‘THTRD QUARTERLESSON I—July 4.
. First Cenverts-in- Europe.

- Acts xvi, 6-15. , Commit vs. 18-15.
{{" '~ GOLDEN TEXT.-

_*The entrance of thy. words giveth light.’

P

i . HOME READINGS. -

M. Acts xv., 36—xvi, 5.-Paul's second:

journey begun. . o o

T." Adts “xvl, 6-15.—First’ Converts' in
Burope; - 7ot o
W, “Acfs'x.;1:22.—Peter called to the Gen-
tiles. - S . S
“ITh, “Acts X.; 23-48.—Peter obeying the Call,

¥, Phil i, 1-30.—Paul- to.the Saints-. at
Philippi. - S C U

S.. Phil, iv.; 1-23.—*My. Brethren dearly
Beloved.” - .- -

's. 'L Cor: i, 18-31.—The Gospel is the

Power. of God. ) L
- “Lesson Story.

After some tseful,éervices, to the church at
Barnabas that they

home Paul proposed to } y
should. set out again and visit the churches
they had established in Asia Minor. Barna<
bas was pleased with the-idea and thought

his nephew, :John-Mark, must go too. Paul

" thought it ‘would not be- wise to take Mark,
as he had drawn back from the work on
their first journey, and the result was that
PBarpabas decided to take Mark and go. over
part- of the ground, namely,.the .island of

Cyprus, -his own native country, while. Faul

went to Asia.Minor, being. accompanied by
oune of the principal teacliers of the Ant:.ioch
church, named - Silvanus, or “more briefly,
Silas. i
where:there were converts and told them spe-
cially: what the: council at’ Jerusalem. had

decided .with regard 'to the law of Moses..
They Kept on going westward, sometimes.

» _preaching, and sometimes pressing forward
without stopping to preach, for, as events

proved, -there. was a divine purpese.taking .

them to the coast. At Troy, that most an-
cient city, “a vision ‘came ‘to Paul in'the

pight. He saw a man whom he recognized,

perhaps by his clothes, perhaps by his fea-
tures, as a Macedonian. This man begged
him to cross the sea and bring help to those
in Macedonia. - -'The whole party, which by
this time included a young man, half Jew
and half Greek; called Timothy, and a de-
voted doctor called Luke, gathered from

this dream that God had called them’ to -

" preach the gospel even in -Macedonia.
Reaching Philippi, a large and Iimportant
city, they locked about for a suitable plage to
begin preaching. They found that those
“who held the Jewish faith met by the river-
cide for some sort-of service., So they went

* to the river and on the-first occasion ad-
dressed a congregation of women. The
first pérson converted in Europe was a busi-
ness woman, Lydia, ‘a seller of purple’
had lived in Asia-Minor and.-was perhaps
on that account at first interested in the
strangers. She seems to have been an in-
dependent householder, for when the Lord
opened her heart, she and her household
were baptized, and she urgently invited th
apostles to stay at her house. .

Lessoﬁ Hyﬁm./'

The tender light of home behind,
Dark heathen gloom before,
The servants of the Lord go forth
‘To many a foreign shore.
But the true light that cannot pals
-Shines on them from above, .
The light divine that shall not fail,
The smile of him they love. -

Lesson Hints..

Paul did .not say, ‘I have no help to -spare
for Macedonia, because Asia Minor has not
_all been cenverted.’ He was sure the Lord
had called him on and he went gladly to do
God's will, not wearing himself out with
anxiety. over the things he was not permitted
to do. If Paul had spent his time preaching

~Paul” and - Silas: visited - the: citles

Ly

- THE MESSENGER. |
-n_ @\ o - i Bithynla and Mysia, as he, probably in- “class. It.is to be feared that In thls age :
“tended to ‘do, ‘there might have been a few

more Asiatic churches formed, but it was in
Hurope that .the great conquests of -truth
could best spread at. that time. God's will

