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The Commission vs. Denomina-
tionalism.
VI
I' B. KxowLEs

As we pursue the study of the Com-
tmisston, we find no truth more clearly
and constant!ly affirmed by Chnst and
his Apostles, than in the language of
Paul, " ‘That Clrist dred for our sins,
according to the Seriptures” (1 Cor,
xv. 3). Let us, then, consicer the fact
of the atoncment, the one foundation
teuth of our hope and tejorcing m God,
according to Paul, tor, * We also re.
joice in God thtough our Lord Jesus
Christ, through zwohom we have now
received the ravnalintion (Rmmns
v. LI).

Jesus emphasizcs this sublime truth
in the commission in the statement,
“Thus it is written, that the C.irit
showld suffer, and 1isc again from the
dedd the thisd day; and that repent.
ance and remisston of sins should be
preached in his name unto all the
nations * (Luke xxiv. 47). lence,
Jesus affinms that the Scriptures declare
the recessity of s sufferings and death
for more redemption. And the voice
of the prophets give unmistakable testi-
mony tespecting the necessity and pur-
posc of his sacrifice. Listen to 1saiah -
“ e was wonnded for our fransgres
stons, he was brutsed for our infquities «
the chastisement of our peace was upon
Aim > and with Lis stripes we are healed,”
“The Lord hath laid on 4im the
ensquity of us all” “For the trams.
gression of my people was At stricken”
““When thou shalt make his
soul an offering for sin” * And
he shall dear their fmiguities” “He
bore the sinof many, etc. Inharmony

tith this tc:.nmony, the angel said 10
Jbseph, 1t is hq that shall sace hxs
people from their sins” (Matt, i, 21).
.and John declared him to be “the
Lamb of God 1hat taketh away the sin
of the wotld * (John i. 29).

Jesus said of himself, *'1 lay down
my life for the sheep™ (ch. x. 13, 138).
Again, “Even as the Son of man came
not to be ministered unto, but to min-
mer, and to give Ait life a ransom for
many » (Matt. xx. 28). So vital 10 our
redemption, therefore, did the l.ord
consider this truth, that he gave the in-
stitution of the Lord's Supper, to pro-
claim for all time, ¥ This is my blood
of the covenant, which is sted for many
unto remission of sing” (Matt. xxvi, 28)
And the testimony of the Holy Spirit
through the apostles, everywhere, is to
the same cffect, as follows - “ Him did
Gud exalt, with his right hand, to be a
prince and a Savionr, for to give repent.
ance to lsmel, and semission of sing™
{(Actis v 31).  *Feedthe church of the
L.ord, which he purchased with his ewn

? (ch. xv. 28).  In whom toe Sate

our redemplion throwgh his bood, the
Jorgiveness of aur frespasses ” (iphaa, 7).
“ Even as Chast also {oved you, and
gave himself up for us, an oferingand a
sacrifice 10 God for an odour of a sweet
smell” {ch. v, 2). *\Who gave himself
aransom forall” (1 'Tim. ii. 6). ** Who
gave himself for us, that he might re
deen us from all miquties " (Titus 1,
14).  ** When he had made purification

of sins, sat down on the night hand of
the Magesty on high” (Heb 1, 7).
*“Who ncedeth not daily, ke those

high priests to offer up sacnlices, first

for Ins own sins, and then for the sins

of the people, for thue /e did once for

all, when he offered up himself™ (ch, vir

27). **Howmuch mote shall the blood

of Christ, who through the eternal

Spirit offered himself, without Llermish,

unto God, deanse your consaence cte.

{ch. ix 14). “DBut he, when he hagd

offered one sacrifice lor sins forever, sat

down on the right hand of God" (ch,

sanctified through the ofering of the
dady of Jesus Christ once for alt” (v.
10) ' Bun through his oten blood, en
tered in ance for all into the holy place,
baving obtarned eter nal vedemption ™ (cly
iv, 12).  * Hut now once at the ¢nd of
the ages hath he been manifested to
put arvay sin by the sacrifice of himself”
(v 26) * So Christ also, having been
once affered Lo bear the sins of many,”
cte, (v 28). Yo r.ercrefeemed . | .
with precions blood, as of a Lamb without
blemish and without spot, eren the blood
of Christ” (1 Peter, i. 18, :9) “Who
his cren self bare our sins in hiv dody
upon the free” (ch, i, 24). ‘' Decause
Christ 2lso suffered for sins onee, the
righteous for the unnghteous, that he
might dring us to Gad" {ch, iii, 18).
* In whom we have our redemption, the
SJorgiveness of our sing” (Col. i 14).
 And the dlood of fesns, his Son, cleans.
eth us from all sin™ (+ "ohn, i 7).
“And apart (tom shedd ;& of blood
there is #o remission (Heb, ix. 22).

