
HOME AND 60HOOL.

The Story.
Hav1, eou listeii(l te the story

Sweet and old,
. ave you listened te the story,
Filling lifo 4ith liglit and glory,

Mon have toid?
Iow thore enue a heavenly stranger,
Cradled low in Blethlemlio's manger,
Stroûg te shiold from death and danger

God's dear fold.
It la full of luinian sweotitess,
Rih ln 1ovo's divine completoens,

Ever rîew.
Grief, hierlonely vigil kooping,
Care, lier erust Wlth oirew steping,
Lift thoir eyes and lcar it, weeping;

oTis fr yeu.
vewas wronged above all others,

Mocked, ounied;
He was wrongod qbove all others,
'fli;ised aud'broiken, O my lirothers,

Crdcified;
In a purple-robWthoy bound iBm .
With thocruelthornsthey crowned oim,
T'iiiloss, tlîey'gathoed round Rum,

Till lIe died.
Whou I heard the ivondrous story,

Sa divine, ~ '
Wheà I heard tie wnodous story,
Coming down through annais hoary,

Christ ivas mne -
O that love boyond couparing I
Burdoed heart, thy sorroiW sharing,
For th' sdke the thorn crown ivwearing,

Is lIe thino e
---Rv. IF. Hou ghtonl.

Permia.and ther Persians.
PEnsr ais g, cquntry labout ,200

miles long <by 850. wide. It has a
population'equalý-'o that of On'ada-
about 5,000,000. Thb couhtry is
chiefly ar plateau, 3,000 ,or 4,00(l'feet

iaboye ithe soa. In Lh interior ia a
great desert, .400, miles -long by 25,0'
wide. The ElburzMountainsrise to
the height, o 18,000 feet. The heat
iesummer.aften reaohes 1000 or 1100
in, the asade. Where irrigated the soil
is very fertile. The people aremostly
Mahometans. It wasiin Persia that
the heroicmissionary, ~Henry Martyn,
died, a victun to his zeal. Tehran,

ithe, capital, is about:the size of ,Toronto,
wbh a'population of 120,000.

TLabour ia cheapin iPersia. Each
servant is expected to do only a few
thing, ' wiilo thé çlabbi't3 ëi e'qhoe of
society eg s a r.tIa;eutissecieLy ~ a grpat r2sljy, cluLies
which a-.ne,ner. dreamed.o in America.

In observing this and othèr .pecu-
liarities of Oriental life, one is often
rermin'dýd of Scripture, scenei and ill'us
trypJon. l fact, until one lias become

m ar id li n ' astern lands, 1
do not seà 6w 'he can thoroughly un-
dtoi l "oenJy>nia y of the rscrip;-
tions of passages in the Bible.

The household of an Oriental gentle-
man is divided ini' the main dwelling

land the zand¾r''dri, or harem, occupied
bythe),ladiea of his family EâWd /their
servants, 'The *seslvaùLs ln the 'za -
deroont are'aecessarily wîfomen often
s3laveslfoi. no man-,except tho husbanà,
enterstfiat sec'uinddpar of' the estab-
liliment., Nèver haviig seenPersian

'woncn at 'hom; I' can only speak of
Itheii-costume -and usages from'hearsay.
Büt whilé-in the stroetthey go-n6'flied
byla close itunim an'd' vei, ia thdii' pri-

;ghishedabyzgreat brevity "af sliirt, nd:
an else whichadispeisses entirely with
lcosetstor tight lacing boots.

Thé,head sèinant Of 'the main 1houd-
hold is thenzir, oi atwrd Thé
ho'use àbaaantê undor 'hini, besides the
cook ànd'his assistâtts, hre severalplpiasl'
;kotlheftor tàble-waiters, and sorvoral'
Sherbet bearera, or waiters 'hitndel
:solely to serve refreahmonts and pipes.
3esideaithetis tho department fi 4 ho

,stable, also 'under the 'chargeof the,
;nazire.

This is a vory important part of a
Persian establishment. For tho only
way of tr4volling about the country is
on horsebaek, and no gentleman thinks
Of going ouŠ of his house without a
large retinue, whether on horseback or
on foot. If the former be'lo methiod
chosen for an aftornoon viait or excur-
sion, then the giliodâr muet lead the
train mounted.

After him follow two or more attend-
ants, called foranshes, alo mounted ;
thon comes the master himaîseif, and
savoral golems, or faranshes bring up>
the rear. Thus a lersian houshold
includes a large rotinue of servants,
and horses enougl ta mount them.

