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Domestic Ducks.

Tuere i3 a prevalent belief among farmers that
ducks are not profitabile poultry. This avisesnaturally
from several causes.  The habits of indolence which
sote possess—the tendeney not to hunt their food.
hut to depend on being fed and the <craps which
they pick up about the house—~lead tarmers to con-
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Ronen.  The eggs ave while, somelimes inelining to
bine while these of the Rouen duck are blue, with
thick, strong shells  of the two the Rouen hax the
teputition of beingg the most hardy.  Where ducks
are viscd for breeders, 1t is a4 practice---fonnded
s o proadie 10 et dochs upon thar own
egu s Imr it the young are wanted for market simply,
the eges are put nnder hens,  JHens will hateh o
chutc of duch’s eggs some two days quicker than
dichs will, hutatis thought that the y ,ung have not
such good constitutions,  Young ducks raised for
market often get injured by heing allowed to go
ireely to the water.  They prow faster and stronger
if they only have enongh to dyink, at least forseveral
weehs.— Lo, Agricelloist.,
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' Value of Hen Manure,

|

We saw on the prewises of a tirst-class farmer, the
other day, a well constraeted hen-house, though not
at all complying with the conditivns which hen-
| faneiers would impose 1t wasdesigned only for lay-

trast them unfavourably with the wandering turkeys, | ing and roosting in . and it at first seemed strange to
which find their lving and rear ther young often Wit g ay mid day, with a cool atmosphere, turkeys

the woods. depending only in winter upon the farmer 'and chivhens oCcupying st. They had free vgress and
tor their food i and searcely tess favourable with lingress, and wite not fed or watered an i, yet the

dunghill fuwls, winch daring the summer months re
quire but litte food except what they hunt for about
the farm. The ducks, besides, though some kindsarve
excellent lagers, are heedless birds, exposing them-
selves, their eggs and young to crows, rats, turtles,
and other vermin, dropping their eggs ahout. shifting
their place of laying it disturbed. inconstant as it-
ters, and chilling their young by taking them tvo
soon, and too often to the water.  Still all these ob-
jections may be obviated. in a measure, and duchs
really pay very well both in flesh and eyggs for the
amount of fuod they consume.

The duck i8 an omnivorous animal  cating almaost
everything vegetable and animat that comes in s
way  Inscets of all kinds, worms. pollinogs. tish
shellfish (dead or alive)) meat. even that whichas
partly decomposed, and many green vegetables,
grass, seeds, grain, ete. Withal, its appetite is vora-
cions, hence it grows rapidly and fattens casily. The
common tame duck is supposed to have descended
from the wild Mallard duck, Anas boshas, common to
this country and Europe. It breeds freely with this
species. and also with several other species of wild
duck ; in some cases the progeny is capable of vepre-
duction of its Kind, in athers mulse bivds or - mon
grels” result  The fact that a very different (lass of
birds are produced where the Mallards are erossed
with other species and where the common duck is so
eragsed, with other pointz of diffiirenied, throws sume
doubt on the assertion that the Mallard i« the parent
of our common ducks  Besides efforts to damesticate
the Mallard have not been successful s 2 generad
thing. We have, however, many wild ducks capable
of perfect domestication, and the eapeniment vught
to be well tried with all. for thus cur stuch of domes
tic poultry may be essentially inereased and im
proved.

The - Rouen™ is a tribe of ducks of great beauty.
Thi« breed i« the most highly esteament ot ali dumesine
ducks, by many duck breeders.  Its habits are quict.
and so 1t does not wander abant and get lost. as
ditcks often do. It attains & great weight, and s un
surpassed as a layer. An Enghish writer reports that
he has frequently known a pair of young drakes nine
or ten weeks old to weigh 12 s, Sundry writers ve-

port very remarkable laying performances of they

Rouen ducks.  One laid an cgg a day for & days ;
three ducks from February to July Luid 349 opis, be-
sides a few soft ones and five double cges.  One of
these laid every wmorning for 92 days. The young
ducks often lay in autumn a good cluteh of eggs, and
it not unfrequently occursthat o duck which ivafirst-
rate layer will manifest no tendency to sit. This
variety of ducks hag in common witlt many other
kinds great beanty of plamage. which varies some-
what in different individaale The drihes are heavier
than the ducks, but the ditference s slight in com-
parison with the disparity between the sexes in most
varietiee

chickens alwass went there to lay.

