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THE TRADE REVIEW.

OF all its posseseions, in Rupert’s Land, tho only
ccctions which the Company can be sahd to have turned
to protitableaccount aro those lying beyond thisfertile
belte  Their own statement §3 that their * trading
operations are chifetly carried on in the fur-bearing and
northiern portion of the territory, where the climate is
100 severo for Nuropean cegonization; ' awnd their
position need not be disp ted.  But although thesr
aperations are carrivd on in the wilde, and they have
done their utimost to wpnold their monopoly, by tting-
ing their charter at the heads of all interlopers, these
efforts were vain, and the fur-bearing section of their
territory hias Leen for a few years past as tree to all
who may conte and go there, as though no monopoly
of the trade was ever held by the Company.  They
own some thirty-three amall furts, it iz true, seattered
over an area o3 hanmdreds of thousands of mlles, and
they bhave a costly statl’ of chief facturs and chict
traders,—the former of whom hive readiced 46,000 to
6,000 per annum each, in the olden time, when they
had a wouopoly of the businesz. ‘They have these and
many other applinnces yet for zecuring the lion sshare
of the furs.  But these are not sullicient to deter the
liunters of” Minnezota and 1 Kiver from domng a
targe and yearly increasing busmess in tiis direction,
too; and the Company has now a position on thesame
level as other “adventurers,” and no wore,

Tho tesritory other than the furdbearing section—
east of the Rocky Mountains, at least—has alnays
been regarded rather as a drawback to them than
otherwise, It was adupted for settlement—hither
cmigrants would come,~millions would yet peoplo
this fertile tract, and once that colonszation began,
good:by to the fur trade. Half & century ngo the
~malt end of the wedge was introduced i this way by
Lord Selkirk, He foimded the RRed River colony, and
ever ¢ince it has been aahiorn in thie Company’s sides.
‘The settlement grew te 10,000 souls, and from being a
purely commercial company=-which suited them ad-
mirably —they had to become a governmental come
pany, which did not squaro with their interests at
all,=whicli involved them in emdless trouble and ox-
pense, and mjured their reputation materially,  Their
pretensions to g y rights were stoutly opposcd
by the inhabitants—Canadians, Ameorncans, and the
white settlers, with mixed races and Indians.  One
and all disputed the ownership of the land with the
Company. They squatted on it, refusing paynient,
except in a very fow instances, principally the Com.
PANY’S OWN sRTVAIRS, So Yittle revente was collected
m dxis way that up to 1857 enly £2,000 or £3,000 had
been received from land salesy and when, at a later

criod, the Company demanded payment from the

‘rcuch seftlers, the Journal published an the setstes
ment stated there was a point blank refusal,  But
more troublesome stitl than these have been the In.
dians. They claim proprietorship of every acre of the
Company’s vast domain,  hey have prior, and they
agsort strouger rights. 1t i3 their country, and thefr
white brethren inust not steal it from them; payment
must be made to them, and not to the Cowmpany.” And,
add thio mixed races, we are descendants of these In.
dians; and if they were dispored to abandon their
claims, which is not the case, tee would, as the next of
kin, demand payment from tho Company, or whoever
clse assumes the government,  So theland controversy
has cver gone on in Red River settienient, and outside
it, to thisday. One day a band of Crees come kuock

g at the gates of Fort Garry, demanding a setile
ment frotn the Company; then the Chippewas pat in
their clains, and so on' through all the wibes: theyall
demand compensation for their lands, and most cer-
tainly that demand will have to be mettosome extent.
With adwirable art the Company have contrived to
stave off the evil day. But either they or their sue-
cesaors will have to deal with it beforc long  Buying
out the Hudson's Bay Co's. claim to the land witl not
extinguish the Indian title to st; and looking at the
20,000 or 30,000 Indians an that country, we shouldsay
thiat the paying off these would take, at the least, a
very handsomne sun.  Aud unless their title is extine
guished, fairly and equitably, be nssured there can Lo
no prosperous settlement in that land, and as for run-
ning raitroads or telegraphs through it,—~why, you
might as well try to run them to the moon,

lliut there arc anothier body of claimants for the
North-Weat—the people of Canada themselves, They
claim as belonging to the Province all the country to
the Rocky Mountaing, aud even to the Pacific, and
hold that Canada has no westerly limat, except the
ocean. X

Now, then, we divide the ('ompnn{'s territory be-
tween Lake Superior and the Mountaing into two sec-

tions. First, the fur-bearing regions, where the Com-
pany can trade a8 much a3 their capital will allow
them, and which we presume no government would
purchase from them. Sccond, the fertile belt, which
they are incapablo of holding or governing, part of
which they havo hitherto governced at a loss—where
their authority is set at naught and where another,
moro numerous and rightful, body of claimants sct
themseives up a8 dhe real owners” Aud, last though
not lcast, where (anads also puts ina substantial
claim to being lords of the soil.  With this grouping
of facts, the question of corapensation may be more
easily and fully approached, and we will close our first

PAPCT.

