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pleati ru> excuse for baving kept you so long
wniting'"

IFortunately," repiied the Count, III have'
a great deal of lime for n ver>' litie businez%
which may account for my> spending se much
of it waiting in your antereom."

IlWell, M.4. le Comte, unless vou wish lis
hoth t0 lose more, pray explain to me the busi-
ness ibat brings you here.Y

This appeal t0 the real objeet of bis v'isit
scemeci ce check the current of frivolit>' t0
which 31. de Lozeraie was giving way; bis
cmbarrassm-ent, returneti, and M. Durand could
se moe plninly than ever, tint he hldt in his
bands te ruost important interests of his
cnemy.

Aftera momentIssilence, tbeCountresumed:-
'<'You must remember, sir, thc arrngement

that was proposeti ce lis hoth by the M.Narquis
de Beriz>', by whicb 1 censenteti te pay iute
your bauds the price of a forcst 1 had just
purchascd ?*'

III remember perfectl>', rc-plid the banker,
that 1 crmscnted 10 reccive the price on ne-

count of M. de fleriz>'."
Monsieur cde Lozernie bit bis lips îth vexa-

tion, nt ibis sarcastec repecition of the w-ord
4conscntcd," whicb hacl, in fact. escapeti him,

-vithout, any intcntion cf impertinence; but
habit bnci provet 10 sirong for bis resolucion
ie be simplc andi police, andi hc soon founti tbat
bhu ht 1 do witb a man, who wis disposecil ce
let nothiug escape him chant saroureti cf an as-
sumption of suipcirity. H~c continucti, how-
cvcr- 0l f the two millions of frlancs tlint you
so kindly cindcrtook Io rccc-ivc froin mc, xwù'.c
hundreci tlîousnd have -1lready been dcposit-

,::Yc sir, -andi ilie rcmninder bias to bc fortb-
coming withiu this moncli."

<'hI is ce obtain a few monchs delny for this
last pnym nn, chat I now qe ir.'

eProm me .msrl" replied thiebank-er, wit nu
'Gr of sulrprise; <t you înuçt be awarc thal in
this transaction, 1 amu, as it wec, merci>' the
Mlarqni:s's cashier, andti hat be orîly ean graint
yon sncb la delay.."

etI anziýcipca sncb a- repli' on your pairc,
ant c ovcmrile ii, 1 chiait it rigbî to e il to
yen the circnt stances illat, havc put it ont cf
my> powcr to fulfil my engig=mentsY"

Tic banker n-i,-sumcnd a I*scningatritude, anti
the Count procdci-

'l lhcn I matie ibis pnrcbase, it xvas in the
boe of sccing fail inmcc ru' ands the exclu-
@ive contra cc, for furnisbing the difrcriat sup-
plies rnecssamr> for the c.xpctcion ce Algice.

" I understanti you, sir," replied the barktr,
distiainfullv; « you reekoneti upon lte cao:-.
mous profits resu]ting from, so honouraVc a
spet-ulation, te compleue tlie sums necessary
for the paymenî cf your purebase.-"

«INo, sir, the price cf my purcbasewas corn.
plete at the time; but 1 was inveigleil inco t1à,
speculation, as yen caîl it, by a miserable slàarfr
er, wbo, under the pretext cf buying ever ti
persons wbe were te procure me Ibis monopo.
ly, bas defraudeti me cf an enormous sum."

M1. Duranti could nol enlircl>' conceni h_îý
exultation at Ihis revelation, but replicti te N1
de Lozcraie--

"lThese reasons you eau e-xplain te 311 cit
Berizv, whowill unticrstand cliem, îborougblv.'1

INet se wvell as you, I am sure, saiti chý
Count. "'Tbe Marquis is an olti ceuntry' gen,,
tieman,, who lins liveti quite npart from, andi
stranger le bnsiness transactions, %whilst ya-
M. Duraud wie know how Ihese tbings a:
manageti 1

III knew nothing ntl ail about sucb rnh
tiens ns you speait cf," replieti the banker, wc
distiain. IIWe men of ne name confine o%
selves le sucix as are - -lea.

1 cannet sa>' wbecber che liesication tbat i
duceti ';. Durant c substitute Ilie word Ztri
for honcsi, which he was goiug ie use, proS
cd fromn some remnins of politeucss, which r
strained him froim cffering such an insuit ca
gentleman in bis own bouse. or wbetber
remembrance cf wliat bnci se latcly trrctnspir
bctwcen him; anti M. Danenu, in whicb lic h-
stretchecl bis lcgaly seometvhar beyonti -'

lieunts of boiîusy, liat any thing te do winh
At an>' raie, tbe CeunI repiieti cnly te the wcz
pronouncei, and., Tcsiiming bis trilling c-
s:cid with unaccouncable bcedlesness-

"tis ue, thnt tbis affair is tiot cxncily
legnl one, anti icrefore it would be a mlb*
confidence ie make te the Marquis de Ber.-,
a member of tbe ucnper bousc.Y

"Do yen finti it tben more politc le
sncb a confidtial communicatiun ton dcp-.
an member cf the lowcr housel" asitet M. Il
ranci: wiib sarcastic gravicy.

Tbc Ceuni nt once perccive th ie gaatJz
lie bnci commitccd, anti tbiuking bo pass 1%
%vitb a toule cf affed goed nature, litc
caI.-med-

II ome, comel M1. Durand, let us nec
tend te miscmdrmanti acb other. You k
as well ae 1 do, liow tbese matcers are
ziga&i Ycn are a man cf tlie world."

111 amx a man cf tbe people, M(onsicr


