66 Earnest Christianty.

To complete the harmony we will now give the text of the sacred story,
taken from the four Gospels, and arranged in the order above indicated. The
figures in parenthesis correspond to the numbers of the preceding para-
graphs :—

(1.) And now when the even was come, because it was the preparation, that is,
the day before the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, an honorable counsellor, which
also waited for the kingdom of God, came and went in boldly unto Pilate, and
craved the body of Jesus. And Pilate marvelled if he were already dead : and,
calling unto him the Centurion, he asked him vhether he had been any while dead.
And when he knew ¢t of the Centurion, he gave the body to Joseph, Mark xv. 42-45.
And there came also Nicodemus (which at the first came to Jesus by night), and
brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound w-ight. Then took
they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the manner
of the Jews is to bury. Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden;
and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. There laid they
Jesus therefore, because of the Jews’ preparation day ; for the sepulchre was.nigh at
band, John xix. 39-42 ., . . Aund rolled a stone unto the door of the sepulchre.
And Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of Joses, beheld where he was laid,
—DMark xv. 46, 47.

(2.) Now the mext day that followed, the day of the Preparation, the chief
priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, saying, Sir, we remember ihat that
deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days I will rise agaiz. Command
therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest bis disciples come
by night and steal him away, and say nnto the people, He is risen from the dead:
so the last error shall be worse thau the first. Pilate said unto them, Ye have a
watch : go your way, make it as sure as ye can. So they went, and made the sepul-
chre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watech.—Matt. xxvii. 62-66.

[Here occurs the interval of the Sabbath.]

(3.) And behold there was a great earthquake: for the anget of the Lord
descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stune from the door, and sat
upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow : and
for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men.—Datt. xxviii. 2-4.

(4.) The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet
dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre. Then
she runneth and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved,
and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we
know not where they have laid bim.—John xx. 1, 2.

(9.) Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepul-
chre. So they ran both together : and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came
first to the sepulchre. And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen ciothes
lying ; yet went he not in. Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into
the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie, and the napkin, that was about his
head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place Ly itself,
Then went in also that other disciple which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw,
and believed. For as yet they knew not the Seripture, that he must rise again from
the dead. Then the disciples went away again to their own home.—Jobn.xx. 3-19.

(6.) But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping : and as she wept, she
stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, and seeth two angels in white sitting,
the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.
And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because
they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. And
when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew
not that it was Jesus.—John xx. 11-14.

(7.) Jesus snith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou ?
She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him
henee, tell mo where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away, Jesus saith



