~

everybody, nch a.nd poor. . St
tinctions for himself as soon” as- he

: has a few thousands.:-
_ them?’ all: enjoy the’ house.,‘

" 'they’ll-all be glad to“come.

thie occasion.

Mr.. Midland smiled in ‘his big-heart- :
j from his boyhood.

: west, ‘and ‘the stars were coming . out:
‘they left the house the church bells

'_mimster told ‘me the other day that
- an evangelist was coming here,
“forgot all about it, but it might pay

"';I’ve never had any notion of joining
_-a church myself, but.I-don’t know
- . what the community would be with-

" entered.

" . word would beuttered which would
. touch Mr. Midland's heart.

" an “extraordinary sermon, -but a sim ;
ple talk upon the power of a good: lifegy

. he had made money ; he had a good -

~ bed -and sleep, but he -would sit up a

N

" heavenward “does’ ‘the - greaitest work .-

: minute and then she sdid, balf audi-

. that night A, Midland's face took

" The: genial~man ‘became more genial,

- It beecame:literally true- that, like his

", voted his’ property to the giving of: the
: “ith

' spa__rsely settled districts’; he labored

ou'will ghine* enou gh,”.

folly for a man’ to: ‘make social d

"I want to’ have®
It’'s the .
handsomest -house in' the village, and
_The:ca~.
terer will. provide the suppe'r, and
_you’ll justhave to shake hands \\ith
the guests and . look pleased.”: N

~‘What" do you. t_hmk T had better
wear, Josiah ”oo

‘Oh, you must ha.ve a new dress for
"I.like garnet.  Get a
garnet silk with ‘a ‘good deal of -vel- .
vet, and you’ll look handsome ! “And"

‘ed way, ‘that had won . “him friends
The ‘new. moon had 'risen. m the

‘brightly, as if all nature.even was-
‘glad at Mr. Midland’s success. As

rang out.
" ‘Let us go, ' said Mr. Mldland ‘The,
I

us to go and hear him once.-” Reli-«
gion isn’t a thing of emotion to. me,
but I like' to hear good preaching.

out the churches. Property would
‘go down pretty quickly -t

- The minister; as was human, felt
the blood quicken in his veins as the
svccessful railway man and his wife
. Not that they. were more
important than poor people, but he
‘knew that money consecrated to good
ends is -a power almost.unlimited.
He could only. silently pray: that some

The young evangelist preached, .not

—a life. that-came but:once and was®
‘spent so quickly. Mr. Midland sat
like-one-awakened out of sleep. True,

moral character, but “he would go
through life but once, and hé was
living entirely for himself, -He had-
never realizéd what a  wonderful gift
from heaven thig life is, with all its'
possibilities to-help ot'hers, to make.
the poor comfortable, the sad happy,
to remove the ca_.uses‘vof,cr'ime and
discontent.
to have made a voyage_.of discovery
and to‘have found a new land.-

He said little on the way home, ex-
-cept  to tell - Martha ‘that he felt
strangely and that she must go to

’while.;and think. . Mr. Midland did -
think long and. carefully by the-
shaded lamp.- He- thoug'ht over his;
whole past experience. -~ He ha.d been
prospered, and he owed all to'a High-
er Power.. - And after he 'had thought
~he prayed. .-
~ In the morning he said : ‘Martha 1
have given up- ‘the house- wa:rmmg
I have decided to use: the monéy to"
send a boy to college to become a-
preacher ; and then he added, ‘For-a.
man Who turns -the life.‘of a.nother

in the ‘world, and I:must help fo do
the !greatest hereafter.’

Mrs.: Midland looked confused-for a
bly, ‘I am very glad, Josia.h’ After.
on an expression that was noted’till’
_his death, years afterward. .It:was-
‘as t’hough he had talked with the an- -
gels and’ quned a new brotherhood. "

more conisidera'te, more self-controlled. -

.Master .*he went about domg goad.”
‘Without.childien of his’own,.he de--

peop]e._ . He joined-
1 voice :and:: money dnall’
that! elevated ma.nkind .He built:
houses for the poor'; he’ educated or--
phans ; he held prayer-meetmgs in

Mar-"| °
'that I-shall; be proud‘ f_ you.™
the- |

He seemed all at once |.

- reveals itself.

