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WIDOWS' FUND. !
Hamirroy, Sept. 17, 1850. ;
The committee appointed by the Synod at jta
{sst meeting, for the purpose of conununicnting
with congregations through their respective office- |
hearers, and endeavouring to.nterest and engage
them in mexsures for providing for the tamiltes of |
ministers, through-Life Assurance Societies, met
in-the session room of Kuox’s Churchi. Present, .
=Mr. Oshorne, convener, the Rev. Mr Cheyne, |
Me. McLellan, Mr. Ferrier, Guelph, My, Burns,
Toronto. The-mecting having been opened with -
prayer by-the Rev. Mr, Smellie, 1t was moved
and ar-eed-to, that the following gentlemen, who
were now present by the speaial invitaton of the
Convener, be added to the comnttee, viz .—The
Rev. Mr. Smellie, and Mr. MeQueen, Fergus;
Mezara. Fisher and Cook, Galt; M Smith,
Whoodstoek « Mr. Duf), Oakville ; Messra, Fisher, |
Walker, and Elmalie, Hamilton, and Mr. Davade
won, New Aberdeen.

The minute of the Synod, sugresting that the |
families of ministers should be provided for through
Life Assurance Societies, was read, and after
enreful deliberation, it was the unanimous convic-
tion of the committee, that the plan was imprac-
ticable, inasmuch as that to realize a sufficient
annuity for the families of all her ministers, would
involve tlie Church in an expense of abouy £1000
& year,

It was then moved by Mr. McLellan, and
seconded by My, Fisher, that this commiuee re-
commend that immediate steps be taken for the
creation of 2 Widows' Fund, on the following
principles:—

1. That the sum of notless than L£1090 bhe
raised by subscriptions and collections, on or be-
fore the 1st of Februasy, 1851,

2. That a sermon be preached and a coliection
made annually throughout all the congregations
of the Church, for hehulf of gaid fund.

3. That the family of each minister of this
Church shall be entitled 1o the benefit of said fund,
by his paying the sum of £2, anaually.

4. That each widow or faniily, shall reccive
from this fund assoon as it can be put it in oper-
ation the average sum of £10 a year.

5. That the before mentioned capital sum,
togetlier with the first annual payments of the
ministers, also to to be paid on or before the 1st
February, 1831, shall fort the nucleusof a fund-
for the support of the widows and orphans of -the
ministers of the Presbyterian Chureh of Cannda,
and shall he invested in good and sufficient secur-
ties, on or before the 1st March, 1851 ; and that
in subsequent years, the surplus arizing from said
annual collections, ministers' payments and-inter-
est accruing shall, afier paying such annvitants as
may have come upon the fund, be annvally added
16 said fund.

The above provizions having been read and put
feom the chair seriatim, were adopted.

It was moved by Mr. Fisher, seconded by Mr. i
MecLelian, and adopted, that circularabe prepared
and printed, embodying the leading features of |
the scheme, and usging its necessity ; that one |
circular be sent to each minister, and one to each
kirk seasion ; and that a sub-committee be ap- i
pointéd to prepare the said circulay, and alse a |
stateniént to be published in the Record. “The :
sub-commitice to consist of Mesers. Osborne,
Walker, Buins, and Elmslie. .

Moved by Mr. Fisher,seconded by Mr. McLel-
lsn, and idopted, that Mr. Burns be appointed
“Treajurer t0-this Fund, and Mr. Eimslie, Scere-

tary.

'X{(oved by Mr. McLellan, andseconded by Mr.
Walker, that in order that there may be no delay
in catrying into effect this most important object,
o subscription be now begnn. The sum of £73
0. Was subscribed by the members of committee.

© (Rigned) James Osnonxs, Chairman,
Geo. Erxsuir, Secrelary.
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PPOM A NEARER'S NOTES QF AN ADDRESY RY IRK

RLV. W. ¢, BURAS,
GaL. iv. &

The following address was delivered at Perth,
to the workisg people, at their breakfust hour, and
during a snow-storm.  Benng quitr extempore, 1t
will-vividly reeal 10 Inz old heaters Mr. Bumss
style in his oceastonal addresses - —

Few men are fitbed wah such a desiee afier
God's glory an Chust had whea fie saud, * The
zeal of unne house-hath vaten me up,* or o they

do, at timez, feel zomething approacting to ity

alt! it saon, soon evaporated,—at dors not 1ast —
And why s tdust Why do thoze who were once
the most zealous in the work of Ged berm to fail
asleepT—\Vhy do those who used to weep tears
of gorrow and pity over the uwuawakened, and
who could not int one act, dwhonoring to G,
pass unreproved, or at least unmoumed, now be.
gin to sit down with careless protessors, aavineg all
up in despondency and hopelesaiess, and even
sayving, in fearfal, God-dizhoasurmr  unbebef,
“ \Ve must just take thinga av they are, and leave
others 10 take their own way, and wait God's
time 17 My dear friends, who ever says that, 13
guilty of trewson ngamst the Ky of kmgs ; and
moreover, whoever perseveres in saying that, will
bring, ere long, a blicht upon his own soul, and, n
may be, on all hiz other labours. Tt iza danger-
ous thing to-cease from- the work of secking to
gain others over to the service of our Master; the
soul’s prosperity 13 so intimately connected with

it, that we cannot neglect it wihout losing the !

blessing of God.

QOn the other hand, if we are engaged in a go0d
work, we-cannot throw too much energy mto 1t
it is impossible to cast too fervent a heat into
genuine heaven-born-zeal ; for when will our zea!
be worthy the followers of the Lord Jesus, who
lef his throue and suflered, and bled, and died,

on this earth, just that He might bring glory to !

the Divine law, and spucufy the Father's name,
in the redemption of the loat smners, by the blood
ot hiy crosa?

