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HOME MISSIONS.

(rom the Free Churci, Record.>

CJAPE~ BREFON.
The J.ev. Iaae Mai-kay, a lientiato of the Presbytery or Cape Breton,. in en-

gaged in home mission ivork under the Synod of Nova Scotia. assiîted by the Co-
lonial Comu>ittce of the Free Chutrehi of~ Scotland. List auttuman, Mr. Mackay
niade a tour cf rietrly tho W1IQC island of Capù Breton, as, well as sorne of' the ad-
jatcent islands. Evcry trayeller i8 interesting, if lie tells us qinrily what lie saw.
~Mr. iMýaeka.y doei so, and we are sure that his unpretending but lively descriptions
of the rugged regions where his lot ia east will be read withl pleasuro:

'The coînhination of forests, lakea, rivers, mouintains., rocks, and sens. to ho
meat witli in Cape Breton, iî truly piettresqtie. Nuy is the clîiracter of its pnpu
lation 1ess interesting than that of* itqsenery, te the intelligent traveller viho pasases
suceessively through Erîglish, Se' 'tc1, Irish, French, &c., settîcinenta3, topretiier
with sonie stragglinig Indiain enramnpinents ; whilst these are aigali either ag-rieul-
tur.! fsn, or iniîiing; wneeeisîalPebyterian or Roman Cathulie'
for the most rart. Nevertlieless, tliose features that render car island so attractive
to tourists mnake the labors of a iiinister of the gospel toilsotne and arduous,
iaasmtich as car population is neceisarily sparce ; whilst national and deîîomina-
tional distinctions are barriers Do less formidable to' the progress of the tyuth as it;
is in Jesus.

"During iny tour 1 offieiated at the dispensation of the sacraient nt thre
difft!rent places, situated at. considerahie distances î'roin one another, and preaehced,
cither on Sabbaths or wreek-days, in nearly evcry Presbyteriabn settlement of
consequence on the island.

"There are several outlying seaboard places along tie shores of Cape Breton, at;
which considerahie nîuhbers of' fiiermen colleet dnirin2 the lislîing season, out
whither re-gularly settled ministers cannot couvcniently follow them with the
bread of li1e. 1 visited and held divine service at the inost omotn f these not.
very accessible stations.

"I spent a fewr days last summer on Scatatie,, au, islarid whichli aek often beer>
the ecene cf most disaitrous slipwreek-s. This îsland, wlîîch is ab3ut six miles&
loing, -and frein one to two miles broad, lies off the eastern side cf Cape Breton,
from wbich it ie separated by a cinantil of ahout two miles ia width. It is one
continuons harren rock, covcred with a stunted growth of dwarfish tir and ercwv-
berry heather ; but it bas a ligh t-house, the keepers of which, N'ith twvo or thice
fishermen atid tlîcir fa.milies, tire the only permanent huinan residents tliere. la
suinîner, howver, fishermen resoyt tîîither te prosecuto the fisheries, when it bc-
comnes a seat of active, bustling lilb. A týw days previons, to, m-y going to it a
large Englisli barque cf nine hundred tons had sîruck, ia a dense fog. on o cF
the xnany fatal sunken rocks that surrotind it, and becoîne a total wreck. The
sea, beinc calîn at the tinie, the crew betook thieinselveî te. their be)ats.and vere
ail saved. he visîti of ministers ta tluis scqucstered isle, thiotigh-I lw andi £àr be-
tween, are always welcome. The superintendent andi keepers of its' lighz-house, as
well as the transient fishermen there, oU ivhcom there was, a considerable aniber at
the tinie, gave me a ricgt heartv wclcome, andi urged me to pyolong my stay amnon-
thei. 0CZ

"I lhave aise been la isie MIadamne, whieli lies te the south of Cape Bretoti, and is
separateti freai it by a narrow strait cf about a mile in wvidtl It contains a po.
pulation ci' tive tiousanti or upvairds. ail of whoni are French, with the exception
cf perbaçs five or six hundreti. 1 preced at Arichat. its capital, on two Saàb-
haL1h1, to *1 cngregatîca, numnbering al out sixty, the most of wvhoin were Presby-
terians. la tis ittletovn theRonioan Catholies lînvea large cathedral, a nuinevy,
a convent, and a cellegù ut vlîich students are taaght fo>r the priesthoodt. Their
influence bore is eertainly greut, andi their zeal such as I'rotestants, Wou-id do. %velh
teb imîit-ite.

"6There have lately been opened, in Rom-an Cattholio settiemaents ir> Cape Breton,


