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A RlEM1NlSCENCE.

A\ Uaîadt t4 hla oiî..îl) visite(l tic cities anîd thie
illtre I)ltlt- districts ai Enîglaid rids it liard ta
realizc tîtat tIi zre cati l>e iii 'lat ai)Pa.-rently and actually
c>verp>e(>lc( land. pîlaces wlicre anc can fancy oîic's self
litidreds of mîiles fromn civilization ; nooks %whcrc one inay
bc as absolutcly aloîic a-; ii tlîe mast untrodden wvilds ai
Milskoka or tic Nor.tlî-\\Wcst. Of course, cvcîi iii tilts
tîtere is a sense of tic acce.ssibility of hiumait bcings. Of
course, there ks aone of tîtat intense, awfil loncliness
(lcscribcd so graplîically l>y 'Major Blutler iii lus «' Great
Lotie La.-ndl, )et %within a ver>' short distance ai the
mectropolis of tic world cati bc fouind spots wliicli the
niardi ai civilization lias neyer rcaclied ; ta whiîch tliat
rîîtlless destroyer of1 thla picturesque, tlîc subuirbati
bitilder, lias ricevcr pcmtctrated. 1 reinember that some
yeairs aga, %%licn thc great trial for the crime knowai as
the " Cîtdhani itirdcr " toak place, surprise %vas cxpresscd
that a dec(l cotnpassittg the deatlî of a limtait bcing by
slowv starvatioti coul(l have taketi place quit iiuîktîown,
wvitliin s0 short a distanîce ai Landau, Mien the coroner
askced thie lawycr, wlio made the remark, if lie liad ever
visited tic place. On lus rcplying in the negative. tic
coroner rcma.rledl that if lie lîad, th,_- scene ai the crime
%vas ahrnost as desolatc ais tltough it Iîad beau huuitdrcds
of muiles front civilization. Pratcc by curiosihy, a
friend atid tîv.scif miade an excursion ta the spot, and
founid that its lonlitîcss hîad not bLcn c\aggcratcd. lii
the sainue way, the upper reacue-s ai the Tharnes have on
thicir batiks places thiat are unvisitcd irom anc year's eîid
ta atiatlicr-primitivc villages, titîdcsccratczi by tlîe
Eastcr Moaîday excursions, and witli slîady nooks wlîce
anc îna% catmp with the ccrtaitt ai bcing utidisturbcd
b>' thie Iprcciicco ailn- humat beitîg.

1 cati recaîl ti%-n aur excursion made with a very ahi
chîti oi kiidrcd haýstes %vitî inysci, up little narraw
-;treaiîs, tribîttaties of the Tlîaincs, Miecn thîcre was lîardly
wvater eiougil iii soniec places, clîokecd up as tliey werc
witli reeds, to fluat out liglit c.înoes , iii otliers the>*
wvould wici anid dcepen, flauntg bctucen baniks alotîg
%vlincli the trecs grev s0 tlickly tiîat tlîcir avera rching
branches forntîd a decp shade in the hotcst gllarc ai a
stiitîîeir's tnotu. atnd no souind cauld bc lîcard cxcept tlîe
plisli ai a fisît as lic rase ta a fly. the soit loiv coa ai the
wvooti-tovc. or perliaps the cluime ofi. oinc village ciîurch,
ticllawc<i 1w distanîce and lîarnizinî< strangcly with
tlie lîtshl aroid. Tlîc solitude uvas îîot- tlîe les.,
itense because wve ktîicw tiîat wvitliin perhaps an lîour's
paddlc we could reacli a busy' hawîii ta ail itîtents anîd
putrpases we ttgliît lhavc becu in nidicval Enghand, atîd
tlitis fcinig ýtmctimes grctt %o strong that onc alnost
c\pcchcd tu cutîîe across saine distinctive picture ai carly
Etugiishlifu ; pcrhaps a matîk sit titi -, coîitcmph)ativcly an
tic batik anîd fishing, rcading mcanwhilc Datîîc Juliana
Berner.; trecaîke on thie Noble Art ai Atîgling; anti tiie
%ve pass utîder a rustic stane bridge ail overgrauvn with
ivv atîd nîos. andl( its stoties staincd in a uvay ta dclight
artîsts' cyes- 15% tlî ciîatgitîg wcathir ai ccnturies. Nu,
it is tin tecsry in aider ta gct solitude, ta plunge inta
the rccesscs of tlie backwoods or explore Central America,
Yoi, cati get it a l'omne if Yoi 0111Y kecp your eycs opecn
id arc nal cotenît ta iailov in thie bcatcin track- ; ,atîd