These, I may say, ate but a few of
the many clear, positive portions of
Scripture which show the reasont why
*‘I'he Christ should suffer,” But this
most sacred truth, this only foundation
fur the hope of salvation from sin and
death, 50 graciously given 1o our lost
race, has not escaped the assaults of
humanisms ?

The Enc’y R, K. {Art. Socinianism),
bsays, “"Their doctrine respecting the
atonement is, that God requires no
consideration or condition of pardon,
but the repentance of the offender, and
that, consequently, the deathk of Christ
was no real sacrifice for sin”  “'They
assert that the only objects of his
mission were to teach the efticacy of
repentance, foithout any proper afone-
ment for sin a3 a means of restoring us
to the Divine faror"” (ital. mine). And
Mr, Dewey says: ‘Two leading views
of the sacrifice ol’ﬂChnsu divide thm
Christian wotld. 7The one regards it
as an expedient, the other as a mani,
festation, According 10 the first vicw,
the sactifice is usually represented
cither as the suffering of a penalty, or
as the payment of a debt, or as the
satisfaction of a law. It is something
that either turns God's favor towards
us, or makes it proper for him L0 skew
Javer. It it some new element, or
some new evpedient introduced into
the divine goverminent, without which
it is impossible 10 obtain forgiveness.
T'he other view regards the suffering of
Christ as simply a manifestation. It is
not a purchase or procurement, but 2
manifestation of CGod's love .nd pity
and wil ingness to forgive.” * Now the
view of manifestation is the one which
we adopt.”  Again, " They (the ortho-
dox) still procced, it is true, upon the
presumption that this manifestation was
intrinsically wecessary , 1hat sin conld not
have heen forgfren without it ; that the
authority of Ged's law could not have
heen otherwise upho'den, I certainly
cannol take this viewe of the subject”
{ital. mine) (Dowey's works, vol. iii., p.
18, 79). And Mr. Dewey, no doub,
speaks the sentiments of the Unitasian
body generally on this question of the
atonement, and as are expressed in the
Enc'y of Relig, Knowledge, as referred

to above,
2. 'Fhe regmant authonty of Jesus the

Chnist 1 a truth most plainly tzught in
the commussion, Qur Lord, conscious
of the fulfillment of the prophecy that
“The gotermment shall be upon Ais
shoulders™ (Isa ix. 6), announces,
w48 authority hath been given unto
me in heaven and on carth.” And n
the excrcise of his regal power, there-
fore, commanded his ambassadors to
“ make disciples of all the nations,” and
pronounced condemnation upon all
who should reject his authority, and
refuse to be his subjects.  In the im-

right hand of God,” he answered l’ihlc,
““*Thou sayest it, for J am a King"
(Jonn xviii. 37). 'The government of
the kingdom of heaven is an absolute
monarchy. ‘There is no limit to the
king's power,  ‘Lhe *“all authority ”
claimcd by Jesus embraces this absolute
kingly authiority. It cannot fall helow
this. Tt is certain, therefore, that
Christ claimed to possess the govern.
wment of the kingdom of heaven when
he thus commissioned his  disciples,
But it isalso certain that no ont who
is simply hicir to 1he throne, possesses
all the authonty that belongs to that
throne.  ‘I'his Jesus positively did
7 .
¢laim  He was not, then, sitoply the
Aeir 1o the throne, but possessor of it.
But further, if Jesus of Nazareth is not
king mote, with all authority, the time
will never come when he can be, for
the lime will never come when he will
possess greater authority, than he now
Aas, for he now has “a//)” and cannot
have more than this. In this sense,
namely, of supreme otoner and ruler of
the kingdem of heaven, the Holy Spirit
declared through the apostles, *‘hat
God hath made him both Lord and
Christ™ {Acts ji. 36), and in proof of
this he quotesand applies the prophesy
of David as then fulfilled, “* X'et have /
set my Aing upon my holy hill of Zion,”
for he thus applics the l:nguage of the
prophet in which this declaration is
found (Psalm fi.), to Christ and his
church {Acts iv. 25-28), and with this,
as to point of /ime, again the prophecy
of Daniel (ii. 44), “ In the days of
those Kings shall the God of heaven sef
up a Aingdom, which shall never bé-Je
stroyed.”  ** ‘The days of those kings"
were the latter days of the Roman
Empire, as is shown from the fact that
the kingdom of God, represented by
“the stone cut ‘out of the mountam
without hand,
his ﬁd
pieces,” and would “ consume all these
kingdoms ” (v. 44), represcnted by
“1he sron, the drass, the day, the sitver
and the go/d™ (v. 45). Now, it is
simply a matter of history that the
great Western Empire came to an end,
fell to rise no more, in 476 A. 1., when
Romulus Augustus, its last emperor,
fel), and Odoacer became king of Italy,
And as carly as 30§ A. ., Canstan-
tine, a professed Christian, sat upon the
throne of the Roman Empire.