MODERN TRAVEL BY RAIL.

MONG the great revolutions effected during the

\ present century, probably nono has been greater
than that in modes of travelling  Inthe days of tub-
built ships and of the lnmbering singeconch, a jonrney
was regarded with no pleasant feelings.  Besides its
glowness and tediousness, it was a costly enterprise
which could only be indulged inby the privileged few,
and even then only on important oceasfons. But since
George Stephenson projected the fron rail, what vast
changes linsve been effected® Now we can steam across
the Lroad Atlantic m eight days, or speed along this
American Coutinent at the rate of tilty miles an hour
—and 3till more wonderful, these facilities for travels
Hng have Leen brought within the reach of the
Innblest classes* It i3 not possible to regard thisgreat
revolution in travelling othwewise than as an inesti-
mable blessing to our race  But every rose has ats
thory, and it mutst e ndmitted that our modern travel
Ly rail iz not without its disadvantages,

The greateat objection which canat present be raised
against Railway teavelling is ite insceurity. The nune
Bor of accidents which oceur is large, and the number
of deaths appalling  The year 1865 has heen unneually
prolitic of disasters.  Throughout the United States
the number of people torn, mangled sud geakded to
death on the diflerent linez of Railroad, Is believed to
reach nearly one thousand souls! Among these have
have been many able, learned, and distingunished men,
Quick travelis derirable, but surely sucha holocaust of
victims s too grent a prico to pay  There must Le
something radically wrong when so many and such
terrible catastrophes occur. It betrays o terrible reeke.
lesness as to human life, and calls aloud for & prompt
and thorough remedy.

‘The principal reason why Railway travelling is so
much more dangerous in America than in England
arises, in our opinion, from thoe fact that on most of our
lines there i3 only nsingle track  This renders trains
meeting each other always in danger of collision, and
often 2o crowds the line with work that it is anpos.
sible to prevent disastera. The remedy for this is in
the hauds of Legislative bodies, who might reasonably
insiat onall principal lines—those crowded with freight
and passengers—laying down a second track.  Of one
thing we feel convinced, this change would largely
decrease the number of victims annually offered on the
altar of fast travel. In addition to the dangers of a
single rail, our roads are not so well ballasted and
equipped as in England, and tho cmployés generally
do not scem to feel the responsibility of their oflices to
tho samo extent, It i$ a grave question how far a
Government is justilied in allowing a railway to run
which has not been closely inspected aud rendered
thoroughly safe. As to officials they shiould be held to
strict accountability for neglect or disobedience of
orders. Dot iu the United States and Canada there
is great remisstiess ou this peint.  Draw-bridge men
who allow trains to be precipitated into the river
below—zwitchmen who neglect to do their duty and
send numbers of their fellow-men to misery and death
—are seldom convicted and punished.  Thisshouidnot
be the case, and is mistaken mercy. The law shonld
clear)y detine the responsibality of the man whose
neglect or recklessness canses the death of others, and
the safety of the whole travelling comimunity impera.
tively demands that the penalty be strictly enforced.
We are glad to observe that our leading Railway hias
lately made some severe examplesof parties who were
so negligent of duty as to involve great risk to hifo and
property. They were arrested, tried und sent to prison
for gross neglect of the simplest rules of the Company,
and wo {rust this course will bo persevered in, until
somothing like contidence is engendered in the public
mind.

