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HOME AND SOHOOL.

The S8tory.

Have you listened to the story
Sweat and old,
Have you listened to tho story,
Filling lifo yith light and glory,
Men have told ?
How thero eame a heavenly strangor,
Cradled low in Bothlehom'a manger,
Strong to shield from death and dangor
Ged's dear fold.

It is full of human sweothess,

Riéh in lovo's divine comploteness,
Liver now.

Griof, her.lonely vigil keeping,

Caro, hor orust with rorrow steoping,

Lift their oyes and hear it, weeping ;
'Tia for you,

He.was \\"ronged above all others,
Mocked, denied ;

He was wronged above all others,

Bruised and broken, O my brothers,
Cricified ;

In a purple-robd they bound Him

ith thecruel thornsthey crowned Him,

Pitiless, they gathored round Him,
Till He died.

When I heard the wondrous story,
» So divine,

When I'héard the wondrous story,

Coming down through annals hoary,
Christ was mine ;:—

O that love beyond comparing !

‘ Burdened heart, thy sorrow sharing,

" Tor thy sdke the thorn crown wearing,
*Is e thine?

—Rev. W, Houghton.
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| Porria.and the:Persians.

Pensta. i8 &, country .about 1,200
;miles long by 860. wide. It hus a

[ populationequalitd that of Chanada—

‘about 5,000,000 Thb country is
, chiefly,. sy plateau, 3,000 .or 4,000 feat
faboye the sea. In .tho interior is.a
igreat desert, 400. miles long by 250
fwide, The Elburz. Mountains. rise to
ithe height. of 18,000 feet. The h2at
1in, summor. often reaches 100° or 110°
{in, the shade. ‘Where irrigated the soil
'is very fertile, The people are mostly
{Mahometans, It was:in' Persia that
'tho heroic, missionary, Henry Martyn,
(died, a victim to his zeal. Teheran,
i the, capital, is about:the size of Toronto,
i with a,population of 120,000, -
! Tabour is cheap-in Persia. Each
{servant is expected to do only a few
; thing¥, whili thé clabiotats stidietto of
{Society rediiés a great many, duties
which areneyer. dreamed of in’ America,
In observing this and othér pecu-
liarities of Oriental life, one iz often
SR T - . N 4 L
re}p}gggd 6f Scripture, scenes and illus-
trations, In fact, until one has becomo
familiat” with life in Enstern lands, I
do not see how he can thoroughly un-
dérstand, of enjoy. many, of the descrip-
tions of passages in the Bible, P
The household of an Oriental yentle-
man is divided intq the main dwelling
and the zandérodn, or hatréi, occupied
by ‘thierladies: of his family ‘aud /Cheir
sorvants, ‘The .sefvants in the wan:
deroon: are-mecessarily “women; oftén
slaves,for no man,‘except the husband,
entors'tliat secluded’part of the estab-
lishment.* Néver Having seen:Persian
women'ab homb; Ican only speak of
theii” costume ‘and: usages. from ‘hearsay.
:But whild.in the streetthey go'muflled
byla closo tunic and: veil, in‘ their pri-
vatls apartments- thoir' dress is distin-
iguished'by: great' brevity:of skirt, and:
‘a0 edfe whiohdispedses entirely with
‘corseta’or tight lasing boots,
*Phé‘ head sérvant of the main housd-

F1E

| hold is the-nsdzire, or stoward: The

‘house sei'vants under ‘hini, bésides the'
‘cook and hig assistarits, ave soveral pish?

sherbet beovrers, or waiters iuteénded:
‘golely to serve refreshments and pipes.

1 Besides:ther=:is tho department of.the

jstable, also under the'.chargo of the,
‘nazire,

2 N

‘kotmots; or table-waiters, and scveral |

This is a very important part of a
Persian cstablishmoent, For the only
way of travolling about the country is
an horgoback, and no gentleman thinks
of going out of his houso without a
large retinue, whether on ligraeback or
on foot. If tho former be'the methed
ohcsen for an aftornoon visit or excur-
gion, then the giliodfir must lead tho
train mounted.

After him follow two or more attond-
ants, called foranshes, also mounted ;
then comes the mastor himself, and
sovoral golems or feranshes bring up
the rear, Thug a Persian houschold
includes a large retinue of servants,
and horses engugh to mount them,

Another peculiarity of Pergian life
is the pedler. It is very diflicult for
women of the upper classes, or even o
any class, to shop in the bazaars or
markots; During fivo months of the
year many of them ave in the country,
ihile all of them are ng fond as women
in other countries of seeing protty
things, turning them over and trying
to buy them for something loss than
cost, Hence the pedler is ono of the
most imporfant characters of Persian
society, .