‘I'he fact that the kingdom of Jesus
Christ, set up in the days of the
Crosars, did overthrow the gteat politico-
pagan institution of universal ¢mpire,
which touk its rise in the golden reign
of the Babylonish king, and continued
till 476 A. D.,is plainly a matter of
history.

Another important fact wust be
mentioned here, namely, that jesus
committed to his own ambassador,
Peter, the op:ning of his kingdom.
Said Christ, “ I will give unto thee the
keys of the kingdomof hiaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on carth
shall be bound in heaven, and whatso-
ever thon shalt leose on earth shall he
loosed in heaven” (Matt, xvi 19).
Now, if Christ's kingdom was not es.
tablished during the apostolic ministry,
it was not opencd by the aposle to
whom alone was given the right 1o open
ft, and the kingdom 1s yet Jocked up.
Nor 1s there any promise that it ever
will be opened. ‘The truth s, that
Peter used the keys committed 1o hins
and opened the kingdom to both the
Jews and the Gentile world. And in
doing so he was- careful to announce
the swpreme regal power of feiws 10
both. Unto the Jews he said: ¢ Let
all the house of Israel therefore know
assurecay, that God hath made him
both Lord and Chrizt, this Jesus whom
ye crucrfied ;" and to the Gentiles he
declared that " /e is Lord ef all ™ (Acts

mediatc prospect of his death, sesur-

ii, 36 and x. 36).

to the uttcrances of David, who,
“being therelore a prophet, and know.
ing that God had sworn with an oath
to him, that of the feuit of his loins he
would sef one upon his throme , he fore-
seeing f4ds spake of the resurrection of
the Christ” (Acts §i. 30-36)  And
some thirty or motre yeats after Peter
had declarcd that Jesus was both ruler
and possessor of the kingdom, Paul
wrote to the church of Colosse as
follows: *“Giving thanks unto the
father, who deliversd us out of
the power of darkness, and franslated
us into the kingdom of the Son of his
love,” etc, (ch. i 12, 13). ‘Fhe king:
dom of Jesus was a fact, then, when
Paul wrote, A. D. 64, and John writing
thitty years later, considered himself
alsa i the Lingdom at that writing, for
he wrote, * 1, John, vour brother and
pattaker tith you in the trilulation and
kingdom and patience which are in
Jesus” {Rev. i. 9). He also siates
that * Jesus Christ, who is the faithful
witnices, the firsthorn of the dead, and
the ruler of the Lings of the earth, .
made us o kingdom, priesis unto his God
and father " (Rev. 1, 5,6). Wenotice
once more the application which the
apostle makes of David's prophecy,
with respect to Christ (E{eb. st ch.).
After quoting David, *Thuu art my
son, fAis day have | begoiten thee,” he
shows that the prophecy, in point of
fime, refers to the resurrection and
ascenston of Christ, for it was " when he
again bringeth the firsthorn into the

toorid " that he saith, “and let all the
angels of God worshlp him,” and * Thy
thrane, O God, is forever and ever, and
the sceptre of righteousness is the
sceptre of thy kingdom,” *“God, thy
God, hath anointed thee . . abore
thy fellows"—Melch:zedek, Aaron,
Moses and David.

En bharmony with this application of

" ¢! smote the .n\'n.gw
(v. 34), bet’ h ¢ David’d languagt to the veign of Jesus

Christ, during the present age, the same
apostle in his letter to the Corinthian
Church, says of  Christ, tnefirst-fruits ”
of the resurrection, ** Me must reign,
till he hath put al! his enemies under
his feet,” and that this will take place
“at his coming,” and ¥ Then cometh
the end, when he shall defiver up the
kingdom to God, cven the Father”
{1 Cor. xv. 20, 23, 25). Clear it s,
then, that when the Christ comes again,
it will not be to enler upon his reign, 1o
take his kingdom, but to deliver 12 up to