Another peculiarity of Persian life
is the peiler. It is very diflicult for
women of the upper classes, or ovon o'?
any class, to mlhop in the bazaars or
markets; Durig fivo months of the
year many of themr are in the country,
ivhile all of thom are as fond as women
in other countries of seeing pretty
things, turning LIems over and trying
ta buy them for something lsa than
coat. Hence the pedler l; one of the
most impoint characters of Persian
society.

The pedlers travel in pairs. A
diminutive donkey is part of their
capital in trade. They carry their
wares in a pair of saddlo-bags. The
goods are owned either.by aci pedler
singly, or in partnership, or both. For
a time, perhaps, te Same men will
travel over the-roads of Persia togethor,
disponsing goods te the womenof the
country.

Sometimes the business ls followed
by father and son. What dé these
men sall I yeu may ask. I answer,
everything. Some of them dcàl in
sanàll wares, gloves, pins, neédls;
stationery, and cheap jowellery; othors
have choice carpets of Kurdistan or
Turkistan, or shawil of Cashmere,
silken scarfa, pieces of old embroidery,
Stuffs worked with gold thrèad, or table-,
cloths and slip'lers wrought in the in-
genióus and sunmituous desigha ofi
Resht; others bring you carved woods
of Kaàhan, 'inkstands of Shiraz, pl'ay-
ing-crds i of'Teheran, and no on.

Thon the business of' buying 'and
selling begins'; on the one side by do-
preciating the goods as utterly beneath
contempt; while on the other aide the
goods are crie p -to tholskies as the
finest of ,their;kind ;,and a proportion-
ate priòeis demin dede-thro,'dr four
times whi the Sélier eipëbtà' ventLually
to receive ý ylog, andislowdegrees
each.,advances towards ,àscompromise
which gerierally'rêsults in thii purchase
of the article for about one-third ta
ne-'alf of the sum first demanded.

Often, having iailed tot accomplish a
bargain, the pedlers pack all thèilr
goods,,and march of with an offended
aii, a, if insulted that go insignificant
a price should be offerod ,for a certain
article., 4

Ëving 'loft the house, they go some
ThEýe, n they comejo, a tea- io"p,Tare in a disecusa the maLter over

gaina and decid te accept the offer.
Ia an eur or. Lwo you may Seo them
returning and handing you,the article

ýatÀ'YOur own terme.I, ae o pee
bruh rms, t 1have had pieces
arghtl ebock to me seotimes a, wveektafLer.tliepedlorhad leftit â appaýéntly
high dudgeon.

Constantly .wandering,,about-au tbey
do, picking ng every sort s Market-
able article, tiesv peders often.come
iacross very choice exserplos a cle
fal e mtl- eape of ,old
pfando, isof »'toclç,embridery car,-pets and silks of othor 'days, whichi ara

becoming more and more scarco overy
yoar, for they are being fast gathored
up for European musoums or pivata
collections.

Afiotlier charactor as important in'
Persian lie as the pedlor in the scribo
Tho Eat and th West differ entiroly
in many usages and modes of tliough.
But nothing botter illustrates this dif-
forenco than the mllethod of writing.
In Europe and America thoy writo
from loft to right. In Porsia and
gonorally throughout Asia the vords
proceed from riglit to loft.

The difliculty of writing Persian las
perhaps been one roason why it lias
coi to be one of the fine arts of tho
country. In former ages the Porsians
illuminated manuscripts of oxtraor-
dinary beauty, displaying iarvellous
Skill and artistic tasto. Tho recent in-
troduction of printing, and especially
lithographia printing, into the country
lias led te a decroase in the preparation
of book nianuscripts.

But the scribes still tako great prido
in writing an olégant hand, and the
laisuro epjoyed lare, as well as the
slowness with which one is forced to
write in the Persian character, encour-
ages handsome penmanship.

The mirza, or scribe, is naturally an
important character in Persian society.
He is often in demand ta writo'letters
or receipts, and is the repositary of
almost as many secrets as a lawyor or
a clergyman. When the letter or.
receipt is written, it must be signed.
But perhiaps Lhe signer cannot write.
In that case lioakes iout'his seal.with
his name engraved upon it, dip'it ,in
tho.inki and printsit on the paper.

Naturally th engraving of Seala is
an important occupation in Poria.
Indêed, the lapidaries of Tohoran or
Ispahan could hardly be surpassed in
the eigrîving of gems ,by any craits-
man in Europe, and Anorica.

Whatovei isBest IS.Best. e
BY ELLA wIELER-wILcoX.

