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# keeplng of this commandment, thers ia great
reward.” * But T would not think of stacting on
Sabbath ; still, when [ am actually on the way, it
cannot sucely be improper to go oo, I prefer the
quiet of home to the turmoil of a tavera. 1 can
easily be back in time to accompany my fauuly
to church.”” Exccedingly plausible , but when
weighed in the balances it is found wanung Lt
us untavel this well, and mark how flimsy 1t 1s.
1t is wrong to stare, but not wrong to prosecute,
a joutney on Sabbath, when once sarted.—
Whercin consists the dillerence. A day we gen-
esally consider to be twenty-four liours, Lhe Sub-
bath ia a day of the same duration with the other
days of the weck. It mauers not which part
you encroach upon., He that offends in one is
guilty ofall. You deem it not sinful to travel
catly in the morning or late 1n the evening—atier
or before the public scrvice.  Another may ea-
tertain the same opinivn respecung any other
portion of the day, and withas great justice.  All
the parts, in point of sacredness and obligaton,
stand on & level.  Let your principle be carned
out to its legitimate lengih, the Sabbath nught be
devoted to constant teavelling, and goon be anm-
hilated.

You do not relish remaining over Sabbath n a
noisy and uncomfortable tavern. But is God's
will to yield to your ease and comfort? You
should be willing to submit to a httle inconveni-
ence to obey Him who loadeihi you with benefis.
You may expect to meet with God in the use of
the private means by the way, more than you
would do in the public, supposing that ir order
to enjoy them you unnecessarily Kkept not your
foot from the Sabbath. I yuu bLe leruile 1n expe-
dients and sincerely anxious to do good and com-
municate, you may scatter sced by the way side,
you may leave footprints behind you in the place
where you stay. T'he example you give of pre-
ferring God's precept to your own pleasure, is
fitted of itself to exert a salutary influence.

You wish to get back within the bosomn of your
family. Most praiscworthy in itselt; but, se~
member, “ he that loveth father and motber, wife
and children,more than me, 13 not worthy of me.”
If you have reason to believe any member of your
circle is dangerously ill, that alters the matter en-
ticely. “ Mercy is better than sacrifice.”” Butaf
you have no such apprehension, be persuaded, by
all means, to remain where you are, and atlow
not the joy of meeting to be embittered by the
thought that it has been obinined at the sacrifice
of principle. Professing Christians, your respon-
mbility is great, your example 18 influenuial, * you
are the light of the world””  * Butif the light that
{3 in you be darkncss, how great is that dark-
ness.” Let not your inconsistent practice form a
pillow on which the worldling n.ay repose—an
opiate by which he may drug Ius conscience,  1f
you be found visiting or travelling on Sabbath,
he will be only too glad to take advantage of it.
‘I'he malignant cry will be raised over you,* Art
thou also become one of us.'”

In some country districts it is by no means un-
common for harvest operations to be carried on
to 2 certain extent upon the Lord's day. The
grain is ripe, ready to be cut down and gathered
in. A storm impends. It runs the risk of being
destroyed.  What harm in peaceably housing it?
Why let & season’s labour be lost?  You cannot
possibly count on the apprehended lass being sus-
tained. ‘There are many cascs in which it has
been quite the reverse—in which grain taken in
has been destroyed by various causes, and that
1cft out has been preserved. Besides, by taking
the law into your own hands, you shew a want of
confidence in Divine Providence. ‘That gracious
being who prepates corn when he has provided
for it, who crowns the year with hig goodaness,
and gives rain from hcaven and fraitful seasons,
wilt fill your mouth with food aad gladness if he
soesfit. * Trust in the Lord and do good, so
shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt
be fed”” But you have no option in this matter.

upon it. God anticipated tho templations to
which your peculiar circumistances would expose
you, and inserted this clause in the code of regu-
lations, for your guidance—* in earing time and
harzest shalt thou rest.”

Indulgence in light-reading 13 another crying
evil on Subbath,  There are not a few who pre-
fus poring over the polluting pages of rome excit-
(st novel, to perusing the bovk of Gud,  Their
mmds are thus disspated and their mornds under-
mwed,  On them the Sabbath anscs not wuh
healing under its wings.  ‘There are others, who,
it they do not feed on the adulterated intetlectual
food with which e press t1cems, run over, with-
out scruple, the columns of a newspaper, and find
their appropriste element in the buok of travels,
or ustery, or scrence,  ‘LU'hus are the faculues and
{ feehngs seculapized—the moral sense blunted—
| and an dumistukadble want of relish engendered
and evinced for that best ot books which, to the
genume chnspan’s 1aste, 13 sweeter than louey.
'he man who breathes in such an at re

have neither time nor taste foe strolling about o
a day when thin forms the key-note i the song
of angels and the redeemed, * the Lord is riserr
indecd.”