the Father.
But all this way declared by Christ

himself 1o his apostles, in the a5th of
Matthew : “Hle “shall come in his
glory,” and he shall *“ st on Yhe throne
of his glory.” *’Fhen shall the king
say unto them on his right hand, come
ye blessed of my Father, inkerst the
hingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the twvorld) cte.  Again,
it was declared by the prophet, “ And
he shall bear the glory, and shall sit
and rule upon his throne, and he shall
be a priest upon his throne® (Lech. vi.
13), and the apostle says that Jesus Aas
“become a high priest forever after the
order of Melchizedek,” who was “*kingot
Salem, phest of God most high ” (Heb.
vi. 20, vii. 1). He f3, therefore, both
king end priest upon iis ‘fhrone. He fs
our ** Great high priest who has passed
tRrough the heavens, Jesus, the son of
God ;» "a hgh pniest who sat down
on the nght hand of the throne of the
Majesty in rthe heavens,” ete. He 51
“ Far above all rule, and authority, and
poweranddonunion,andevery namethat
is named, not only in this wotld, butalso
in that which 15 to come:” and he (the
Father) “put all things in subject
under his feet, and gave him to he
head over all things to the Church, which
is his body, the fulness of him that
Sfilleth all in all” (Eph, i, 20-33). All
this was donc ' when he rafsed Aim
from the dead and made him to +i2 a?

Now, it is well known that the fact
of Christ's present reign and present
eustenceolhis kingdom isstoutlydenied
by some of his professed followers.
Let the following uitcrances suffice as
a sample of mutch that might be given
on the side of the opposition, to this
sublime truth, that, * Him did God
exalt with his right hand to be a prince
(“lcader, founder”) and Saviour”
{Acts v. 31). 1 quote from J. B,
Cook’s ' Review"” of Dr. Wayland's
seemon, “‘The Apostolic  Ministry,”
He says . “The suffering Messiah has
heen, the king must yef Ze”  Again,
" Yet the number and clearness of the
prophecics coneerning the asiwal (refers.
ing to the future) seign and kingdom of
Messiah, arc to those which foretell s
suflerings, about as fewto one” If
there be such a golden age. . then it
must transpire in the manner and by
the agency of Messiah in Ais second ad-
vent.” ¢ ‘The apostolic ministry, there-
Jore, preached the ' Lingdom of Gud';
they proclaimed the gospel as the good

.| news or joyful message that an Aearenly

Aingdom 10ill come . . of this king.
dom, the first advent of Messiah is
the earnest™ " He" Dr. Wayland,
“assumcs the reign or kingdom to
have already come, and that we only
labor to cxtend it.” *“If so, he over-
looks the Lord’s prayer, * Thy kingdom
come ;' he overlooks the oft repeated
prophecies and parables, which place
the kingdom a/ and after As return”
(¢tal. mine). *'The great salvation, the
resiitution, the Aimedom, depend on the
second intervention of Measiah, as the
atonement did on the ficst” . .  ffe
twill be a great king, reigning in right-
cousness” (t/al. mine). *“Then all the
prerogatives of sovereignty are his; he
will Zake to himsell his great power, and
reign . . in the kingdom of God."
“So it Is certain that there can be no
divine kirgdom to bless the world 2/
the king, Messiah, wmer” ¢ Each
evangelist, each sermon and epistle
of the apostolic ministry, speaks of the
Christ, or his coming as king.”

"I'he apostles place the mexfageand
not this, in subjection to Jesus (Heb.
it, §,8).  T/en he locatcs the new cove-
nantwith Iseael and Judah "{pp. 5.6, 10,
15, 17, 20, 43, 44 62, 70). One
quotation more (rom anwher work,
“The Sanctuary of the Bible,” must
suttice. “T'his writer, speaking of the
judgment, says : “The Son of God is
no longer necded as a great high priest,
He thercfore ceases from the office
farever, and becomtes a hing for the de-
liverance and glorification of his
people. 1 wish to lay betore the
reader the teachings of the divine com-
mission in clear contrast with denom.
inational opinion. In the case before
us, the attempt is made {chatity pre-
sumes unwitiingly), to rob the Lord
Jesus Christ of his glory and supreme
royal autharity, as #otw the pessessor and
ruler of his kingdom. et the reader
judge of the apphcability of the pra-
phet'slanguage, ** Will 2 man roh God :
yct ye rob me.”

Monthly Prizes for Boys and
Girls.

‘I'he ** Sunlight* Soap Co., omnlo.
offer the fullowing prizes every month
till turther notice, 1o boys and girls
under 16, residing sn the Province of
Ontano, who send the greatest number
of % Sunlight weappers:  1st, $10;
and, $6; 3rd, $3; 4th, $1;sthto rqih,a
Handsome Dlook , and a pretty pic*re
to those who send no less than 12
wrappers, Scnd wrappeis lo Y Sunlight
Soap Oifice, 43 Scott St., "l'oronto, not
later than 29th of each month, and
mark *Competition"™; also give full
name, address, age, and number of
wrappers.  Winners’ names will be pub-
lished in Z%e Toremto Matl on it
Saturday in each month,
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