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wife, for a thoroughi good servant ie good
overywhero and at overytbing. 'Wall, the man w'as not far to ck who
'was to have the blessing of old Mrs. Bont's
favourito for bis iwife.

Tom Parker ]îad long secretly adnîired
the tidy Vicarage servant, who kopt lier
place co well, and w'as alwayc so, neat and
orderly both in lier persan and inilber wvork.
Lilco other worlinen w~ho have to be in
gentlemen's bouses at tirnes, Tom liad beon
often struck w'ith the slovenly and aveu
dirty appearanco of girls %vhen nt wvork,
«%vho on Sunday blossorned out gaily.

Tom's owin mother was a particularly
dlean, tidy woman, who got up early, did
ber work briskly and tboroughly, and had
alhvays a comfortable room and a, iell-
cookodi and woll-served dinner ready for
bier husband and chidren at twelve o'clock-.
Tom had often, of course, seen lier Nvitb a,
large bibbed wvorking-apron on, and tightly
rolled-up sicoves, but nover wvith untidy
hair hanging in bier eycs, a smiart faded
bonnet tilted on one sido, stockings iii
boes, down-at-heel clippors, a srnutty face,
and a coloured stuif gow'n that had once
been smart splashied and strealwd ivitli
stains.

Mrs. Parker put on a clean darli print
every Suinday nioringi, and with the help
of lier big aprons alw'ays contrived to look
dlean and wholcsoxne.

'A mother a chap cati feel proud of,' as
Tom used toi say to bis friends.

With sucli a mother, Tom would îîot
have been likoly to chooso a s]atternly ivife,
and the siglit of Alice always se busy and
tidy had a great effeet upon lis heait.

At last ho spohke. It was one day w'hen
hoe badl been sont for to moud tho kitchil
window, and Alice had been loft by Mrs.
Bent to cook the dinner while sho w'as busy
upstairs. Alice blushed and smiled, and
we may concludo dia not say ' No,' for on
the following Sunday afternoon, 'rith the
full approval both of the Vicar and Mrs.
Bent, Tom and sha took, a vak ter
arma-in-arm, wbich ended in tea at Mrs.
Parker's, and an introduction of « the nicest

girl in ]3ilthorpe, iother, who lias proinised
te o ny Nvife sorne of these days.'

And so the ceurtslîip wvont hiappily on,
and wvbon Alice wvas raised to bo biouse-
kzeeper in Mrs. Bent's place, lier Nvages were
raisod teo, and ont of 181. a year Alice
mîanagea to put by 61. for ecdi of the twvo
years, that slie lield that position, wvhicli,
added to-what shc had been able to cave
during the six previeus years cie iaa liveil
at the Vicarage, gave lier a nico littie surn
of 201. in the Savings B3ank.

Toni aIse had been carefuil and savingf,
ami besides imonoy lie had by him a littie
stock of v. ll-rnade furniture-tablos, chairs,
presses, =- 0 se on-tbo fruits of evoninge
of work when other young mon wore drink-
ing and smoking, or standing with their
bauds in their pock-ots doing nothing at ail.

Many useful presentts %'ere given theni
wbon at length the weddin-day was fixed.
Mrs. Dont gave theni a linge fringed bod-
quilt, knitted by lierself, wbicb che had
be-un as soon as sic was told of the
engagement. The Vicar's presetît w'as a
substantial iron bedstead with a good mat-
tress wvhich Nvould last their lifetirne. 'Miss
Çelia, bis sister, preseutoed a dlock; Torn's
parents a prctty tea-service; bis yonng
men friends gave a, largo Bible with ail
thieir nîaines written iii by the schooltuaster,
whose hand;vriting- was more to bc reliedl
upon thaît was tlicir owni; ivhile tho Sunday
Scbool childreu w'bor Alice tauglit regularly
presented a linge Britannia-metal teapot,
wvhicb, as Mrs. Parker rcmnarked, Ilthougli
too large for present use, wvould corne in
useful by and by, and meanwbilo Nvould
makie a lovely ornarnent if Alice L-ept it
briglit, as well site k-new how.

Many other pretty and usoful presents
,werc given, s0 thora was no fear that the
new borne Nvould bo unfurnisied. But that
niew home, alas ! it could be oniy two roonîs
in a bouse full of other people; ana yet for
thoso two rooms Tom found ho sbould have
te pay 5s. 6à., a, wek-double the ront of a
nice cottage and gardon ail to yourself ini
bis native village.

'WMl everytiin- bc twice the price wo