_ with regard to the preaching of the gospel
is ‘evidently that it should go forward and
‘onward rather ‘than be centralized. - We

should follow. Paul's example, pressing- ot
into far.countries. We cannot 'tell where
the gospel will. be most glorified, our. work
i§ to ‘give it a chance 'in ‘every nation, II
'Fhess, iii.,L. . - o

Search Questioss. -
How do we know that Luke accompanied,

Paul ‘when he crossed over from Asia o

Burope ?2-.© 7 . :

Why do we think that Timotbhy was also

of the party 2+~ . ~ -~ -« -~ RN
Primary Lesson.. .

. Suppose you were fast asleep and saw a

.man cailing you to help him, would you want-

to go ? That was what Paul saw;  He saw
in a dream or vision a man who begged him
to come to his country and kelp the people
by telling them about Jesus- and heaven,
‘When Paul woke up he told Silas and Luke
and Timothy, and they all said- they would
go and preach in that country because.they
were sure God had sent Paul the dream on
purpose to encourage them to go. £o they
wrént-on board a ship and sailed to Mace-
donia, where. they found some people who
were glad to hear about Jesus, . There was
a kind. woman named Lydia who. listened
carefully to the preaching and made up her
mind to follow Jesus always.
rich woman and had a -large house, 80 she
asked Paul and Silas and Luke and Timothy
to stay at her house, . ‘We cannot all do.as

much as Lydia, but We must do all the kind.
things we can, and try to help those who are
' preaching about Jesus. S

SUGGESTED HYMNS.
‘*Trere’'s a. Cry. from Macedonia,’ ‘Far
away,’ ‘in’ Heathen = Darkness Dwelling,’
‘ Holy Spirit, -Faithful ‘Guide,” ‘ Jesus shall
Reign where'er the ‘Sun,” ‘ The whole Wide
World for Jesus. , ., e

. Practical Points.. -
A. H. CAMBRON. ' .
The sovereignty of the Spirit- is taught
as clearly as the love of God. Vs. 6-8.
‘Paul received a call to preach in Race-
donia. That was good.—Vs. 9-10.
Paul obeyed the call at once-
far better. Vs. 11-12. -~ ‘
Many noted events have taken, place ‘with-
in the gate.’ Vs, 13. .
Compare Heb. xiii.,, 12, and Acts vil, 58.

When the Lord opens the heart, his ser-
vants will be given a royal reception. . Vs.

That. was

' 14-15. '

Tiverton, Ont.

Daily 'Searching. of the Word.
(By Rev. W. H Bucks).

The bible is an inexhaustible mine’ of
truth. - Its {reasures are open to all who
will search for them. But they rmust be
searched for if they are to be found. Diligent
and constant search will be rewarded. It
is a privilege and a duty to read the bible,
but the real benefit comes when we search
for its nidden treasures. The Saviour says:
¢ Search the Scriptures.....for they testify of
me.’ When Paul came unto Berea and en-
tered into the synagogue of the Jews, he
found there more ready hearers than -else-
where. This iz the testimony concerning
the Bereans : ‘These were morc noble than
those in Thessalonica, in that they received
the word with all readiness of mind, and
gearched the Secriptures daily, whether those
things were 50." . . :

Paul searched the scriptures and thus was
enabled to give each Scripture prophecy its
proper setting, collating the events and facts
of Jewish history and applying them to the
jmmediate needs of his hearers and the cir-
cumstances surrounding them. Thus a
bible-scarching-preacher will produce a
bible-searching-people.
teacher can have a similar influence over his

. he ghall

She was'a ~

- consciously as woll

A Sabbath-school °

1

.

of progress when the country is flooded with .

