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of public opinion, %vhen the ficklc p)opu-
lace of Athens drifted rioiv hither and thien
yon, the formai prosecution languished for
nearly six ),cars, during which timie the
arns of Macedon %were turned against the
Persians. But, wlicn the! fortune of Nvar
declared for Macedon, ;sliethinking
tbat bis party was strong enouggh to coin-
rnand a xnajority in tlie Asseibly, hasten-
cd the proceedings against Ctesiplion and,
with vindictive hatrcd, soughit to censure
and to ruin ])ernostheiies before any ac-
cident of politics could intervene in his
farour.

iPoor -:]-.,schines ! Poor dupe of bis own
inalignity !Engincer hoist with his own
petard ! 'l'lie b)low that he ainied at blis
great rival recoiled upon himself with
mortal force. It was the very prototype,
in sonie ways, of that cIosing scene in lie
.kerchazt c?1 Vezice, %wherein Shylock goes
out to face the jeers of the rabble, withi
bis har.d to bis browv and bis bieart on fine.
But the sccîîc at Athens "'as no fancy of
a dramatist. lt was a gnini reality.

This proud citizen of Athens, this
~schines, Nvho boasted that lie band sat at

tbe table,; of princes, tbat he %vas the irai-
mate of Philip and of Alexanden, tbat lie
biad been, notwitbstanding, a true friend
of the State and a lover of tbe people, this
mar inbd stood for lîours before the
dika--sts in tbe pitiless stornl of bis oppon-
cnt's stern logfic and resistless rbetoric
bad seen aIl b is pretensions scattered to
thue winds -,Iad heard, and heardl proven,
that lue wvas no scion of a princely line,
but tbe son of a vile slave, and iv'ell for
himi if lie could establishi legitiinte parent-
age even frorn such a source ! He band
listened to tbe stateinent, and could flot
disprove it, that lie hand been, indeed, thec
intiînate of Philip) and of Alexander, but
only thc intmuiate sbarer in aIl their
intrigues -against the liberty of Greece,
only the wretched tool ibat they biad con-
tenuptuously used to subserve tbe inost
infamous designis against bis own country.
And whien it was aIl oven and when lie
wvent fonth fromi that presence a broken
and a ruincd mani, hagig is head for
very shaine and bcating bis bneast in
agony, we scarcely know whether tben to
admire more the nobility of] l)emostlienes,
who followed bis becten fi)e and forced
silver into bis hancis, tbat so hie nuiglt flot
cat tue bitter hrcad of heggary iii exile, or
the nuagnaniimity of this saine -Eschines

years afterwards a-ckniovledginig to biis
pup)ils at Rhodes the superior mnent of bis
victor anîd hiniself outstripping their
rapturous plandits of Demiosthenies'iimaster-
piece by his own fervent, "O0, liad you
been there to hear luim t

'lo ]lave conquered sucu a nuan was
surely not the least gflory of the %vorld's
grr-atest orator- -for this beaten scis
hiad a grand sou], after ail, and in spite of
the mire of tbe gutter out of wbich the
Deniocracy of AMiens picked him, we cari
sec the sparkle of bis native talent. He
was a man of talent, but Denuosthienes w~as
a mxan of genius.

Genius, as well as the dianiond, bas
base iinuitators, and often, in tbe lucat and
the glare of the crowded popular atsenlbly
-be it ball-rooin or be it Senate-bouse-
the flash and gDlitter of tbe meretricious
article pass current, %vith the vulgar and
tbe vain for the imperisliable beauty and
bnilliancy of the truc.

XTet even as the diamond itself reveals
an added glory tbrough the cunning art of
tbe lapidary, so g"nius flashes witb newv
sîuiendours front the adventitious aids of
timie and place and language. And
Demnosthenes, as an orator, and as tbe
prince of oratorS, had certairily for the set-
ting of bis bejevellcd tbougbits tbe fine gold
of the îuuost beautiful, the raost ricb, tbe
most fauitltless tongue e.-er used by iari.
This Greek langua-ge tbat Homer and
IPlato and .:E'sclhylts and Sorlhocles rand
Thucydides have uniade undying, thoughi
called dead, xvas, in the r.aaster-grasp of
J)enosthencs, a thundenhoît tbat carried
ruiri and desolatit.n Io bis fous, and, in tlue
bavoc wbicb it wvrougbt, shone with a lurid
spiendour, ligbting up xw'lole Iandscapecs
of intrigue, shilling' do-wn irao the depths
of every bascncss, bnring.ing into startling
relief cvery single line and feature wbich
hypocrisy hand uwasked xihfrienidly daTk-
ness. That I do not in tbe least exaggcr-
ate is proven by tbe l)ancgyrics xvbich thc
lea.irn.-d in all ages anid of every cinie have
lavisbed on this nuarvellous Southenri
ton-ue, so well fitted to express the inner
life of a people wvhich, more fl-an ai
others, worsbipped tbe ]3eautiful in
Nature.

Coleridge, Nviih rare félicily, rails Greck
"the shrinc of tbe genius of tbe old

world " and further describes it as being
«universal as our race ; individuai as oxur-

selves ; of infinite flexibility, of indefatiga-


