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teachings the rule oî faitli and practice. Tfle, modern criticai
study of die Bible is reachinge practically the saine resuits; as
have underlain Baptist practice froin the beginning. Baptists
are to-day doing a vas;t work in the practice and promotion of
Bible study. They have a, inagnificent opportunity throughi their
iiiiltitudinous educational institutions, thiroughi thieir Sunday
Sehiool and Publication Societies, through their Home and
Foreign Missionary Societies, thiroughi the Baptist Young People's
Union, through the l3aptist press, tlirougrh tieir educated minis-
try, through improved niethiods of teaching in the S unday Sehools,
through the ciicouragemient of regular Bible study ini the homes,
t1irough the endowmient of Biblical research, and in a hundred
other wvays, to promote the scientifie and popular study of the
Bible, and thus Vo propagate the truth and. adv-,ance the kingrdoîn
of Christ on earth. If Baptists are righit in thieir distinctive
views, the profoutider study of the Seriptures 'viii confirmn them
in their views, and the g.eneral promnotion of sucli study wvill
brin o- other- nearer and nearer to the Baptist position. If Bzip-
tists are wvrong iii anything, such study wvill tend Vo correct
thieir errors, which ivould be equally advaztntitgeous.

2. Nuext to the wide-spread enthusiasin for scientifie and
popular Bible study the feature of tlie age that mosb iînpresses
me is tMe zec<t with whtick hi.storicai i7zvestigation, is bei??g
cairwaiJ-war<l Everythiingç that pertains to the past life of
man is to-day a matter of interest., and occupiés the attention of
a host of earnest and painstaking investigrators. The determina-
tion Vo know ail the knowable îvitlî respect to man's life on
earthi, expresses itself iu antlbropological research, in archaeologri-
cal investio-a,,tionis, in the study of hiistory proper. Chiurch his-
tory is coming to be recogniized by historia1 students, apart
f'rom. their personil. interest in Ciri-stianity, as one of the iiost
important departînent-, of the history of man as a social being.
Chiurch history is beiugr sturbed more and more wvith a view Vo
grettingr a.t the exact facts, and not, so inuch as hieretofore Nvithi a
view to supportingr preconceived theories. Baptists have not
hiad anything like so large a sha-,re in the advancument of the
science of clîuirh histoi-y as their numbers and their intelligence
would Iead one to expect. We have left it to othier.9 very larerely
Vo bringr to Iighit inuch that is inost honorable in aur own his-
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