The pediers travel in pairs, A
diminutive donkey is part of their
capital in trdde. They carry their
wares in a .pair of saddle-bags. The
goods are owned either.by each podler
singly, or in partnership, or both, For
4 time, perhaps, tho same men will
travel over the roads of Persia together,
dispensing goods to the women .of the
country.

Sometimes the business -is followed
by fathér and son. What do these
men sell? you may ask. I answor,
overything.  Some ‘of them dedl in
small wares, gloves, pins, neédles,
stationéry, and cheap jowellery ; othors
have choice carpets of Kurdistan or
Turkistan, or shawls of Cashmore,
silken scarfs, pieces of old embroidery,
sbufls worked with gold thréad; or table:
cloths and slippers wrought in the in-
genious and sumptuous desighd of
Resht ; others bring you carved woods
of Kashan, 'inkstands-of Shiraz, pl'ay-
ing-cards of Teheran, and so on,

Then the business of Buying -and
selling beging; on tho one side by de-
preciating the goods as utterly beneath
contempt ; while on the other. side the
goods are cried.up.to the. skies as the
finest of theirikind ; and a proportion-
ato price‘is dgimindqd'-'—:bhré%”'dr four
times what the soller expictis eventually
to receive. ,‘By(lopgk and; slow degrees
each..advances towards.a.compromise
which generally'results in thié purchase
of the article for about ome-third to
one-half of the gum first demanded,

Often; having failed tqmccoﬁlpli.’sh‘&
bargain, the pedlers pack all their
goods, and march off with an offended
aif, a8 if insulted that so ineignificant
8 price should be offerad .for i cért;«ih

article., 4

Having left the hous, they go spme |-

distance, until they come to, o tea-shop,
There they discuss the matter over
again.and' decide to accept the offer,
In an hour or two you may seo them
‘returning and handing, you the article
iatiyour own terms. I have had piecey
b;-tougfl;;t bae(li:l to hn;g sometimes 1. weok
iafter the.pedler,had left.in appare;

‘high dudé:aon. pessontly
; . Constantly ‘wandering-about ag they
«do, picking up &very sort of markoi-
lable article, these pedlers often.come
gao_ross vory choico exsmples of .old
faienco, -motal Work,-embroidery, , cars
pots and silks of other days, which are

beeoming movo and more seavce every
yoar, for thoy are boing fast gathered
up for Enropean musoums or private
collections. .

Afiother charnoter as important in
Porsian lifo as the pedlor in the seribo
The East and tho Wost differ entiroly
in many usages and modes of though®,
But nothing better illustvates this dif-
forenco than the method of writing.
In Burope and America thoy write
from loft to right. In Porsin and
gonorally throughout Asia the words
proceed from right to left. .

The difficulty of writing Porsinn has
porhaps been one reason why it has
comio to bo cne of the fine arts of the
country, In former ages the Porsians
illuminated manuscripts of oxtraor-
dinary beauty, displaying marvellous
gkill and artistio taste. The recent in-
troduction of printing, and especially
lithographic printing, into the country
has led to a decrease in the preparation
of book manuseripts.

in writing an elogant hand, and the
loisure epjoyed here, as well as the
slowness with which ono is foroed to
write in the Persian character, encour-
ages handsome penmanship,

important character in Persian society.
He is often in demand to writo lotters
or receipts, and is the repositary of
almost a8 many secrots as a lawyor or
a clergyman,
receipt is written, it must bo signed.
But perhaps the signor cannot write.
In that cige lig’takes out liis seal avith
his name engraved upon it, dips it .in
the.ink, and prints-it on the paper.

Naturally the engraving of: seals is
an important occupation in Pergia.
Indeed, the lapidaries of Teheran or
Ispaban could hardly be surpassed in
the efigraving of gems by avy crafts-
man in Europe.and America.

&

‘“Whatover is'Best-—is Best.”
BY ELLA WHEKLER-WILCOX.