The ceeret was revealed, however, when the pro-
prictor informed us that he had it cleaned out every
week.  All the droppings of the fowls were seraped
from the floor, which was an inclined plain, into a
trongh or receiver, from which they were shoveled
and heaped up. and the place whitewashed once a
week  Ths reguired but dittle over half an hour,
and the manure from last season was estimated at
tone hundred and twenty dollars, and guite sufficient
in quantity as an application to his entire crop of
corn

Asarnle we do not think farmers pay as wuch at-
I tentton to their hen housesand the manurial product.
as their real importanee demands. Here was a most
valnable amount of fertilizing material, obtained
with little labor, upon the premises, ready for use
when needed, which would have cost a heavy sum to
provide: besides. from the excellent arrangement of
the house. which was by no means expensive, an in-
crease of eges was obtained, which move than covered
all the additional expense in labor, &e.—Germantoirn
Teleqraph
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2= Pxaran imported a hundred million eggs in
| the last tour months, against cighty million in the
|2 ne time last year.  In the single month of Aprit
she imported 12630000 eggs, winle the number
Fapril 1963, was 2€.510,000 only.

A Stranek Birn.—The editor of the Essex Journal

I was shown Jast weeh a chicken having four legs and

four wings and hut one head It was in the posses

{s1on of Mr Alex Quelette who vesides in the Grand

s Marsas, It was quite a curiosity. and if it had lived,

would have found its way to Barnum s Muzcun, New
York Mr Ouelette hew ps it preserved i spints,

A Cvr Hinte When a cat 1s seen to catch a
tehicken, tie it round ber neck. and make her wear it
Hor two or three days.  Fasten itsccureley. for she
1 will make it eredible efforts 1o get vid ofait. Be firm
cfor that ‘ime and the eat is cured  she will never
cagean deire to touch a bird. That is what we do
[ with or own cats, aud what we recommend to our
Preight ues s and when they try the experunent, they
and th v pets ave secure from vreproach and danger
hene sorth. Try it - N, £, Farmer,

Farortovek o Guraver Sroves vare Fovers Reader

did you ever dissect the gizzard of ahen. tarkey,
goose or duck?  The gizzard and geavel stones in .
serve the purpose of teeth, in reducing the fvod to
sasall particles, in order to facilitate digestion.  The
feed is swallowed in chanks. or the grain i3 reccived
into the crop nubroken  Here all such swbstances
are softened, and passed, 2 little at 2 time, through
the gmizzavd, which i curronnded by strong muscles;
and when food is passing thraugh ic it dilates and

|
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Sem e Kaives~A subscriber to the Ameriean
Agrieudiurist writes that the ashes of hard cual, uu-
mixed with any from wood, are & better artiele than
Bath hrick for sconring knives, forks, &e.

A Snyrerk Srer Drsenavg. One pound flour, half a
pound of chopped suet, a teaspoonful of salt, a quar-
ter do. of pepper, moisten with water untit a stift
paste. and use when required.  They may be rolled
in small halls, and may be nsed in savery pies, hash
or stews.

A Freaon paper says that by an aceident charcoal
has been discuy ered to be a sure cure for burns. By
laying a picce of charconl upon the burn the pain
subsides immediately. The remedy is cheap and
stmple, and deserves a trial.

Resepy ror Toornacur.—Qil sassafras and oil
cloves, cqual parts, is o simple, safe and effectual
remedy for toothache that can he cured by any
application—mix and apply frequently until the pain
ceases, by rubbing upon the gums with the finger
each side of the tooth. It will not muke the mouth
sore nor in any way hurt the teeth, J.H.T

CrMENT ror MENDING  Grass, Mampig, Cuisa
Esutyeswaie, &c.— White shellae, 1 o0z, dissolved in
2 oz of spirits of wine 10 grains of borax dissolved
in 2 drachms of sulphuric ether.  After the ingredi-
cnts are dissolved, put them together.

