
19003 Zacchoeus t)

Z~schxue thechicf ainonq Mie publicans,
suid lie ias rich, v. 2. He %vas a social
O)UtcqSt. from whlora nothing good was looked
for, and from whomn every evil was expected.
In tlie Talmud 'vo read that " neitherprofes-
sional gamblers anîd betters, xior shepherds,
tax,-gathers and publicans, should beallowed
to give testimony before the court, as they
were not regarded as trustworthy in matters
of property. " Thon, hoe was " richi." "It
wnsL- very ] ittle to the credit of Zacchoeus that
lie liad made maoney in the 'wa~y lie told of
(so far as lie made it li that way). It is the
poorost thing said of hirn."

Hie souglit to sc Jésus.. -and coufd not for
ie pre'ss, v. 3. Oiie of the messorable
feature of the incident is the triumphi of
Zaccboeus over hindrances. His short
stature stood in the way of his oven getting
a gliinpso of Jesus. His profession as apub-
lican would not only have cost hlm the
respect of his neighbors, but most likely bis
own self-respect also, and a maxi with no
self-respect le the xaost heavily-handicapped
of ail. Ris wealth, as we have seen in the
case of the rich young ruler, would hold him
back. And what would his associatos say ?
Surely few mon have over set eut te, find
Jesus with less likely prospects. That hoe
faredl so well, not only reveals the gtacious-
ness of Jésus, but teaches how obstacles are

te treated. They are like enêmnks lit
titne of war. They are to, be discovered only
that they may be overtlirown. To any but
those whio are utterly feekicass, hindrances,
but increase nervo. The st.rugg(le against
themn often deveops, as it did in the case of
Zacchoeus, unoxpected energy of character.

And when Jésus carm to 11e place, he looJked
*up, v. 5. However eager axiyone mn.y be te,
see Jesus, Jesus is more anxious stili to, find
lilm. 'The -very erx-and on wlîich Ho came
to earth was te seek men, and te, seek thora
tlîat Ho miglit save thein. There is joy li
beavon whlen. a sinnor repente, and heaver.'s
Lord halls with eager delight every least in-
dication o£ turning towards botter things.
Wo may bo sure of loving recognition whlen
we corne te tie Saviour, for is not His spirit
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expressed in te1wrso J oýùia Isarnh
records thein : "1It slial corne to pass that
beforo they cauh, 1 wvill answer; and wlîile
tlîey are yet spoaking, I Nwiii hear." (Isa.
65: 24.)

To-day .1 muet a/iide ai ity house, v. 5.
Dr. Maclaren, of Manchester, has a volume
of sermons on" "Clrist's Musts."1 Ho divides
these 'lM:usts"I into four classes. One class
refers te tie necessity for His death : "lEvxil
so, must the Son of mani bo lifted up)."
(Johin. 314.) A second expresses His ûIial
ebedience and consciousness of I-is mission:
"I must work the works of Hiira that sent
me while itis day." (Johil9 :4.) Athird
lookzs forward to iis future triuimphi: IlOthier
sheep Ihbave ivhich are not of this fold - themi
alsol must brin,-." (Johin,10 :16.) A.fourth
applies thils groatestprincîple te the smalhest
dÙtv : IlTo-day I must abide at thy bouse."
(Lukze 19: 5.)

TUe half of rny goods Igive to the poor ; and
if Ihave wrongfully exacted augldt of any man,
I restore fourfoid, v. 8 (11ev. Ver.). If faith
is te hoe proven by wvorks, as the apostle
James says it must be (James 2: 14-20), thon
Zacchoeus' faithi had sol id testimony. A tes-
tiînony, too, it wvas, that would teli amongst
bis friexids and xieighbors botter than any
oblher sort of evidenco. Ho became strong
just wbere hoe had heexi weak, rigbteous
whiere ho had been unrighteous, genorous
and unselfishi where hoe lad been miserly and
churlish. "'Surely, I they ivould say, "1this
15 o! God."1 Itisalesson on wit.ness-bearing
deeply te ho pondered. Saying -witlhout
doing brings a profession o! religion inte
contexnpt; infinitely botter, doing without
saying. But wlîen a man's words are backed
Up by his deeds, mon are constrained te
bolieve la biis genuineness. That is what le
ineant by ]etting one's lighit "cso shine
beforo mexi that they may see your good
wvorks and glorify your Father which le in
hieaven." (Mt.5: 16.)

A~nd Jcsu said unto 7dm, To-day je ealvation
corne to thde house, v. 9. '« It is te ho noted
that it is the bouse -whicli has suddenly lost
lial! its wvealth, and not the poor wbo hiave