I kxNow, as my lifo grows older,
And mine.cyes have clearer sight,—
That under each rarik Wrong sompwhers
There lies the root of Right.
That cach sorrow has its purpose—
By the sorrowing.oft unguessed,
But ns Buro as-the sun brings morning,
Whatéver is best, is best,

I know that each sinful action,
As surp s the night brings shade,
Is somowhere, somofime, punighed,
Tho' the hour b long dalayed.
I know that tho soul is aided
Sométimes by the heart's unreat,
d to grow, means often to suffor,—
But whatover is best, ig begs.
I know thére are ho’orrors,
In the great eternal plan,
And 4l things work together
[For tho.final good of man,.
And X know that when myouil speods onward

In the grand eternal quest,

I shall say, a8 I look ¢ earthyi

Whlatogé.r»bhﬁ ,i?lfél;ﬁ?art’h‘md"
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One Life's Influence,

A vLirrLEtmore than forby:years ag0
there came 'to' London'a youtig apprén-
tice. Mo was poor and ‘friendless ;. he
had but a single endowment—Christian
faith. He took lodgings in St: Paul's
;Chufchyard. His bedroorm overlagked
thevast wilderness of homes, with the
:dome of St. Paul's-hanging like a crown
'of faith aboye it.  Ho came to hig,room
‘unknown, and thero made a simple
;prayer of consecration alone, e felt the
‘wolitude.of the city, Some cighty young
mon were employed in tho samo,.es-
tablishment 03 himselt,

Aot i -

- L
“I resolved,” said u great reformeor,

Lo b nams e e

But the soribes still take great pride,

The mirza, or scribe, is naturally an’

‘When the, letter or.

“to have no frionds by chanco, but yy
choico, and to chooso only such ag woyj
help me in my spiritual lifo and develop.
mont.”

Tho young approntice had a lik,
purpose. Ho found a fow young mey
among his follow-workmen whose liveg
had a moral aim and purpose. Some
of theso ho invited to hold roligioys
gorvices with him in his room, Theg
invited othors to meot with them for 1}y
same purpose. ‘The mootings grow in
numbers, Thoy multiplied. Young
men's meetings for young men became
& movemont among tho London trades,
and in 1844 they led to tho forming of
the first Young Men's Christian Asgo.
ciation,

Tho society sprosd, Its influenco
was folt throughout England; America
took up tho work; tho islands of the
Pacific; parts of Asin, Nearly threo
thousand associations were represented
or reportod at the tenth aanual con
ferenco held in Borlin, Now the move-
ment is found to meet the neods of
colloges, and more than two hundred
agsociations bavobeen formed in colleges
and schools,

Some months ago, & gentloman walk-
ing along tho Thames Embaunkment
saw tho grand dome of .St. Paul illu.
mined by the twilight, and recalled toa
friond the historic assoociations of the
churoh,

“And yet,” snid the friend, still
.gazing upon JLondon's crown, “the
influonce of that church during the
present century has, I think, beon out-
weighed by the work .6f & single indi-
vidual,”

“Who?”

“A mero boy,” Mo added, #I mean-
the apprentice who ‘began in his simplo
room in St. Paul's Charchjurd the work
of Young Mgn's Chiistiun Asgociations
in the world,”

Ve cannot weigh influences, but the
above remark is inspiring in its legon
to those who seek to Lo helpful to
others; but ‘whose only resource is—
faith,—Youtl's Compunion.

Betrayed by Bad Gramxiar,

“Tunek-of theso girlg say they go to
school regularly,” remarked .Justico
Power in the Tombs police' court the
other day, ag-four childron were about
to step down, Agont Chiardi, who had
arrested the three ag-delinquents, and
the other for-picking up-bones, took the
fourth girl to.one side; and said he knew
the othors did not go to school,

“An’t théy all togethier?” nsked the
court, .

% No, sir,” answered one.of the. trio.
“Us don’t bolong, to she,”

“What? The'next girl who goes to
schoo!—wag that sentence corrcet?”

« No, wir"

“ What should she have said 1”

¢ Her.an't ong of we.”

“Horrors! ‘Thomext tiy it?”

“ She be 't one' of us-three.”

The justice gronned, and asked tho
fourth:girl- to.repeat the.sentence. Sho
had said nothirg abéut kchool’; but sho
roplied, ¢ She is not one of us.”

“You are discharged,”.said tho court.
“The others will Kavo a chance to study
in a voformatory.”——New- York Herald.

A pnitrie givl Was asked ‘by her
;mothor on Ler retirn from churclhow
gho liked the preacher, ~«Didn't-like
khim satiall,” was the reply, *“Why ¢
“'Oausp he preached till ho mado me

ialoopy, aid fhos hollgred to 16id that
he wouldn't let mo go to sleep.”
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