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Sheep Rusbandry.
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The Scotch Colley Skeep Dog,

CHY wa v lian Tatlfd e,

As terhiprarbou i r dske,

Hea b iest, &5 <10, Dans ot fice,

Ay gt lam freen lainatka g lacey

ilis breast W wiaie, his touzty bark

Wolaalw vato gimsyblack,

Il ovcle tail, wi' upavard curl,

Rung o'cr av foar 2ies wo' & swarl
~BrixNe

L'rom time immemortal the Doz has been found the
friend and companion of man.  Among the varions
apeeial ohinets for which e has been trained, none
perhaps are wmore intercating or useful than the ser.
vice which he renders the shicpherd and drover in the
mangenent of achs and herds. Different kinds of
dogz, however, are employed for theze prurpo-esin
different countrivs, varying in their phy~ieal and »o.
cial eharacters  In A iv'e regions they appraach to
the Mastil type, where v gt strength is required to
enablo them teo enconat. ¢ not only wolves and other
powerful aninmls of prey, but a'so human caemic
In the I'yrenees, Hungary,
and partsof Germany, where
wolves abound, breeds of
Shephierd Dogs prevail thut
very much resanble thuse
deatructive aaitals in ap-
pearance,so much so,indeed,
that it i3 sometimes no «a &
task to distingui~h coric. .1,
between tkem, Lefore shieep
husbandry becawme of to
wach importance as it now
is in the mountainous part-~
of Scotland, the dogs cm-
ployed in the tending of
sheep had a close aflinity to
the Terrier; and nataralisass
are of opinion that the most
approved cheplierds’ dogs of
Northern Europe have heen
descended from the wolfl
* If wo shall place the older
shepherd’s dog, of the South
of Scotland, termed a Colley
beside a Esquimauxdog, we
shall d.scover little differ-
ence between them in their
essetial characters, and
still less between the Tisqui-
maux dogand theshepherd’s
dog of Ireland. Thedogs of
this class have a certain likeness to one another, which
uiay be aseribed, independently of a common origin,
to their being employed in the same pursuits, and
treated nearly in the same manner  They are of small,
ermedium size, have the muzzle narrow, the carssub-
ereet, the hair long and coarge, and the {ail bushy.
When these dogs are inured, from generation to gen-
eration, to the tendence of flacks, they acquire the
hahitudes proper to this service ; they become devo-
ted, as it were, fo the shepherd and his flock, and ex-
hibit, in the diseharge of their peculiar functions, a
bigh draree of sagacity, patienee, and fidelity.

“1tis common for naturalists to exalt the sheplierd’s
dag, with respect (o his natural endowments, beyond
all other races of dogs. But the shephord's dog,
thangh wonderfully sagacious in cvery thing that re-
lates to his peculiar services, does not appear to
merit, with respect to intelligence, the highest place
among dogs.  Ife i3 jofesior to the barbet and its
varieties in his aptitude fo receive instruction ; and
in pavtientar gualities, he fallo short of utbers. Thus,
in vigilance, he is not equal to the mastiff ; in docil-
ily, he is inferior to the spaniel ; and in courage he
cannat he eampared to the little terrier of the same
conntriea  Tlia habits vary with the education he re-
ceives.  When his proviuce is to supply the absence
of enclosures, and protect the vineyards and cultiva-
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| teil crops, hie becumes vigilant, heepiag lis eye upon
the flock, #o that they may not stray into the forbid-
den grounds, and gently turning them back when they
pass their allotted limita. Thisis the peenliar duty
of the shepherd’s 20g in wost parts of France, which
'lms given vise to those charming descriptions of the
liabitd of this animal, which the poets and naturalists
of the country have given ue. It i3 interesting to
observe these docile creatures watching teeic ludle
flocks, obeying every sign of the sherherd, and clowly
pacing round the little patehes of pasture, on which
the animals aro confined.  In countrics, again, where
the flocks are large, and suffered to spread over great
tracts of gronad, as in the mountainons parts of Eng.
land and Scotland, the same delicacy of management
is not necesaary or practicable.  The dogs, in this
cage, are taught to run swiftly to distant parts, to
head the flock, to turn it to cither hand, or bring it
back to the chephierd.  Io the Dritish Islands, the
“heplierd’s dugs peesont oomsiderable diversities of
form and habits.  Those of the Southern counties of

