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Plate Number Collecting.
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BY CIHIIARLES A NAST,

A4 I am an enthusiaslic plate num-
ber collector myself. I beg to say that
these thoughts and suggestions must
be considered as my own individual
views and gathered rather from my
own experience, with my own colleclion
aeg a basis for opinions. Recently in a
dealer’s shop in this city (Denver, Col-
orado,) the question arose over a two-
cent brown (Jackson), whether it was
printed at the National or the Conti-
nental Co., on examination with power-
ful glasses failing to reveal any of the
secret marks illustrated in the cata-
logue. Now if a strip had been pre-
gerved with imprint and plale num-
ber, or even only a single stamp with
the number, as the Lwo concerns used
different notations in this color, the
question would have been settled upon
the face of it.

And this calls to my mind the story
I once heard, that a similar contention
in the establishment of the father of
philately in {(his couniry was only
settled by Mr. Scolt’s producing Lhe
remainder of the entire sheel from
which the stamps in dispute had been
removed, showing imprint and plate
number, thereby proving his side of the
argument. And this L am informed
led to plate number collecting, How-
ever the value of plate numbers is not,
in our time the same, its chief charins
lie in the gradations of tone, and vari-
ations and shade of colors, sometimes
indecd, the diff¢rences are quile be-
yond the range of tint, and assume the
dignity of different colors in [fact.

1 have only words of praise for 3ar-
tel’s catalogue, but it must be apparent
Lo any one who has studied the matter
only a little, that no catalogue could
include every variety of ink. Ia a
general way an issue is listed in its
official color, or as blue and ultra-
marine for the une-cent denomination,
and as pink and carmine for the Lwo-
cent in the unwatermarked series. But
ihis does not nearly cover the field.
It was my privilege to sec a collection
of lop strips only, of the first fifty
numbers ever printed in the 2¢ red.
We have here carmine, pink, rose, dull
red, clarct, salimon, light and dark red,
brownish red and bronze red, this
latter was from plate number 9. It
was a strikingly peculiar red. No two
strips were exactly alike in color, the
whole making a beautiful tone-picture
The expense of collecting all four sides
of a given plate is what appals the
average collector, bt I claim it is not
necessary to collect in this manner,
though I do it myself. Let me sug-
gest o those who are inclined in this
direction, to collecl only a certain side
and stick to it, reserving other po-
sitions for exchange; or choovse the top,
this is invariably cleaner and prettier,
has always large margins, and is often-
est free from ink smudge. The bot-
tom ytrip is the most difficult of all.
The margin is sometimes barely suf-
ficient to permit the number {o show.

As in all other stamp matters, the
bottom strip being the least likely to
be pecf>ct, it is generally higher pric-

ed. The quantily of any position on
the market, regulating the price. But
whatever is decided upon, lei it be
thoroughly understood that a plate
number strip in its accepled form must
b perfect as to the centering of each
stamp, nor mugl the perforations he
allowed to go through the imprint and
the number itself. It means a strip
of absolute perfect stamps to the min-
utest detail of any given number, and
not, merely anything with a certiun
number attached; because we are not
collecting- numbers, but perfect stamps
of a numbér.

Recently the Omaha  Exposition
series and the surcharging of the cur-
rent issues, has crealled a now interest
in this specially. While it iy true the
Omahas require only the top and bol-
tom strips, it is equally true that out
of a dozen strips taken at random,
only two will be found perfectly cen-
tered. Tt seemtf a most difficuit mat-
ter 1o get the perforations just right
on all sides of {hese stamps.

With two kinds of surcharges besides
the inverted surcharge, and the print-
ing of some of the plates in both green
and blue inks, it is quite possible to
gel three, four and five different sets
of strips of the same number; there-
forr{ { ndvise a blank book as a plate
number album. ‘The pages can he di-
vided Ly ruling two or three horizontal
lines across the page, thus allowing a
full page for various sets of the same
number, or for different numbers on
the same page. Bul 1 bope my sug-
gestion of collecting only one posilion
will not go unheededj Let us have
collectors of lefls or rights only, or
tops oc boltom strips only. ‘Phis will
increase the interest and add new re-
cruits to our ranks. Then in the fu-
turo we may have a plate number so-
ciety with its attendant department,
Just as is now done in postal cards.

In the watermarked series we have
but one shade of blue listed, but it is
quite possible to find the same nunber
in three or fou rshades differing great-
lyi from 98 to 122 inclusive.

Just before the Government issued
the lc green, all plates running from
443 to 496 were printed in a very dark
blue in extra heavy ink., The differ-
ence over the ordinary bllue is appar-
ent to anyone. In passing it should
be mentioned that the different shades
are not due to any chemical action of
light or air, but are so just as they
came from the press.

Jt way a long time before a uniform
color for the present 2c red was ad-
opted. Trom No. 80 or there abouts
the ink seems 1o have been pretly gen-
erally the same, but latterly the Gov-
ernment has slarted on an econumical
streak. It wil lbe remembered how
Inst spring the Postmaster General
suggosied that a saving of $19,000 per
annum might be made by using some
less expensive color, bul finding that
the International - Postal Union pre-
seribed red they began_ to cheapen the
ink by the addition of less lake mad-
der. The change was soon apparent
and a referenco to my collection shows
pale reds, and salmon pinks, besides
the rose color in all numbors from 501
to 525. Some very pale shades obtain
in numbers ranging from 499 to 517.
Some of the Jatter look as though they

had been washed out. A very pretty
page consists of the 5Se numbers in
both blue and brown. And finally in
this day of errors, lel ms not forget
that we have ons in plate Nos. also. I
refer {o the 2¢ Postage Due issue of
79 to '94. By some inadventure the
figure 5 was omitted from cerlain
parts of the plate in No. 315, making it
read 31 instead. In conclusion let me
add that. the letlers which precede the
figures in the catalogue aresvery es-
sentinl to a perfect * sirip,-these are
printed sometimes quite apartfrom the
number and the imprint, but they are
very desireable to a complele plate
number.—Weekly DPhilatelic BEra.

Local Happenings.

Several booksellers here have added
stamp atbums (o their stock ang they
are taking well.  The boy (rade is
booming, and the dealers are doing a
good business.

* ° * % 3

Mr. Jas, . lrwin, previous to hig
leaving the city, has solld his ontire
stok of stamps.

- ' * ¢ & o

Mr. I H, Cawdwall, of Brantford,
spent his Iaster holidays here with ns
aunt. ..

¢ ¢ o s '

During the pant week a large num-
hor of “Stamps,” (New York), and a
fow Mekeel's  Weekly Stamp News,
(Brooklyn Special), were recgived asg
samples,  Collectors are therefors en-
Joying some vutside news,

SUBSCRIBE NOW

So that your file may
be complete.

For a 60c.
Money
Order ..

This Pagcr for
52 Weeks and a
1-2c Jubilce,
unused,

Beo. IBradley,

PURLISHER,

St. Catharines, - - Cat,