« ft is good to be zenalously affected alwayzina !
Aud were none of you ever thus

good thing.”
aflected ' Some of you were zealous in dnys
past. [lasitlasted? Examine yourselvesasto
this while we mention one or two things-which
are inseparable from trae zeal, and without which
it cannot burn with a pure and steady flame.
“The first of these i3 a strong spiritual appetite.
A living believer seeks to have an equal refish Jor
all the food which he finds in the-Word of God.
‘I'here is no truth, provided it have Divine sanc-
tion, from which he will not exiract saving benefit,
and life to his soul ; the amallest parts of God’s
truth, as we might be apt to cail them, have deep

_attraction in his eyes, and the pleinest parts of

the Word have mwore charms for him than the
most adorned and omamented of human thoughts
and compositions,

. Have you this characteristic of a chuld of God ?
The sccond thing which we shall mention is
apiritual activity. This is the first outward
manifestation of the existence of true zeal in the
heart, and it springs immediately from the spiri-
tuanl appetite of which we have spoken.

The want of food incapacitates a man from
working ; unless his body receive due support, he
cannot work either bard or long; and so in the
Divine life, if 2 man ccase personally to live on
Christ, he cannot work long for Christ amnong
others. Imposeible ! He may keep up the
appearance of this life lony after the reality of it
is gune: | believe that some now present can
comfirm the truth of this by painful experience.
Are there not some among you who used to wam
your fellow-sinuere, and pray with them, and
employ every means in your power to lead them
to Jesus, speaking to them out of a full heart, and
with ail the earneatness of lovel but now, your
efforts are but feeble, and what you say is forced
and only id from a sense of duty. ’
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You complain that it does-not impress the

" bearts of thot to wWhom it is uddressed, My
dear friend, 1t dnes not perce your men eon»
serence ; and eh at 14 anly when a deep and

poneitul ampresston of the truth abides on 8

tnar’s own hieant that the word has power to

copviner and to cenvert othery.  Sometimes the

words spoken, whether of warning, or in com-
¢ tendetion of Chnst, are like nothing but dey
shelrtens of skin and bope, without erther life or
seul i the na, amd indlagr colit amd powerlers on
the ear Patah ' whea the truth svividly impareas
sul on the epeaker’s inmost soud, each word
seoms to have a volume in at, and every remark
drups down sweetness and fresh fragrance,

Aad why should it not be alirays thns ! 1s the
glory of Chrst not 20 precious to you as it once
wes! Are the fnterests of God's hingdom less
dear to you, or 13 1t so far advanced w die woild,
thiat yoa Lave nothing now to do-but to sit «till,
agld Lol udly enl Iy the state of sinnees less
awlil, or thar danger loss anmicent, beeanse
“they are ro many ¥y ats nenrer eteimty 1 No,
brethren,uo ! It i we who have changed 3 it is
we who have failen asleep. Oht confess it—
confeed jtem s 18 e who are shutting our eyes
and feldimy cur hands, and  falung asleep over
the work, in which cvr heart and hand—our
bady, soul, and spirit—our “time, talent, life—all,
alt should be eogaged.  Ah! but (hat is not the
spirit of the Loud's true people.  ‘T'hat is not like
the character-of your God and Father, or of your
Flder Brother mahe heavens, for He isa High
Priest for erer—le intercedeth crer—tle loveth
+ 19 the end, and beyond the end of time, even for
" evermore.  How inconsisient, then, are we, pro-

fessing as we do to be his chosen people, and te
be secking after conformity to his likeness.  You
kuow it 15 said in one place that ¢ all people will
walk every one in the name af his god;” even
the poor blinded heathien spend much of their
. strength and substance in the worship of their gods
which *¢ are yet no gods, but dumb jdole.” What!
and shall not we then *walk in the name of the
{ Lotd our Godfor ever and ever?”’ secing that Yo
{ lives aud reigns * the same yeaterday, to-day,
and for ever?” 1lis glorious power is not less
* now than it was when first we trusted in Him;
| his lung-suflering is not less patient, nor his cove-
tpant lesa seentre—lss love is not yet removed
from us, and lus faichful word abideth cver. We
t have the-same Bible we had then ; no promise
_has been taken out of it; the same throne of
grace to go to, the same Spirit to help infirmity
| and sirengthen fauth,  The Son -of God is -mot
aslecp.  Oh,no!  1le has been interceding for ue
on high amid all cur forgetfulness, barrennese,
and indifference. ¢ Behold, He that keepeth
+ Tsracl shall neithier slumber nor sleep.®

Belicver! can #an contradict this assertion 1

, Can you point to the time when you sought with

a sincere and willing heart to serve and glorify

Him, and say that then you found Him to be a

. wilderness, or a land of darkness? I know you

| cannot.

i It you desire the coatinuance of real, solid,
spiritual comfort, seel to wark diligently for God.,
You know that mere fecling cannot last long,
much of it must necessanly puss away ; it lasts

! for a time, but the mind wenrs out, and sinks inte

a cold relapse, and fresh excitement is required to

arouse it again. Ah! but that is not like the

calm, pure, and spirtunl feeling, produced hy an
jmpression on the will, Wirough the Holy Ghom:
elevating the conceptions, puzifying the desives,
constraining and keeping in subjection the whole
heart and mind to the obedicnce of Christ.
Another mark of zeal is implicit, immediate,
child-like obedience. How simple is the obe-
dience of a jittle child ; it does not ark a reason,

! or form a precize opinion of each step it takes,

but readily follows its parent wherever he leads.

A calm, quict, unmuimuring obedience, is what

the Lord seeka from his people ; a chastened

temper, a rencwed will, for such a work in the




