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i pot, Muel of the miming operations
was suspended during the long winter
seetxatt,  Mauy clums were “luid over;”
which meant that the Liw which provid-
wl for this, being taken advintage of
they were not forfeited from not hwing
worked, s they would otherwise have
been,  Henee the autamnad esodus ol
tauy of those who had means who i
wrated to the lower country, ot to Calie
fornda, antil the follwing spring when
the work on the elaims hiad to be resumne
wd, Pds condition of things male it
necesstry that  those  who  remained
should fimd the greater interest in cach
other's sodiety, and should make  the
nost of the Xmas tides the holiday seas
sonit being hailed as breaking in upon the
monotony, dull to the point of painfule
ness, which remoteness from other gone
ulntions oceasioned, ‘'he great i jority of
the pogilition found in the saloons their
principal places of  conconrse and en.
Joyment, Gambling was nneh indulzed
in by profossionuls and not-profession-
tls 1t constituted one ol the peenlinriyv
strong  tempiations  of the plaes, the
spirit of it encotiraged, some thought, by
the very oceupation they were pursaing
It was a neixim current in Cavihoa that
wining itself was a gambling pursuit, <o
largely did the olement of chance enter
into ite It wax what Josh Billings ealls
ed “faoling with toe chances'” and hke
a Iottery there were many  blanks  to
overy prize,

One illusteation of the prevalence of
the gambling spirit which the Chastma
time afforded 1 mnst not omit to men
tion,  Christimas week bronght wehors
Feom the agricnltueal portions of the in-
torior continguous to the great ook
rod  with  seasonable supplies in the
shape of turkeys,  ehickons,  roasters
eaws, ot while to the butehers  eaane
the finest of beef, mutton and pork, 'the
fowl which thus came to the market in
stitfiient quantities were not offered for
saley indeed, could not he honght, 1t
was held at one dollar per pound.  But
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that meant shmply in every s the
price of a chanee in o nitle. Ro uumy
chances for o tirkey according to the
number of ponnds it weighed, and so or
chicken and roaster —-all - were  vatlled,
‘I'his was kept up in the saloons for two
or three nights before NXuws ove, in
some dnstances the same article being
ratled more than once, .\ poor look.
out for the preacher, you say,  Well, no
the prexcher did not fave wo badiy,  1he
trkey which he conld not buy was sure
to cutie to the door o Nas eve ticked-
el with some one's  compliments, On
one of our Nwmases 4 kind rriend who van
both it ranch and a grist mill and who
owght his commodities to Ciiadboo in
hix sdeigh o distutice of one hundred and
twenty miles, sent a fivst fenit of his
eargo to the parsonage in the shape of
a conple of saeks o) flonr, i reaster, a
prair of chickens, and two dozen eggs,
When it is remembored that flour wax
xevert dollars o sack (@t had been e
dollzrs), that eges were five dollars per
dozen, and the ether articles one doliar
per ponnd, it will be dmitted that this
was at pretty handsome donation, Phix
wits additional ta @ couple of trkeys,
w e of mutton, and a prime roast of
beef from other sources.  The climate
supplied ug with superh cold storage fa-
dlities free of chiarge in the Jow temper-
ature of the region which Kept artivhs
frazen for motiths without a break in
the shiape of a thaw,

Of course wo had our Xnuix service in
the dittle church with an unusually goml
attendance and n Zeuerons Nimas offer-
ing in the plite eolleetion,  Afterward:
fhere wax o gathering of congenial souls
in the paesonage, aid had the parsonage
bewn lnrger theve would have been maore,

1 fear that the limit of apace allowed
for this gossipy remduniscence has been
more than reached. T must therefove
Loy down the pen, leavine mnel thay is
mare or Joss directly  relevant, dor the
present, unsaid, :

JOSEPH HALL.

Decemher, 1899
# Christmas Caro,

Betlilehew's pliins are «tilt as given,
Buthlohem's Juirvest ticlds ax white,

Ax when anged bands were seen
Muking lnminous the night,

1But ror long hay ceased the tay
Sunge by that seraphic choir,

And for long hus passed away
That apoealypse of fire,

Yot that uncient Christus song
Ntill is sung by faithful heurts,

And the light that's vanished long
Reixlituoss to the soul {mputts,

Still to Faith's divining eye
Lustrous forms the expanse fill,

And to Tove's quick car the sky
Throbs with heavenly wmusie still,

While the ages come and go
Hymus of praise unceiginge vise,

And with songs by saints below
Augeds join their symphonies,

Glory «till to Gml ix given,
Penee on earth is still made known,
And the Heir of enrth and hoaven
Carime the kingdoms for Hix own,

Christinas joyfully veturns
On the wings of this new morn,
Gratefully onr spirit yenrns,
Waorshiping the Christ onee horn?
—Pawson Boms in Diastrated London
News,
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1 yOu enjoy @ur Christmas No
express it by sending in your sub-
scription immediately.
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"Mhore is only one real failure in life
possible; and that is, not to be true to
the hest one knows.—~Canon Farrar,
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The accompanying cut &
presents the photograph of p o
twwa old titwe Indisns of the X
An-koemean-um nation, &
%

commonly called the Cow-
fchan.  They are reputed
t be one hundred years
oll, which ix highly prob.
uhle,

That being the case their
lives span the century.,

The picture was taken at
Somenos,

They are a type of peo.
ple which ave fust passing
away.
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