Sunday-school literature, that some teachers

-will- allow. others. to do ;all -the, . thinking
and. searching for them after: bible truths,

- How Inany -simply - use. the queslichs found

in the ‘Quarterlies,s and :fhéy ‘go, through the
questions. as mechanjcally as'you:please.
a result there will ' he @ mechanical teacher,
a mechanical ‘class of scholars, and mechan-
ical impressions and results. © The excellent
helps which are furnished for the studying

- of the leszon dre not intended as a substitute
. for the teachers’ personal research.”

1 ‘They
are helps, afford suggestions, explanations,
and.shmﬂd act a3 spurs to push us on and
up into the ferlile realm of truth. Some

teachors study the Quarterlies or Lessoa Leaf

but not the bible. The teacher ought to do
with: -the teaching hclps as the Berecans did
with Paul’s sermicns : ‘ receive the word with

a ready mind,’ but also ‘search.the Scrip-~

tures daily, whether those things are 50.” . . .

The searching should.be reverent and sub-
missive, being open to conviction to Lelieve
every truth which the Word afiirms. Every-
thing which the Word urges upon us as a
duty is right, and what it prohibits is wrong.
We must not put the Word on trial, but
rather our knowledge and comprehension of
it is to be tested. We must not prejudge
.thov v.rord.. It will vindicate its own teach-
ing, if fairly tested, The study should be
diligent, daily and comsecutive. - We must
rely upon the Holy Spirit for guidance, for

the Holy Spirit is the great interpreter of

the bible to believing hearts. . We must feel
our dependence upon this Divine Guide—for
all guide us into ail truth — saving
truth. : . : : ‘
May the Lord increase our love for his
Word and to wunderstand it— Living
Epistle.’ .

| Real‘ ‘S.tudy. )

An exchange says:—‘ Very  little rea.ll.

study is Idone by the average Sunday-school
tqacher. .. He must, of necessity, read over
his lesson, and comewhat of the comments
upon it.” “He may,-in’ addition, :

tions, or engage in animated = discussionz,
.He' may commit to  memory some parts of
the lesson, and secure some pertinent arec-

, atiend a
teachers’ meeting, and listen to able exposzis

dotes’ and. illustrations; aad yet,. with all . B

thie dome, he may have done no recal study. .

Study is a setting of the mind. ugon a sub-
Ject, with the view of comprohending it fully,
and learning concerning it some things not

before known, and not easily acquired. Mere -

perception .will place many paris of a lesson
within grasp. A glance only is bestowed;
and these parts are socurcd. ~But raflection
upon what is perceived, careful thinking up-

- on what is known, a looking under and into

that which readily appears, is included in
tho true idea of study. .

———

The fifth Gospel—have you read it? In
the }:Iew Testament there are four records of
the life of Christ. While they agree as to
t}xe great fundamental facts of our Lord’s
life, they differ in details. Each writer has
left the impress of his own individuality upon
the record, accerding as tho 'truth passed
through the prism of each mind. But the
fifth Gospel—where is that, and what i3
that ? It is the Gospel ‘aceording to ysu.’
It is a book read by people who have never
read the Gospel according to Matthew, Mark,
Luke or John, and who probably never will,
What- impression do the men and women
with whom you mingle all the week long
gain of the value of the religion of Jesus
Christ from the way. you are living it ?
Every man and woman of us is writing some
sort of record daily; and we are transcrib-
ing it in a dialect which all men undcrstand
and read: ‘Known and read of all men.'
We neced-to be very clear as to one thing,
viz: We cannot determine whether we will
be witnessag or not. The mere fact that
we go up to the house of God and have to
do with religious matters and religious peo-
ple is sufficient to make the world judge reli-
gion by our example. We bear witnegs un-~
as consciously. Men
are born imitators. Mere association pro-
duces a powerful influence upon .the forma-
tion of .character. Jesus Christ is daily at
the bar of public opinfon; and whether
men accept or reject him depends very'large-

ly upon the evidence we give as to his di- .

vinity, and upoz the Influence we excrt over
those who are not his followers.—Rev. Chas,
H. Jones. o