PPut it on the edges of the broken ware with a brush
or feather; then bura it off with a spirit light. Put
the pieces together, hold them until they set, and
they will be as firm as they were hefore they were
broken.

DEeATi IN THE SWEET-MEAT Jars—A child was re-
cently poisoned in Penusylraninsothat death enswed,
from eating apple-butter which had been kept in a
wlazed Jar - This glazing contains an aclive poison
- the oxide of lead —which is dissolved by fruit acids
aund is extremely dangerous to life.  All such sub-
stances as apple-batter and thv hike should be kept in
wood or glass vessels, su as to avoid the possiblity of
mischief ~ The above is not a solitary instance, as
many similar ones have occurred.

Crre vor Poisox Ivyv.—1 have twice cired myself,
when poisoned with ivy. by immersing the poisoned
parts in soft soap far thirty or forty minutes. The
first time 1 tricd this 1 merely put my feet in the soap,
hecaus it made them feel better ; the second tite, 14
being on my hands, I put them in soap to cure them,
and it Qid it. Let every one so afllicted {ry this
remeds, and I agsnre them they will be glad they
took the tfenesce Farmer, and feel their obligation to
mahe hnown any similar discovery which they may
muke.- E. D W, Pierpoind, Ohio, in Genesee Tarmer.

Rusviec Pictere Frayes.—Rustic work for this and
other purposes, is in great favor now-a-days in the
fashionahle world, and muny and beautiful are the
imitations of bark, rough wood, leaves, vines upon
bark and twigs oftrees,ete.  They are cust in bronze,
zinc and iron, for picture frames and similar purposes.
Papicramaché i3 alse pressed into & multitude of
rustic forms of great beauty, and the wood carvers
exercise their skill in producing in oak, black walnut,
and butternut, devices representing rural things.

With a little care in selection, and skill in handling
tools, we may frame our pliotographs and engravings
and crayons with rastic work a8 miich more beautiful
than the costly product of the bronze foundry, ae
nature is superior to art,  Usk wood denuded of the

The beautifal grn heads aid nodks of pcontracts suptar (o the motion of u bellows and t]u-‘lmrk, regents & heautifully corragated surface. ont

the drake«, irideceent with” prarple and copper hues, fuod, heraels of gram, comng - contact with the | of which the knife easily’ removes the few  fibres
sel off with 2 clean white collar and elaret-colanred " graved stemes je o parated and tora 1o picees.  After | which adhere, and it is ready for varnishing ns snon

ter, give them a distingushed awr which the variong b the pracess i< cample ted the fuod isdigested.  These
rolours and distinct marhings of the back and wings § hittle mill stones. as it were do not remain long in
daed not detract fram - The fomiales are browa, cac g the gizzard 5 they are carried ont with the food, and

feather being marked with black, which gives them j & new set is hrought along, from the crop, to he thus
a speckled took. geaund.  Naw if fus Iy are confined, as they often are,

The only varicty wlich really vivals the Reuen as | where they cannot have aceess to all the <harp graved
anseful and ecanomical bird is the Ayleshury. These g they need, ther digestion mmst he fnpertect and
a purely white English variety. arc boautiful buds ey cannot do well, especially if fid on whole grain
and highly esteemed in the markets of Great Britun, | § owis ceed sharp gravel stones within their reach to
ax also in the United States where they arc known |, snailown every day. and if they do not have o range
They are good layers and nursed uot soisy, good | geavel <iould be kept by them in their inclosures
feeders and by same decididly prefersed G0 the Biostn © affirator,

a8 1t 13 Seasonted.  The « season eracks.” should they
vceur, may b filled with dark brown putty, and will
even heighten the general effect.  Picces, of suitable
diameter. sawed carefully in two. lengthwise, are
very casily worked, matched at the corners, ete., and
mahe strong dutable frames.  Wood having beautiful
hark, nut tuo Tough, curcrud partly perhaps, by clese
clinging lichens, is very pretiy, wrought into frames
in the same way, and when one once hegins to make
sieh things, it is remarkable how many beantiful
objects he will find ready to his hand.—Scientijic
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