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HOME RELIGION AND FAMILY WORSHIP. °

In somee religious bodies the place of pub-
fic worship is daily or evem perpetually
open, and matins and vespers occur as
reguiarly as the sun rises and sets. Be tho
worshippers few or many, prayers are read
the service it performed. If in such
churches family prayers ave generally of-
fered with the reading of the Scriptures,
and the singing of praises, wo should like
to be informed of it.

Not a fourth of the congregation attend
or in ordimary circamstances can attend
gach charch services ; and if they are & sub-
stitute for domestic worship, one of the main
and most Joyfulexpressions of family piety,
they are likely to be the occaston of more
harm than good. We are persaaded that
there is @ more excellent way, and that iy
for every family to be ked by its own God-
appointed priest, motning and evening to
the. throne of the Heavenly grace. Our
readers do not need to be told that Noah,
Abraham, Moses, Joshaza aud David are
vepresented in the Sacred Oracles as
worshipping the Lord with their respective
fouseholds. They can scarcely peruse the
Aposile Paals directions to mutaal duties
of hbbiduds and wives, paveats aud chil-
dibn, miktefs axid seridfls, and suppose
Wil flly o_:fﬁ’%-ig%%u: family worship.
Thiy thiay néed to b8 Fmitded that Refof-
mitioll and reviviil +tRd’ hivebben notha
Yor tHe Gtbeitst of ferviit prayet nd shored
208z, with e reading ‘o God's Holy Wota
i 'thé fadily.

Hofne i§'pointhd obt by Jesus, as well ay

bF tedafé, &b a first phide atd ckiE sidns

for religious cffort. “Go home to thy
friends, was His charge to the restored
demoniac, and tell them how great thiags
the Yord hath done for thee, and hath had
compassion on thee.” From the fervent
heart the glowing flame shonld extend over
all the sacred circle at home. Ouar nearest
reletions, and perest, deepest affections con~
strain us to say to all those loved ones, «“ G
magnify the Lord with meand let us exalt
His name together.”

Here we receive and cnjoy many of our
greatest mercies—here we spend the greater
part of our time~~here are flowing from as
cotistant streams of infleence, and it woule
be strange indeed, if God was not to be ac-
keowledged and served here by uaited
praver and praises.

We do rejoice that in Presbyteriae com-
munities family worship is the rale, aud the
want of it, the exception ; and we desive by
these remarks to strengthen the hands of
pastoys, who are striviag in mixed comma-~
nities, and in districts where ordinauces
have been only partially enjoyod, to extend
the benign and hallowed practice of family
worship moming and evening. Weo know
that they meet with relactance in young
married patties, to comwit themselves to
the practice, because they acver enjoyed the
privilege in their fathers howse’s; and stiil
greater is the wnwillingness of older parents
10 comience this Wik, which they focl bus
bt'éﬁ' 0 logn‘énsé}ec'w]\f To begin in the
presence of their families now grawing to
mishood aud Woriankaed, is in many esaes
the lifting up of  Heavy cruss. Stll we
kiow et fithfil and tender doaling has