downs are mostly a peculiar breed, with shazzy furs,
ears, and generally with short or rudunental
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der towards their charge than the dogs of the cnlti-
vated parts of France and Germany. In the countrics
of enclosures, the Englishgheep dogs avc of ¢rery sort,
and have rarely the characteristics distinctive of a
true breed. TIn the mountainous parts of the North
of England and South of Scotland, the dogs of this
class have acquired & more uniform set of characters,
and so have become a breed or race, the individaals
resembling one another ; and they excel all the others
in the faculties and habits proper to their condition.
They are termed Colleys, probably from the Celtic
Coillean or Cuillean, sigaifying a little dog or whelp.
This kind of dog is placed more in habitual commu-
nication with his master than most others. Ilein-
habits the same cabin, and becomes, a3 it were, a
member of the houschold, ITe contracts most of the
simplicity of habits and manners distinetive of those
with whom he associates. He iz homely in his de-
meanour, indifferent to the caresses of strangers, whom
hie rather repulses than courts, and seemiogly sedq-
lous only in the discharge of his proper duties. I}c
attaches himnself to his immediato master; and fre-
quently, when transferred to a stranger, pines, and
yiclds an unwilling service.  The raco is frequently
crossed wilh other breeds, but, for the most part,
those are the most useful and trusty which vetain the
conformation of tle older Colleys.)'—(Low.)

The sagacity and docility of the Colley, wnen well
bred and traincd, aro sometimes {ruly wonderful.
Though he has a fine and sharp muzzle, tus scent is
so delicate as to place him on an equality, in tkis res-
pect, with most spaniels. DBy carctul teaining his
habit of observation, and the carrging ont of the in.
structions of his master, secem to bring fum within the
dowmain of reagon.  Weo have a vivid und very plea.
sing recollection of an illustrative fact that occurred
some years since, while making the ascent of Den
Lomound, in the 1lighlands of Scotlund, accompanicd
by a shepherd.  When we had got about 2 thicd of
the way up the mountain, the sucpherd directed bhis
dog, s well bred and thorough trained animal, to col-
lect a fluck of black faced sheep, about three miles off,
and bring them to a spot alittle below, that we might
on our descent take them to the lhomestead on the
margin of the lake. The sagacious animal faithfully
carried out his instructions, and had his flock on the
spot two liours, at least, before we returned. The
fact is sheplerding among the mountains, without
the assistance of these dogs, would be next to an im-
possibility. One dog, in many instances, is more
serviceable than balf a dozen mnen,

Mr. James 1ozg, the Et-
trick Shepherd, living in
his carly days among tho
sheep and their quadruped
attendants, and an accurate
observer of nature, as well
a3 an exquisite poet, gives
some anecdotes of the Col-
: e ley (the lligmf\nd to-rm for
? o Swmyen. . 8beep-dog), with whick the
- readerwill not be displeased
“My dog Sirrah,” says he,
in a letter to the editor of
".~. i3 Blackwood’s Edinburgh Ma-
gazine, *“was, beyond all
comparison, the best dog 1
cver saw, 1le had a some-
what surly and upsocial
temper, disdaining all flat-
tery, and refusing to be car-
essed ; but his attention to
my commands and interest
will never again be equalled
— by any of the canine race.
-'2=+ When Ifirst saw bim, a dro-
=+ ver was leading him with a
rope. IHe was both lean
and bungry, and far from
being a beautiful anfmal §
__ for ho was almost black,

and bad a grim face, striped
with dark brown. I thought I perceived a sort
of snllen intellizence in his countenance, notwith-
standing his dcjected and forlorn appearance, and
I bought him. e was scarcely a year old, and
kuew so little of herding that he had never turned a
sheep in his life ; but, as soon as be discovered that
it was his duty to do so, and that it obliged me,Ican
never focget with what anxiety and cagerness he
learned his different evolutions; and when I once
made him understand a dircction, ho never forgot or
mistook it.”’

On one night, a large flock of lambs that were under
the Ettrick Shepherd’s care, frightened by something,
scampered away in threo differeat directions across
{le hills, in spite of all that ho could do to keep them
together. +Sirrah,” sald tho shepherd, ¢ they're a’
awal?

It was too dark for the dog and his master to see
cach other at any considerable distance, but Sirrah
understood him, and sct off after the fugitives. The
night passed on, and Iogg and his assistant traversed
cevery neighbouring hill in anxious but fraitless search
for the lambs ; but he could hearnothing ofthem nor
of thie dog, and he was returning to his master with
the doletul intelligence that he had lost all bis lnmbs.
« On our way home, however,” says ho, ¢ we disco-
vered o 1ot of lambs at tho bottem af a daan revine
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