then aitcr ail it is nta a drawback ta feci that wlîcn aone
iN trcd oi solitude. yott tan in trn hour or bu rcturn ta
tlie cecntrc uf ic at. bit.îlc , and that yaur dinncr necd
tiot delictîd on tlîc problctnatic ehance ai ialling in with
somc gine. I wish that tic nmagazines that are evcr
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ready to gvc us soame ncw% description of forcign lands
wvould only turn thicir attention ta the beautiful spots
that arc scatcrc(l thiro..ghiout the lcîîgthi and brcadth of
the mother counitry. ]But the saine plaint lias beeui
raised bciorc, and will continue to bc iaised utitil travel-
lcrs begiti to realize that on~ ccd tiot go into Switzerland
or Egypt to scek, bcautics of sceniery thcy cani find in as
great pcrfc!cti-n in its own %vay at home. But I arn
%vandering fronm the track. My intention %vas ta give
sorte imperfcct accounit of a certain trip up the Thamecs
which 1 took, and whichi a suniset I %vitnessed some
fva%- ago brught vividly ta my rccollection. Its

vaidtints, combinced %vith the strange lusit and stili-
ncss of evcnling touched sorte almnost forgotten cliord in
my mind, bcforc whose vision rose up tiie picture of a far
diffrent scene. A suinset sky, the tranquil Thames
flotwing gcntly, and oti its surface the lighit mist af even-
ing ; the sti!lniess disturbcd by 110 sound save the soit
ripl)lc and plash of the wvater as it stirrcd the pecbbles on
its batiks. It seemns curiaus that a scenie so totally
tunlike titis as that 1 looked the othcr cvenling could have
suggestcd it. 1 suppos2 there wvas some subtie trait of
association bctwvecni the two so fine and rare that nîy
mind could ilot describe it; anl example of that fécling
portraycd b%' Mallock, in -as picturesque %words as are ta
bc fouind in the Englislî langtuage, and wthich express the
feeling so exactly that 1 canniot refrain from quoting
thcmn. " How ail kinds of abjects and feelings ding
together in aur ininds. A singIL< sense or a single
tnemnory ks touched and a thrill runs thraugh cauntless
others. *l'lie smecl of autumn %voods, the colors ai dying
fcrrinay tu rs by a subtlc transubstantiat ion intopIcasures
and fâccs that wvill nlever coine again-a rcd sunset andi
a windy scashore itito a last farewell and the regret af a
lifetimec.",Z

*Fhec are certain scenes, certain occurrences, that ane
nleyer forgets. Thcy Ina> be trivial in themiselves, but
stili thev recuir timec and again ta anc's inemory with
evcry, detail as vivid as the: day they happenied. One
of themi k the trip of which 1 speak. Perliaps it is
becausc it was tic last my churn and myscîf ever took
togethecr, as it wvas but a short tine befare parting, hie
ta go ta the wilds ai South Africa, under wh'lose hot
sands lie ilow rests. 1 can shut my eyes, and sec evcry
féatuire ai the scetie. The long river stretches %vith, their
trec shaded batiks, a iazy barge with litge brownl sail
makcing its way down the streamn as though time wvere
no objeet, giving a touch ai life ta the scenle; I couid
point aut cvcry spot wvhcre we pulled ashore and rested
during the licat af the summer's day ; recaîl every trifling
inidi(ent of tlîat idle time. li-owcvcr, as to the trip itself.

It %vas on a ]hot suminer's afiernoon that ive landed at
the little village ai Thames Dittoni, nicariy opposite the
histonic palace af Hanmpton Court. As we did nat
propose ta start tilI the folaowing day, aur first care was
ta lokl aut for a resting place. True there wvas the
aimost world-renawned hostel, the Swan, but as thc
charges ai that establishment arc illy commensurate
witb its excellence oui isntcitioni w~as not ta patranize
it on this occasion. We bath ai us lind vcry vivid
recollections ai a certain bill presenited ta us after a very
modest rcipa-st ai raast beef, chcesc and becr whiclî
anlounted to *.ýry nearl3' hall a sovcreign, and gaing an
the aid lirinciple, " et /pde Hercii/cmi," wcre afraid ta
caiculatc u~liat a iliglit% stay there nould cost. Aiter .a
cf,-siderablc scarch wc discavered an aId fashianed inn
wvhich secincd ta promise wcll. If *rregularity ceinstitute
picturffluetiess, tlicti it %vas itidcd picturesque. Vot


