounce these vices, and you will live at least a bon-
dred years.  Some tock his advice s and the very de-
cided advantage which the latter derived from Mog-
sieur Villar's drops, caused him to increase rapidly
in reputation and wenlth. The Abbe Pons extolled
our quack, and gave him the preference to the ce-
lebrated Mareschal de Villars ; « The latter, eaid
he. ** kills men ; the former prolongs their existence.”

At length, however, it was unfortupately dice>-
vered that Villars's remedy was composed atiost
entirely of pure water. His practice was now at sa
cod. Men had recourse to other empirics of a far
more daugerous charicter—~and tospecifics and ad-
vice much less efficacious aud rationalin their na-
ture.

et

CrariTy.~We may see mountains removed, and
miracles wrought; bot there is nothing in the com-
pass, either of human or divine action, that is so
sublinie and beautiful as CuariTr—as giving almy
to the pour, and pouring eil into the wounds of
distress.

————

IntrEPiDITY.~The wiso and prudent conquer
difficulties by daring to atiempt them. Sloth and
folly shiver and shrink at thesight of toil and danger,
and make the impossihility they fear.

————

Canistiax Exprrience.Past experiencs and
former manifestations of divine love should bo ascave-
fully kept in recolicetion ws old receipis: they wilt
afford satisfuction in review. and hope in prospect.

Tn countries enlightened by the gospel the most for
midable and (it is to be feared) the most frequenk
impediment o men’s turning the mind inward upon
themsclves. is, that they are afraid of what
shall find there ! There is an aching hollownessin
the bosom, n dark cold speck at the heart, an ob-
scure and hoding sense of somewhat thax muc’de
kept out of sight of the econscicnce—some secretod-
ger. whotn they can neither resolve ta eject or7e:
tain, . . . i
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¢ Those who outlive their ineo;
indres: or equipage are well said
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