I have plenty of pivus books ; 1 can siay at
home and rend, and get as much good as if I
went to church.”  ‘T'his is a very common mode
of epeaking, but 1t is most dungerovs and delu-
aive.  Attendance on public ordinances is a cleatly
commanded duty, In the Old and New Testa-
ment it is enforced by precept and example. It
has been the test of piety in every nge. God'e
express injunction i, ** Foranke not the assem-
bling of yourselves together, as the manuner of
some 19.”  If you do, you rush against the thick
bosses of the Almighty's buckler, and cannot, of
courye, expeet tus biessing 1n the use of the pri-
vate means.  Nor is the performance of one duty
an excuse for neglecting another. ‘Fo read re-
higivus books—that you ought to do—but them
you ought not to leave the other undone, let

cannot but think lus own thouglts, ‘I'he perusal
of even professedly rehgious newspapers, 13 ex-
cepionable. It setsa bad example.  You may
read what 18 good, but then others take advan-
tage of it to excuse themselves for reading what is
bad. ‘I'he secular, 100, is so often mixed up with
the sacred, that in glancing at the latter the for-
mer will, alnost 1nsensibly, atiract the notice.—
And even supposing you sustamn no injury person-
ally, better far confine yourself to works of a tho-
roughly unexceptonable kind, and act on the
apostolic principle, * all things are lawful for me,
but alt things are not cxpedient.”

‘The reading and writing of letters forms ano-
ther most connon mode of Sabbath desecration.
How many, either Lefore going to church or so
s00n ag 1t js over, repair to the Post Office.—
‘I'lie laters they receive, like the fowls of the air,
pluck up the good seed. Any favourable 1m-
pressions ate effaced, like the footprints in the
sand, by the ude of worldliness which scts
in. Nothing has a more deademing wndency
than tls. It wuhdraws the nuad from ats ap-
propriate orbyt, and forces it down on what is
earthly, sensual, devilish. It brings all the other
things nte a duce: competition with the one
thung necdful —the kingdom of God and the night-
cousness thereof.

“ But may not a walk be taken into the
country without the slighiest detriment heing
sustained, or disobedience committed” i is
good to breathe the air of heaven, to view the
world of nawre, to hold communion with naturc’s
God. Undoubtedly. We can conceive of indi-
viduals going forth, like Isaac, to n:cditate at
evenude, and fmding in every insect that flutters
1 the breeze, or plant that opens 1ts blossoms to
the genal sun, fresh mauer for wonder, Jove and
praise.  But for one going forth in tins spirit,
there will be ten going forth in a diflerent, and
these will be only too ready to take hold of the
one as an apology for themselves,  Let them see
you traversing the field, wstead of auending to
personal and domestic duty, within the secrecy
of your own cluset or the bosom of your family,
they will be only too happy to lay hold of it, and
make capital out of it. And do you not find
the course of such a walk more to sceularize than
to solemuize you. Too often objects present
themselves and weidents oceur which tend to di-
vert the mund, rather than waft it to the skies.—
Besides, while by no means finding fault with
the most fervent adsuration of the beauties of na-
ture, let us not forget that it 18 not to those merely
or mawmly the Sabbathinvites our attention. We
are cailed upon to contemplaic the wonders of a
work, before which creation sinks into the shade.
‘The mystery of Godliness, the wonders of redemp-
tion—-he solemn and sublune truths that cluster
t around Bethlehem’s manger, and Calvary's cup—
these arc the * things” you are invited to turn
aside and see—things forming = * great deep,”
wnto which the angels to desire fook.  Labibe the

There has beea special legistation from heaven | spint of these exalted intelligences, and you will

your principle be carried out and what would be
the result?  ‘I'here would be no churches or
mimisters.  ‘The candlesuck would be removed ¢
a darkness that might be felt would prevail, The
world wauld resemble France, when a similar
expeniment was tried.  ‘T'he genius of Robes-
piere would preside, aud the reiga of tertor be es-
tablished.

‘There are other forms of Sabbath desecration
to which we would have wished 10 have adverted.
Let these suflice for the present. We would
have also liked to have considered the mode in
which the Sabbath ought to be observed, and the
advantages, physical, intellectual, social, and mo-
ral, and spiritual, connected with its observance.®
These points open up a field, to enter on which,
would unduly extend this Address.

We would commend what has been said tor
your candid and serious consideration, ¢ If
1=1erc be any virtue, or any praise, think on these
things.”

“ Now the God of peace, that brought again
frain the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shep-
herd of the sheep, through the bloed of the ever-
lasung covenant, make you perfect in every good
work to do his will, working in you that which is
well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ,
to whom be glory for ever and ever, Amen.

Sigued in name of Committee,
Roser F. Buaxs, Convener.
Kisostox, April 21, 1853,

N.B.—The following is the portion of last Sy-
nod’s deliverance having a bearing on the above:
* The Synod resolve io 1ssue a Pastoral Address
on the subject—devolving this duty on Mr. R. F.
Burns, Mr. Reid, and Mr. Gregy ; such Address
to be published in the Kecord, and read from the
pulpat by all Mumsters and Mussionanes, who are
also recommended by the Synod, to preach, in
connection thercwith, 2 sermon on Sabbath Ob-
servance.”
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LETTER FROM THE STUDENTS OF
'l‘llgIPRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE, BEL-
FAST.

To the Students l;f Knox's College,
Toronto, Canada West ;

Dzar BRETUREN,—

We regret exceedingly that you should
have reason to blame us for neghigence, in not
replying to your previous letter. On inquiry as
to the causo, it appears that your letter did not
reach our Association ull lato in tho session,
when the hurry of collegiate business prevented
an immediate reply; and beforo our assomnbling
again, tho Scerctary, for the timo being, was
cialled to other duties, and unable to resumeo his
office. Your letter was thus mislaid, and when
the Comumtice of tho past year came nto offico,
thay were not aware of is existence.  Qur no-
glect then must be attributed to ignoranco rather
than to any other causc ; and we have to thank
you heartily for rencwing a correspondence which



