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,the remaining apartmoent8. 1 considored this an întiiitic
that I ivas not to intrude upon bis q-,arters, and I scrupulousJ
avoidcd every approach to tbem. I know fromi tbe first thi
ail attenipts to win bima would ho uselese, and indeed I fe
too sorrowful and humiliated to try. During tho few weel
that -%ve remained under the samo roof we seldoni met, and
am afraid I did flot make these rare interviews at ail pleasan
I feit wronged and maiserable, and iny wvan face and heav
eyes wore only a reproach to hini."

"Oh, wbat a monster, Rate!" 1
"Not quito that, Selina. One day I saw a paragrnph i

the imes saying tbat Lord %Rlichîard Talbot intended t
* accompany a scentifle exploring Party whose destination wn
Central Asia. I instantiy sent and asked my husband for a
interview. 1 had intended dressingmyseif with care for tb
meeting, and make one iast effort to win tbe kindly regard
at least, ot one whoma I could not belp loving. But somu
unfortunate fatality always attended our meeting, and I neye
could do myseif justice in bis presence. Ho ansvzered, m:
requcat at once. I suppose ho did s0 out of respect and kind
nesa; but tle consequenco ras, ho found me in an unbe
comingdishabille, and wvith my faceand eyes mcd and swellez
with weeping.

"I felt mortified at a prompt attention so malapropos, anu
My manner, ingtead of being winning and conciliating, wag
*cold, unprepossessing. I did net rise froni the sofa on wbicl:
I lad been sobbing, and ho bail made ne attempt te sit down
beside me or to cornfort me.

1I pointed te the paragrapb, and asked if it wns truc.
"'Yes, Lady Talbot,' ho said, a little sadly and preudly

'I shall relieve you of my presonce in a few days. I intended
Writowell te caîl on you to.dny with a draft of the provisions

.1 have made for your comfort.'
I9 could mako no answer. I lad thought of many gond

thingFi te say, but now in bis presence 1 was alniost fretful
and dumb. Ho looked at me almoat with pity, and said, in a
low voico, 'Rate, we bave both been qacriflced to, a necessity
involving many besides ou-aelYes. I ami trying te make
wvhat réparation is.possible. I shall lave you unrestricted
use 3f three.fonrths of my inceme. I desire you . te make
your liffe as gay and pleasaxit as you possibly ean. 1 bave no
fear for the honor of our name in your bands, and I trust that
and ail else -te you witbout doubi. if you would try and
leara te, maku some excuse for my position, I shaîl be grateful;
perhaps when yeu are flot in constant fear of meeting me, tbis
lesson may notbo 80 hard.'

"iAnd Icould not say aword in reply. Ijusi lay sobbing
liko acbildamongtbe cushiens. Thon ho lifted my hand
nndC kissed it, and I know ho was gene."1

"iAnd now Rate that yen bave become the most brilliant
woman. in England, what do you intend te do?"I

ccWho knows ? I have suc. a centrary streak in my nature;
'I alwaya do ethe thing I do net want te, do."

Certainly it seemed like it ; for in spite of ber confession,
when Lord Talbot senttbe ne3t morning te requcat an inter-
ýview, Rate regrettefi that she had a prier engagement, but
'heped te meet Lord Talbot at the Ducboss of Olifford's that
nigbt.,

M.y lord bit bis lips angrily, but nevertheless ho had been
,so struck witb -his wifo's brilliant beauty tbat ho determined
,to kçqp4o -engagement.

Sbe.didinet meet hlmwith sob.3tbis tue. The centre 0f
;an admiring tbreig, shospoke tebim with, an case and
inoneblance that would have indicnted to a srfingçT the mou J
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n usual and coninonplace of acquaintauceships. Ho tried to
ly draw ber into a confidential mood, but sho said, sniilingly
at leMy lord, the wvorld supposes us to have already congratu-
It 1lated cach othor; we nced not undeceive itV'
:s He wvas dread fully piqued, and the pique kopt the cause of
I it constantly in his mimd. Indecd, unless ho loft London, he

t. could bardly avoid constant meetings which were constant
y aggravations. My lady went everywbere. Her beauty, ber

wvit, ber splendid, t*ilets, ber fine maanners, were the universai
theme. Hoe had to endure extravagant commenta on them.

n Friends told him that Lady Talbot had nover been so brilliant
o and so bcwitching as since bis return. He was congratulated
,s on bis influence over ber.
n In the meantime ho kept strictly at the distance ho hin-
e self lad arranged four years ago. It was evident that if ho

1approached any nearer bis beautiful but long neglected wife,
eho muet bumble bimself to do so. Why should ho net? In

r Lord Talbot's mind the reason against it bad dwindled down
y to one ; but this was a formidable one. Tt was bis valet. This
- man had known ail bis mnaster's matrimonial troubles, and in
- bis own waysympathized ivith them. Ho was bitterly averse
2to Lord Tadbot'e making any concessions te my lady. One
night, however, ho received a profound shock.

1 ceSitumons," said Lord Talbot, very decidedly, "ggo and
sask Lady Talbot if she will do me the honor to receive a visit

from me? I
My lady would be delighted. Skie was in an exquisito

costum6, and condoscended to exhibit for his pleasure ail her
most bewilderin- mo ds. It was with great reluctance ho
loft ber after a two-honr's visit. Tho next night ho stayed

*stililonger. My lady had no other engagement, and ho quite
forgot the one he had nmade to b_- presont ut the Marquis of
Stair8's wine party.

The following week my lady received overy morning a
basket of flowers and a littie note with theni containing
a hope ihat she was in good health.

.One morning she was compelled to say that she -was not
very well, and Lord Talbot was s0 conccrned that he sent
Simmons to ask if ho might be permitted to eat breakfast
witb ber. My lady was graciously willing, and Lord Rich-
ard was quite excited by the permission. Re changed bis
morning-gown and cravat several times, quite regardless of
Simmons's poculiar face, and, with many misgivings as tu
bis appearance, sat down opposite the levely littie lady in pale
bine satin and cashmere and whbite lace.

It was a charming breakfast, and during it tha infatuated
husband could not help saying a great many sweet and flatter-
ing things. Rate parried theni very prettily. ccIt is well,"
she said that Etne one hears us. If we were flot married they
would think wo wero making love."

ciAnd if we are marriod, Rate, why not make love, dear?
We bail no opportunity before wo were married."1

"cAh, RichaIrd, in fashionable lufe wo should make our-
selves ridiculous. Everyone 110w says our conduct, is irre-
proachable. I should have dearly liked it when only a shy,
awkward country girl; but now, my.jord, we shouid te
laugbed at."

"cThon, Rate, lotus belaughod at. I forone amnlonging
for it-dying for it. If time shall run back and fetéh the
age of gold, wby 119f love ? Let us go back .) -1 r whoéle years
and a-half. WillyouRato?-dcarests*eetç.sV ate."1

" aWe should havé to run away té the cb.untry, Richard,
and now I think 0f it i havQ #Gt 'ýe]q tQ ?sl1er since we-.,
were-narried-Oyç,"


