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or a pious manager, or a pious amnateur ?" A convertcd actor once
sAjid, Wlhije paI-ssingr a playhloUSe in whicli lie had often perforitied:

Behiîîid those, curtais lies Sodoxu." This is an appilliing trutl,
yet it is only one whichi must be belicved whcen we Icarn the
character of the theatre. It rejeets the NTord of Cod, whichi is the
stmndard of character in the Churchi of Cod. The prsec of Cod

i, nteogicd ou the stg.He is prcsent there contiiulily as a

Wituess and Judgce of ail that is donc muîd said. [lis oye is on ev'ery
actor, wnd His car hecars every word of every play whichi is per-
forzncd. But tiieré Hie must iiot ho rcecnized aithoughliHe is knoil'ux
to bc prescent, there prayer would be an iisit, and devotion a mock-

cr.Alas 1 what is that place to bo callcd whiere God's iixumiediateu
presene <lares not to bc weiconxed, and where the preachixxg of
Christ wvould ho considcred a mockery ? I szy tlat itis to bc llcd
soiixethiincr w'hichi is in ch)araicter at an iiffinite distiiiee froin God's

Thie re'igion of Christ is ridieulcd on the stagçe, sin is mad& tie
suýJcect of unerriment. Crime is represenitcd(]i lual its detaxils for
;unuscisicnt, gratification and gain to the actors. The nai e o
Ahigtytý Cud iS il.bitll.iIy pro.iixed. The proper distinctionis of
sex arc brokeun up there in ordùr to, iuîcet exigemi es, or ln ord v to,
produce certaini drainatie elects.

In the face then of al] this, why, wu aîsk, should a Christian
hiesitate in coucludmug that thecatre gcoingr is dieterîor-atmgf to the
spiritual hife of tihle Churchi of Chri-st?

The above are inereiv soine of the influences whichi the thieatre
bas uponi the church with regard to Christians iu gencral, but
look also at the powerful influence for icvil it lias upofl the churchi
wvit1xrear to the people1 whlo are not pro-fcssinl," ChriistianIs, and
who ha.ve ;IS their critcria of i.rl -mdwromg their ownl desires. 1
nulainit;xin that anly iinthienlc( f-.r good, whichi is brultWbarulponl
èa person i n the church is <hestroyed in the ftheatre. 110W' 111.11y
rXiuc.1d youlig ilxin date thuir first.stups iii min froisi the tinie they
kign tu [rcqucut tu thveatre 1 They -werc at f irst coIIiIaratively
piire ;ud frte freux opon Or decided vice, Theyxýv %ere ce«Sily zap-
pr.clc l) Christianil lîucs axd silv aittr;ctud by the )rcacli-
ing.- ofi the Word i that, st;tte of iuul(>ecîy, asit -%vre, but play-
goiiig opud tixeir eve-s to a ncw sphicre of life, aud conîplctely
-itermi their habits of tliuiiw.iiý, ;ud aig.The good inilluence. of
ti': churohl bas becone a ting of thlat. Wvitil thonil, for tile tlleatre


