
and Santy gave up hope and were about
to abandon the enterpnise when the cur-
rent as suddenly reappeared and for a
while ail wvent well. The mysterious cease
wvas never satisfactonily explained. 'l'lie
next day, when about one hundred miles
further, the brakes wvere applied too sud-
denly to the paying out cable, the vessel
gave a lurch and the wvire parted. 1'lhe
expeient had faileil and more thaui one
bronzed cheek, for the first tUnie probably
in years, felt a tear trickle down as the
vessel wvas put about and headed for Ire-
]and. Mr. Field, however, ivas not at ail
discouraged. On the.-contrary a letter
written by imii to the directors sliowed
hin- stili to bc full of that strong faitu that
is sure to conquer ail obstacles.

Iu 1.858, after more cautious prepara-
tion han been made, a second expedition
started, this tinie to start ini rid-ocean
and pay out to either shore. Afier payine
out five miles the %vire parted and thecy
started over acgini; forty miles more had
been conîpleted wvhen Uic flow nîysteriously
ceased. Againi they starîed and after two
hundred miles the cable again parted.
rFhey returned to Queen!'cown witlî Field,
the only mari of the party stili hopeful,
if not confident. He again miade use of
tbat subtle persuasion for which he seeins
to0 have been so fanions, to per-
suade bis colleagues in the great
sclieme to once more allow himi 10
repair to inid-ocean there to try agaiuî.
Not a cheer followed them as they put
forth oui tlîe r 71 of Juliy. on whlat some
Nveni so far as to caîl a fool's errand.
IFhis third timie they were more successful
and on August 5tli they safely stretched
Uic crible to the Newfounidlanid and a
strong, current ivas sent fromi shiore to
shiore. The success; of the veniture gave
risc to grest rejoicing and the intrepid
Field wvas the biero of the hour. Thîe
,tory was shoit-lived however, and -after
a. few messages had been sent, tlîe first of
whiclr 'vas the canticle IlGlory bc to God
on tie hishest, and on earth peace to
mien of good ivill,"' the current suddenly
ceased. The last message sent %vas One
of ninety-nine worde froin Que-en Victoria
to the President, wbîCh it tookz sixty-
seven minutes 10 transmnit, wvhen it becanie
silent. The failure of the schemie almost
oiverwhelmed its promioter and 'lthe

mariy headed nionster» zîîob whichi
hiad been so profuse inii is adulation of
hiiii in his brief moment of triumiphi,
cruelly turned on hini, and sonie even
went so Car as to say the whlole thing, 'as
a hoax. Civil war and trouble abroad
prevented Field froin iimiediately attemipt-
ing to revive interest in his plans, bldt in
the interîm, lie wvas studying the construc-
tion and tic faults of the cable iii order if
possible to reniedy theni and be better
prepared for tic next attemplt.

In 1865, as a goverrnment enterprise,
the Atlantic Tleleg-rap)h Cable Company
becanie a livingty rality. l'le G;reat
Eastern wvas chartered and with a much
inmproved cable, the start wvas once more
niade. Twice did the current stop on
this trip but wvas iemedied after the exor-
cise of sonie timie and patience; in fiact it
wvas afterw'ards found out that the stol)
wvas caused by mie insertion of a smnal
piece of iron into the covering of the wvire
thereby destroying the insulation aîîd
introducing so nmuchresistance into the
current aiý to practicaliy make it useless.
T1his insertion it wvas found %vas the %vork
of a dastardiy sailor îvho afterwvards con-
feqsed the crime. Afîer paying, out about
hiaîf of the cable, a flawv wa-ýs discovered by
Mr. Field and before hie could rernedy it
the %vire had passed overboard and a
moment later the cable again broke. So
nîany disappoi ntnients would certainly
have stopped any ordiîîary nmým, but
Cyrus W. Field was flot to be ba,-lkcd biy
any sucb, and after a fruitless; attenpt to
gra pple for tic lost %vire, the vessel returned
to London.

Xfter a delay of two years, during, which
a Jliter wire 'vas constructed, Uic Great
Eaistern again set sail on thi 3 th of July,
x866, and Uic enterprise wvas this timie
destined to bc crowned NviiUî success. On
Sunday thlî, 29th the cable was lsuîded and
a mlessa4g1e WaIS sent to bondon as follow-s:
"AIl wvell, tbank Cod, Uic cable is laid

and in perfeci working order'"
Afierza few days spent in repairing, the

suif line which had been iîe.glected by
ten years of enforc-ed idleness, the line
vias opened for miessages zand ibas wvorked
without a hitch ever since. After coaling
up the Great Eastern again set out fiir
mid-ocean, where the other cable had
parted, and after a search of a mnth,
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