- gularly . attending church. -

) Al‘ter Jesus' ‘Was baptized he was ied
-into the ' wilderness' to ‘be" tempted by-
.Satan.-. When this  was -ended. he be-
“gan’to’ preach and ‘do wonderful works."
The people .of- Nazareth -had heard of his
miracles; -such as the turning: of. water
into -wine, .and the healing ‘of .the nobles’
man’s son; and no- doubt they, were glad"
Wwhen "~ he -came to _visit ‘his:-old ‘home
-again. ' - They. wanted ‘to hear- what he
“weuld say and see what he wouid do;:.:
‘When the Sabbath day,came Jesus went
to-the synagogue, where :he had gone
with” his " parents’ when a child. -~ The
‘synagogue was the place where the peopie
met to worship God.: .Very. likely many
were_ thers (o hear what the new-. teach-
‘er ‘would say. .
. When it was time to read the- Iesson
from ' the prophets-Jesus took the roll’
of the prophet Isaiah and began toread.
He read the five things which Isaiah had’
foretold” that Christ  would:do, and’ then
‘he explained the meaning of the words
.and said that he was the one of whom
all these gracious words were spoken. ~
At first the people listened gladly, and,
-then they grew amgry to hear Jesus say
that he was:-the.Messiah ! In their-an--
‘ger they led him away. to the top of a,
-hill, meaning to throw him down a.nd
kill him.. ‘But Jesus,. ‘passing” through
the midst of them, went his way. —Be-
rean Lesson Book. = .
LESSON OUTLINE.

1. The Power of theé Spirit. ve. 14,715
EI Ano-inted to . Preach. vs 16-19.

T ¥y,
b, ;122 18- 29, ‘Refu

" Sp ea.keth v

paum, © . ;
S Luke 1:-21-34, Mark’s Account of Tt. -
Time.—A.D. 28 ~-April; - the. begidning
of the second year:of -Christ’s; ;public- min-
istry, about ﬁrteen months after the last
lesson. ' P
Place. ~Nazareth; ‘&~ city ‘ot Galilee,
ty-five miles- north’ of - Jerusaiem, no
called” El-Nasira.. 7 :
.. HINTS AND HELPS IN ST‘UDY. :
“Jesus was ° ‘tempted. by . Satan. (Luke 4:
1-13) immediately .after his- baptism :(see
last lesson), - Then followed about ﬂfteen_

‘months of which Luke ‘says .nothing..

- Johm;, in chapters 1: 19-5: 47, tells-all ‘we:
. know about Jesus’s .. life -during this"
_period.” - Most of the ‘time hespent in
:Jidea; but he twite visited Galilee. Read-
John's-account of these important months;
: Josus now hearing that Herod -had-im-.
- prisoned John . the Baptist™ (Matt. 4:.123,
Luke 3: 19, 20) left Judea. and began his?
ministry in"-Galilee;" and- Luke, -at -verse
14,  again takes up the record of Jesus’s
life. . .Nazareth had: been his ‘home for.
nearly thirty. years. He’ now returns’ there
.and tells his old friends that he: has. comeu
from: Godwith -blessings- for .them,": thlatv
-he -ig 'their.. long-promised Messiah' but
“they. cast"him off and’ tried ‘to kil him.
He left them in_their: ‘gins, and went- tc
do mighty works in - capernaum.
QUDSTIONS -

What happened ‘to Jesus arter his bap-‘,
tism ? ‘How did he answer Satan:when he,‘
was- tempted ? [ How..mhny months. -pe&-t
tiveen verses 13- “and 14 of Luke 4-? Where'

‘[ do “we-find -the record-of these ‘months 7.
Where did"Jesus. now" come 2.
'He do on. the Sabbath 2 From- ‘what book ,
did he read ?° What - -were: the. words?
Wkat-did he say about’ them 7. "What:
did -he mean ? What @ad the people
think :of this ? - What further did - Jesus'
say to ‘them.? .Vs..23-27. " What" was.
‘{he" effect” of: thése words on the people 2.
,What did they’ ‘do?°..Vs.: 28, 29. .Where
did Jesus’ go ? V8. 30 31..

(O

-

. WHAT" THE.. LESSON‘ TEACHES i
h.is lite a.lways

1, Christ: caamot be hid B

<2, :-We - should 'seek the good o: “our
_.neighbors .and’; friends. RO Y
3.. Jesis glves ‘us’ thé: exa:mple o! re-,

4. Our mission as Christians s to daa'ry
blessings to‘ mem, - oo R

4 read... ".and the:

: ta.lity, he will ‘use;the; ‘humblest - means,

-supplicated, the - tears Yolled down .the
~ faces of the people.:
- ness possessed them.

-ghe went to the dangerous man, and said

S

“What afd’|.

