246 The Monthly Advocate.

stands as a great absorbent of the life and heat that belongs to the w't", {
Many sermons tell you to be meek and humble, but you don't hear wad.
which tell you you live in your families to grow], to bite, and to Worllz
one another. You ought to make in your households the outward &
vigible life-work for this spiritual and transcendent life. There cﬂ"for
nothing too graceful and truthful, generous, disinterested and gracious <
the household.  All that a man expects to be in heaven, he ought t0 lr?
to be from day to day with his wife and children, and with those that®
members of his family. B
It is said of Socrates, that whether he was teaching the rules of 8 p
exact morality, whether he was answering his corrupt judges, or ‘lel'
receiving seutence of death, or swallowing the poison, he was still l
same man ; that is to say, calm, quiet, undisturbed, intrepid, in a WO
wise to the last. .
A man once called at the house of Pericles and abused him viol'entb’ .
His anger so transcended him that he did not observe how late it ¥/
growing, and when he had exhausted his passion it was quite d“r.d
When he turned to depart, Pericles calmly summoned a servant and
to him, “ Bring a lamp and attend this man home.” oy
Like flakes of snow that fall unperceived upon the earth, the seemit® s
unimportant events of life succeed one another. As the snow gat ghe
. together, so are our habits tormed. No single flake that is added t© =
pile produces a sensible change. No single action creates, howe‘*"*:be
may exhibit a man's character ; but as the tempest Lurls the avalad
down the mountain, and overwhelms the inhabitant and his habitati®
so passion, acting upon the clements of mischief which pernicious h# . g
have brought together by imperceptible accumulation, may overthr
the edifice of truth and virtue. -
Truly, a man ought to be, above all things, kind and gentle, but ho .
ever meek he is required to be, he also ought to remember that he “:h
man. There are many persons to whom we do not need to tell this tro®’
for as soon as they only think of having been offended or that some o
has done them any harm, they fly up like gunpowder. Long before tb‘h'e
know for a certainty that there is a thief in the garden they have us
window open and the old gun has been popped. Tt is a very danger® 5
thing to have such neighbours, for we could sit more safely on the ho™
of a bull than to live in quietness with such characters. We, there o 0
should form no friendship with persons of a wrathful temper, and g° I-‘t,
farther than is needful with a man of fiery and unrestrained Sp‘“lt,
Solomon said, *“ He that is slow to wrath is of great understanding b
he that is hasty of spirit exalteth folly.” &
Our advice is, to keep cool under all civcumstances, if possible. M ool
may be affected by cultivation. We should learn to command our will
ings and act prudently in all the ordinary concerns of life. This i
better prepare us to mect sudden emergencies with calmness and 10
tude. If we permit our feelings to be rufled and disconcerted in s‘:ﬁgp
matters, they will be thrown into a whirlwind when big events over
us. Our best antidote is, implict confidence in God,.—Selected.