Modern travel by rail cannot claim precedence to
the jolly old stago coach on the score of healthfulness.
Not that railway travelhng is necessarily unhealth-
ful—it is by no meauns so: but because of the want
of a little attention to the simplest Jaws of health
Three cvils occur to us which particnlarly call for a
remedy  The first of these is thie over-heating of ears;
at this season of the year alinost every car is heated to
suffocation. This is most injurious to health, but it is
only half tho evil, for hundreds reccise, from the open.
ing of tho doorsand going from these furnacesinto the
cold winter air, coughs and colds which carry them to
their graves.  While over-heated cars and foul air are
using up tho pulmonary organs, the mode of cating at
Railway Stations injures tho digestive. Galloping
through a dinncr in fifteen minutes is 2 dangerous
experiment, and is the sure parent of dyspepsia and

its attendant horrors. Railway Companies shoulg
allow longer timo at stations, for meals, for It is fiy
better for a passenger to epend hadf an hour longer on
a journey, than to speud days before he recovors from
the cfleets of a deranged atomach. The thisd evil s
the want of proper ventilation in slecping cars. Thou.
sands of dollurs are now spent every night thraughout
Amrerica for aleeping berthe, but fow persons think
when they lic down that it §s to breathe a poisonous
atmosphere, which, if often repeated, roon takes the
bloom of health from the chieck. To prevent the dan-
gerons effvets of foul airin crowded steeping ears, thoy
should be ventilated both at the top anad bottom, and
the travelling putlic have n right to fnsfst that this
should be done without delay. In fitet nll of these minor
drawbacks to travel by rail ean easily be removed, and
therefore no valid excuse can bo urged by those com-
panies which permit them to continue.

The tendency of many Railway Companies at the
present day, seems more towards getting ~p sumptie.
ous carnages than what tends tosecure safuty, comfort
and hiealth. We read the other day, for example, ot
an Eastern Compauy which had put on thelr road o
“bridal car?* This is after the manner of the bridal
chamber at the mammoth hotels, and is alike absurd
and disgusting. This is not what the public want—
this i3 not the dircetion railway enterprise should take,
Rathter are they called upon to take steps to prevent
altogethier, or at least reduce, the hundreds of deaths
which theiv lines annually canse, and to make their
cars=-already luxurious enough~Dbetter ventilated and
more healthful. ‘There is great room for improvement
in theserezpeetss and the travelling community, if not,
our Legislative Lodice should insist that the needfut
remedies be promptly administered.

A SUDDEN CONVERSION,

HE change that has come over the ofticial Ameri-

cau mind within the fow months last past i tenly
wonderful. Before that, it was quite right that Cana.
dians shonld buy their tea, sugar, cofloe, boots, shoes
and knick knacks at Ogdensburgh, Buffalo or Detroit,
and smuggle them across the frontier. It was per-
feetly mworal, and a proper political retribution to
swindle John Bull and his legitimate heirs, the Cana-
diang, out of their customs dues.  But now that Uncle
Sam is the sufferer—now that the army of custows
officials has been removed to the American side of the
fronticr—woe have a capital illustration of tho truth ot
the fable of the lawyer's ox that gored the farmer's
bull, The officials across the river have become sud-
denly converted,  Smuggling is now discovered to be
immoral, sinful, wicked, and the telegraph andt the
press are made to denounco the vile Canadians who
are said to be engaged in this nefarious traflic, Bat
the telegraph and the press, and the American oftleial
mind, should not become converted by halves; they
should open their eyes to the beauty and the ultimate
profitableness of truth - They should not fasten afalse
accusation on us, Wo have indeed been accustomed
to their double invoices—one for paying by, another
for passing the customs with; to their substitntion of
one kind of articlo for anotiier in the warchouse, to
afl their infamous tricks by which they have rought
the villainous practice of smuggling to a regular
system—long enough to have learned to anitate them.
Butthus far we haveresisted the temptation.  If sinug-
gling futo the Stateshas beencarried on from Canada,
it has been Ly the Americans themeelves.  The scoon-
drels who became adepts in the scicncoof cheating ue
and who for 20 many yeara injured the legitimate bos
ness of our honcst traders, have but turned their
experience to account in swindling theirown revenie.
They have a story on the other side about a prom:sing
scion of Young America, who began picking his own
pocketa whea forcibly prevented fromindulging inthe
excitement of picking othier people's. This has te
come exemplified ona seriousseale in customsinatters
Let the Amcerican writers and stump-orators ackuow-
ledge it, and desist from their false witnesa agaiagt
Canadians,

~The number of locomotives at work on the twelre
principal railways of Great Britain at the closc of 1686
was as follows :(—Caledonian, 262; Great Eastern, 37t
Great Northiern, 345; Great (Vtswrn, 697, Lancast
and Yorkshire, 398; London and North-Western
1187, London sud South-Western, 207, londor
Brighton and South Coast, 203; Manchestor, Shet
field and Lincolnshire, 1795 Middland, §12; Notth
Eastern, 663; and Soutil-l'.:\stcm, 214,