_-W. Luke B: 17-39 Power to i!orglve Sins.

in the . synagogue were ‘fastened on ;
r ©Vs. ;16,2200 - For, years’.the’ workf
of a Spanish coutitess was- to, read dthe-|"
Bible; In’, various- languages “ip‘-hospitals:|:
and“camps, never making ‘a single: com-~
-ment of her jown:~Asked ‘a question,. ske .
replied Dby .reading..a ;verse of the Serip-.
ture: ;. Many .were; saved .and ‘blessed: -

- Work .in- the power "of. the. Spirit. s
18 “God wilt’ bléss the ‘feéblest, instrumen—

At we -will- but’‘abandon?ourselves -to: ‘the' s
power . of ' the “Holy- ‘Spiritand’ do. 'abso=|.
.lutely as he directs. Newman; Hall stood
early ome - morning - on the ‘summit - of
Snowdon, with " a. hundred and twenty |
-others, who had been attracted "hither
by the prospect of an unusually grand-
sunrise.- As. they stood walching the sun.
tinge the mountain’ pealss with glory and. |-
-sparkle in-the thirty lakes,’ he was ins |
vited to preach. .He was so overwhelmed

‘with- emotion that' he' -could not but*
~poured. out his-soul in_ prayer.. Ashe
A superhuman’ still-
Quietly -with sol-
emn awe, they - -descended the' mountain
.and scattered.. Afterward, visiting. this
region,.  the Doctor was informed- that
forty people were converted that morning
and had joined the -Union Church in the
neighborhood ‘But,”. said he, ‘I did not |,
say a word to them; I only prayed. ‘Yes,
and more wonderful still, they did not
know-a word you said, for none of them
can- speak English, only Welsh,” *

Preach deliverance to. the ‘captives. V.,
18 Even a child may do this. One of the
worst of criminals-on ‘his way 1o prison
was strongly guarded in expectation of
trouble; A little child who heard them
talking about him, - watched bim ; with -
grieved. look and: quivering lips.. - The
prisoner- looked- at her and turned sud-
denly away. In a moment heglanced
back.  He could not resist the sweet pity.
of that childish face. _He watched it for

an_ instant, then turned aghin with an
1mpaitient motion, that told the child she
had annoyed him. . Her tender  little
heart “was “sorry, and starting forward,

earnestly, ‘I -didn’t mean to plague ‘ you,
poor man; only I am sorry for you. And
Jesus is sorry for -you, -too.’ A police-
man caught her quickiy and gave her to
her father. No'one heard those whis-
vpeied words but the ruffian., But their
echo, with the picture of the tender,
grieved child’s face, went with. him’ into
his dreary -cell: - The -keeper- wondered
when he found that this dreaded- -prisoner

made’ no .trouble,” and: tha.t day by day:|

he grew. 'gentle and:kind. *Long’ months_
‘afterward. the’ chaipla.in asked “him “how it
was. ‘It is. 'asimple’ story,” ! ‘said -vthe
man; ‘a child:wax sorry for, me, and she
told me that Jesus'was’ sorry for:me,’ too,
and ‘her pity. and his broke.my heart.’—

,I‘rom ‘Arnold's Practica.l Com tary '7 5

THE POWBR OI‘i ES S D
Gommit to memory\ Vs, 2 ¥
Cme GOLDEN ‘TEXT.

The Son. ot man. hath” powe
to. forgive sins.—-Luke b 24.

¢

Jeésus’ went"to Capernai
which he so often:stayed. f

_warm-hearted Peter. o
One_ -dayJesus. was- te
‘open’; oc.urt ost a house hic]

blocked up’ and.nd. more;;ce
But i!our ‘men” cam _ca;rry'in a’

palsy
go': away without seeing‘
tl-ey -went- on the root took off: t.he cover |-
ront ‘of . Jesus.
ee such iaith

to, find" liault, and -Jesus
had power “to. heal. the! 50|
sick; man's -body,- .and her d -
walked AWAY, carryin" his:bed ith *him:
Are’. you not glad,:that “we' have ithe'
blessed truth ~which he:Golden’ Te*ct:

HOME READING sie
M. Luke 5:1-11, Thé Draught tFishes.
T, Luke 5: 12-16, "Power_to Heal.

with ~Thee.

Should Perish.'-. -

return from’ his< ﬁrst cireuil:in- Galilee.