I Nov, as my lif grows oider,
And nuineyes have clearer sight,

Thot uidor each rank Wrog ome.whe
Thore lie tho roat cf Itîght. I.el

That eachorrow lias its purpose-
By thoeArrowing.oft unguessed,

But as sure as the sun brings morning
Whatever is best,,is best

I know that each sinful action,
As sure as the niglit brings shade,

Is "whorc s'°mao m s, puniihid,
Thoi' the hotir lic long iâalay'cd.

I know that the seul"is aided '
Soiétitiies by tþëheart's unröst,

And to grow, neans often te s'uffer,-
But whatever is bcet, i4 bei .'-

vlateyer is best, is ent.

One Life'a Influence.
A LTI'l"More than fortyyears ago

tIere 'iie'to LoaLndo:a young 'apprén-
tice. e Was popr and friendlesa; lho
had but a.single endowment--.Christian
faith. He took lodgings in St. Paul's
Clsirchyard. His bedrdbm Ù'oerlodked
the vast 'wilderness of homes, with the
dome of St. Paul's.hanging-like a crown
ofîaitls above it. Ho came to his,room
n", .wn, sand thero made asimp.o

pr yer,ofcónsecrationalono. Ieofeltthpe
sol udeof ti ecity. Somu eigl by young
mon were employed a ,the saue..s-.
tablishnent as liimaef.

"I resolved," said a great reformer,

1M8

'ijr----

"to have no friands by chance, but by
choico, and to ohooso only suchi as woulà
holp m1a In m'y spiritual lifo and devop,iiiit."

Tho young apprOntice lad a liko
purposo. lie found a few young mon
among his follow-workmen wlhose livs
had a moral aim and purpose. S'ome
of thso ho invited to hold religious
services with him in his roomn. Thes
invitod othors to moot with thonm for the
sanie purposo. Tho Mootings grow in
numnbers. Thoy multiplied. Young
men's meetings for young men becamo
a movomont among the London trades,
and in 1844 thoy led to the forming of
the first Young Men's Cliriatian Asso.
ciation.

Tho society spread. Its influence
wau folt throughîout England; Aierica
took up tho work; tho Islande of the
Pacifla; parts of Asia. Nearly threo
thousand associations wore represented
or reported at the tenth annual con.
ferenca held in Borlin. Now the iove.
ment is found to moot the needs of
collages, and more than two hundred
associations havobeen formed in colloges
and schools.

Some months ago, a gentleman walk.
ing along tho Thames Embankuent
saw tho grand domo of St. Paul illu.
mined by the twilight, and recalled to a
friand tho historic associations of the
ohuroh.

"And yet," said tho friand, still
.gazing upon London's crown, "the
influence of that church during the
present century as, I think, been out-
weighed by thoework, 6f a single indi.
vidual,"

"Who?"
"A moro boy." le added,lI mean'

tha apprentice who 'began in his Simplo
room in St. Pàul's Chùrchy urd the work
of Young Mèn's isiaa Àssociions
in tho world."

We cannot weigh influences, but the
abova remark is inspiring in its lefan
to those who sek te bo helpful ta
others; but 'whose only resource is-
faith.-Yoe, Contpanion.

Betrayed by Bad Giamiiar.
"'rnuE of these girls say ,they go to

school regularly," reniarked Justice
Power in the Tombe police, court the
other day, asfour children were about
ta stop down. Âgnt dhiardi, who had
arrested tho .three as ldolnquents, and
tho other for picking up-bones, took the
fourth girl toona side and said lie knew
the othoi-a did hot go to school.

" Ai'6 théy ultbgether ?" asked the,
court.

"&No,fsir," ,answored one-ofthetrio.
"'Us don't bolongto she."

"Whatl Theýlext girl who goes to
schoob-was that sentence correctl"

"iNo,lin

" What shlild al a have said "
" Heran't ona, of we "
"lorrorl Iiolnaxttyit'P
"S So b6 t oua af us thro."
The justice groaned, and asked the

fourthWirl'to repeat tho sentence. Shel
had said notlinig'abôut ùdhool; -but ee
replied, " Sh il no't one of us."

"You are liscbarged,"1,aid the court,
" The othera 'will lavo a chance to study
in a ref6rrnàtory."i-New.York Herald,

A rITTLU girl 'as asked lby her
mother on lier retùn fxom dlburdljJiow
ehe liket thoproacher. "".Didn'Lliko
hlim at'tallv'wasl theoeply. "ý,why ?" p
"'Oause he preached tilt lie ri'adÔ'm 1

îslepy, n'd ~hp4 'd s lôd Lhat
hl ivauldn't lt ni go te sloep."
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