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that it should not forrn the sole spliere of
thc chnrch's înissionary effort.;. I'Je yield
to none iii the chureli iii interest iii that;
mission. Vie have stood liv its cradle and
folIowed every step of its progrcss ivitli
our sympathy, our rslpport aniff ur prayers;
wC ]lave i-ejoicet inl its joys tIJîLI %Ypt iii its
trials. Vie know that there is mnuei iii the
ciaracter of tlîe.e islhuits, the Simple
milniers of the iîîliabitaittz., the rapidiv

with whiceh snicccss anîong ileinibas coni_
xalonly been attaini, lis well as the extra-
ordinary changes (thuughi wc f.i:r %% c %%iII
îlot be able to say the saine fur the future),
the clîcapncss wvitiî -%hiehl the *V have beenl
maintaineti rendcer thein a sulitable fielti for
a small chutrch. Vie belicve that the Nee
Ilebriîdes mission tIîrou-hout its entire
]îistory lias beca the work of' Guti, andi wc
have not the Ieast intention of uittering- une
word tlîat wvould ever sceut to imiaae nv
desire ta abandonî it. But stili wIîpn we
look at ail the cirruînstances eozncted
with it we mnust say that they present Strong.
relasons for lîavingi anluther iiuuol. Coin-
pare the inmportance of a Missionarv 's
labours in tlîe East and iii the Pacifie, anti
the comparative results of expenditure uf
time anti labour in the two places. Messrs.
Octfidieand Inglis spcnd the greater part of
their lives i translating the scriptures, anti
piibhshing othcr books iii the language of
four thousanti peopfle-who will prubably
neyer be more nierous, anti when they
have donc so, their labours are of no use
ta others, whio on the very ne.xt iziand i nust
go through tie saine labours for the sake:
it maiy be of a few hundicrcdis of a popula-
tion. In the E ast tlie inissionary, -who
translates the Bible into Ar-abic, or pubt-
lislies a book iu that language, does it in
the language of fifty millions of souls, anti
lus labours are as aalbeohsscesr
or for fellow labourers iii neighibouriig
lantis as for hiniscîf. Tîlien it is a fact riow
clearly establislicd in regaird to inost of the
Islantis in the South Senis, that the lntive
races arc c13 ing ont, evea whec thev have
ciabraceti Chiristianitv. Even on the Sandi-
wvichî llaniffs, which are perli.-ils the xnost
thoronighly c bristian (if anyv iýlaîids- iii the
l>acific> the fact is inow adîniittqcd. It is tiot

yct c1uite certaina whcthier the saine will bo
tîte case on the Newv lebrities or flot, but
tlie extreme physical as wcll as moral
de-atation inii hieh, the missionaries
fountl their inhahitauts ami the observations
of the niisbionarics, tient tu imlieate tuit it
will. Even before the late ravages of the
iniensles in some ycars the births scarrely
v<qu1tilet the d1cétlis. Ani if this wvasth
case iii urdîniary years, uliat must be tIie
result of surit epideinies nis fi-rn tinue to,
tinte sweep) over theia. If thcn the saine
tliing bhoulti bapjîcn in the New Ilebritcs.
as in the otlier ilnsin a few genlerationis.
the native races ivill bo extinet, anti oua-
missionary efflorts, so, fir as these tribes are
cunceriiet, %vili ivave no traces on earth.
Tltev wîill have their frnit in ransonîcti
souls lieforc the throne, anti titis is a glorious
and buituaient reward for ail that we have
due or Maty du. But Iiuw machi more
imîportant tlîe mission work aniong maes
iii the East, of sucît cncrgy as the Armne-
nlialîs iil the Grceks, tvlloe vitalitv lits
lmccî unduîanusiilicd lîy enturies of oppreb-
sion, wlielt ijisteati of becomiiîg extinet or
biie supplemnieteti ly otîters, are unider
the liglit (if a jmarer faitlî now burstinig
forth ilîto new life, anti are likely to sap-
plant the effecte races arouid ilicm andi to
play an important part in the world's
Iiistory. lIt tiis case insteati uf the work
dyvii utnt in a few geiterations tîmere is the
likeliliont of its gaing on fi-arn ugo to uigo
while the world standfs.

But this is iiot tho point in thc rasc wlich
wve cunsidler of most impmortance. It is
certaiin that the Australian Clîurclîcs will
scion lie ready, if tlîcy are flot so now, to,
take upon tthenisel'%cs aIl the charge of

missons mi heseislas. vi clieve they
have tlîe means alreadly, andt their want is
imen. Now any man m ho knows auytliing
af geography inmzst se tlîat it must bo,
More natural for tîtes clînrefies to under-
take iliec eangelization of tliese islaniffs
thin for us. It wonldl bo ahîsti for us to
continuae ta, tsenii nmîsioliaries lit sio licavv
n expetîse, bahf round the lobe, anti to,
ininii theni tuecr, whihe tiiere are

chîurtJies rieher tlînn ours, at their vcry
duoors able au.d willilig ta curry out the vork,
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