
THIE INDEPENDENT FORESTER.

CHAMBERS 0Fi THESa~E COURT,

TimP;L ULIG Toito-,'ro, 2.5tI~ August, 1898.

To t,'te Officers and .Afenbers of the Supremo Court:

BREITIIREN :-1. Once againi in the dispensation of a kind Providence it is my
privilege to open the session of the Supreme Court and to rencw the f raternal ties which
biid. togyether thue veterans in the Order, auîd to fxtonl the righit hand of fellowshiip to
1tle recrunits whio for the iirst tiîne wvil1 talçe upon) thernselves the duties and responsibili-
ties of Legisiators for a greab international Order like the Independent Order of
Foresters.

Before entering upon the wvork of the session let us one and ail unite in returning
our most hiearty and (levout thailks to an AIi-Me(,rciful Fathier for sparing SQ many of us
once more to take part in the deliberations of our Supreme Court, for the many mn ies
viuch,-afed to us as individuals, and for the great prosperity wIi ch lias attended the work
()f our beloved Order. Let us ail pray that we inay be endlowed %vith wisdom froin on
Iighl so tliat the acts and the legislition of this Supreme Court may redoundl to the bene-
lit of hiumitiiiy and to the glory of our iIeven]y Father.

TIIREE YEARS'y WOI1K.

2.On the lst Ju1 y, 1895, we hiad a membership af 80,765, and aur accurnuluted
fuuds or "lsui-plus" aunounted to $81,346,49,6.58, showing that we lad $16.67 for each
mnember of tlue Order in good standinig.

On the lst Ju'y, 1898, we had 135.962 members, an'I our surplus stood at $2,856,-
613 68, giving us a littie over $21 for eachi meinher of the Order in good standing. We
have, therefore, gaineud in.memlxershlip over ail ýosses by doaths and lapses, during the
last three years, no less thaa 55,197, or a net gain of 68 per cent. While this is in a
nieasure satisfît -tory, our financial. gains have beeui even greater, viz.: $ 1,510,187.10, or
a net gain of 112 puer cent., the rate of increase of tlie surplus being almust dlouble the
rate&of increase in the xuîeubership.

We have instituted, siuuce our iast session, or rather during tlue three years ending
3Oth June last, no less than 1,203 Subordinate Courts and 7 l-lighi Courts. During ihle
saine period we received 99,037 applications fur nieiiilbersluiip, and for iiiereasec1 insurance
blqefits, of whieli 88 4191 were acceptu.d and 10,.546 were declinied by the Medicai Board.
*We also enrolled 15,568 nt-w members in the Sick and Funer.d Benefit Departrnent.

During- the saine period wve paid ini benlefits as fullow's:

MotayBenefi ts................ .$22165 29
Total. and Permnaneiît-1.Dsaility Beniefits .......... ...... 115,4-3 00
U'-1.1 Age Benlelt.......................... ......... 9,948.30
Sickil3enetits ................................... .. 332,464 61
Funeral Benefits.................................... 22,631, 71

Total Benefits paid during the 3 years ending 3Oth June, '98..$2,722,544 91
In Eurnpe, as in Amnerica, we are advancing apace. Through the indefatigable ef-

forts of our Europenn Manager, Bro. James 'Marshall, we have crosseil the German
Oceitn mid planted the Order on the Continent of Europie, hy the organization of a suffi-
c ent nuinher of Subordinate Courts to justify the institution of the first Continental
fligh Cujurt, which notable event took place at Christiana, Norwvay, on tlhè 7th July
last.