Place.—Capernaum, on thé: north-west- .

ern shore of-the Sea’of Ga.iilee L

Aiter his 'rejeciion At Nazareth, Jesus' "

went to the Sea-of - Gelilee "(‘lake of Gen-
“nesaret,’ . Luke. 5::.1), “near. "

“Here occurr=d ‘the ineidents ‘in"Monday's

Readlng, ‘Luke 5:-1-11. . He" then entered
Capornaum, which became his home -and

the centle of his- ministry in- Galilee for '

“about: eighteen- months. - Here on 'the

. Tollowing -Sabbath ithe evenls narrated in -

‘Lule'4: 31-41 took place.’ Upon his first
circuit;, which soon followed (Luke 4:

42-44),. he - preacked . throughout Galilee -
“and healed many (\'Iatt 4:.23,- 24), only.
one case, however, being recorded, viz., - -

that in Tuesday’s Reading, Luke 5: 12-16.
.Returning to Capernaum, heé preachéd in
the. house in which he made_his home. A

_crowd of earnest listeners. filled the house

"and throngad the doors. Thén' occurred
“the beautiful-and striking incident of to-
~day’s lesson. Compare Mark .2: 1-12.
Wednesday’s Reading includes this and
also.-the call of Levi (called also Mat-
-thew), .which probably occurred later on
.the same day. .This Reading also de-
seribes incidents (vs. -29-39) which most
likely .took place -some months later.

Thursdays Reading (Luke 6-11) seems to '
give' the mext recorded event aiter the»

“call of Levi.
: QUDS’I‘IONS

Why did Jesus go Irom Nazareth to Ca-

pernaum" ‘What happened on his way ?

Give an’ account of ‘his first .Sabbath in

Capernaum. - Where .did he soon go?

What Is_recorded of this, circuit ? On

-~his return, where did he preach ? Who. ..
_“What did .

was brought to him ?.- How ?
‘Jesus say to the paralytic ?
the seribes and Pharisees do'?

"What did
How

did Jesus -prove his power to forgive

sing ? How did the miracle affect those
“who saw it ?
WHAT. THE LESSON TEACHDS
1. We may bring our: friends to Jesus
with their troubles.
© 2, Sin is a much worse troubie than
sickness. ’

3. Jesus Wiil do tor us that which wo

need most.

4. Jesus can forgive sin ‘because he 18

our Saviour: .

6. We. show we a.re forgiven by our

new ey -
ILLUSTRATIO\* :

A man “well’ along in years was a slave
- 'to..the'"habits of using tobacco and' mqr-
phiine He-grew. almost helpless. Phy-

sicians “offered no ‘remedy, for they had -

The man’ felt his sins, and feared
“the dreadfr' doom .of the lost. His fam-
. lly .were -praying .for -him. (At first he
had.-small faith, but.they laid his case
- dally beiore God. The glad day came

‘none.

" when God forgave his-sins, and more than

“that, -healed his. body which was sn
wrecked on account of sin. A week later
this happy man: met some - of his business
< friends’ on- the' street, and said, ‘Friends,

'-I have not touched tobacco or morphine

“for ‘more than a_week.’. At once they ex-
. pressed- their a.larm, and offered to sup-
“ply him -with’ both, but he replled
.‘Friends, ‘there ‘Is a higher power than
man's doing this for me. = God has saved
-my soul’and hedled my body.” Then the
. was repeated, which filled them
“wonder, while he.gave God all the
Only for the example before them
yuld ‘not -have believed such a
;possible.. .

Brlng"others to Jesus. V. 18. An evan-

-gelisttwas ‘reminded ‘of this miracle in
one‘o: his meenings, by, sixteen men who
‘had}¢ame’ a  distance of as many miles
br ng four unconverted friends. It
a° noticeable sight to‘see these twen-

ty‘men marching -into.the church, and a

-blesded -sight ‘to see them marching out

gt the closé, with their four friends re- -

:jolcing in: God thelr Saviour.

with “the” following recommendation:—
“When-'you- go home to-night take your

‘rmemorandum-book ‘and :write down the

names ‘of -six-unconverted acquaintances,
dfter asking God .to. direct your thoughts.

A letter ‘carriér wrote. down- the names
of - 'six” of his-.fellow letter carrlers, not
one of whom was a Christian.”
by inviting them . to:come to the meetings.

“Then; to ask’ others_to.unite ‘with him in

praveri for. their salvation. . .Day and
night-he gave himselt to: the 'securing
.ot that end. "“He would.. with great tact
get ‘others..lo speak with ‘them, until the

. Toen’ became deeply” impressed -with ‘the "
faet-that'so” many were personally inter-

Five of them were con~
verted.—From Arnoid'l Practicai Com-. B

ested in them.
mentary

S. '3 Pet..3: 8-18, ‘Not. wuung hat any
S Psalmv '116:- 1-19 The "Lord Gracious Y

./Time A.D; 98; sumimer, after: Jesus’s’

LUEAR evangelist began ‘his revival work

Lét ‘these .souls: constitute your: charge.’-

He began -

Sy
!
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