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talent for whieh those who posess it will have to render an accoint ; still reine ni-
ber

I We may carry nuic in our lcart
' Throb duiky lane aid w raniklilng niart

and only ve do our du ty filitirfully in that 'tate of ife to whicl it hath plas-
ed G 'l to cal us, Il i presence will create a P:niadise anywhere.-with the fi sher-
mon niiding his net. on the bone sea-shore, or with the publican collecting
his tithes ainjd the btsy haunts of ion."

" Who were the publicans ? I know St. Mattiew wis one, buit then publi-
enns and -inners always seein to bc joined together in the Bible, and aurely he
was not a. wicked main?"

What hiîl cbaracter was before his call, we are not told. We can only jmk«e
if it from his conulet afterwtids; but to answer your question about the pub-
licans. At the tiie we are speaking of, Judea was a Ronanî province, and the
terni publican was given to those officers who wvere appointed to colleet the
ta<es or tribute muoney exacted by the lEmperor fron his sulhjects. Two things
mae the officers greatly despiced andi hated by the Jews : first, the very having
to pay tribute at all was a continual reminder to thei that they had lost their
fredonm and secoindly, these officers were, generally speaking, dishonest, cove-
tous thmpnselves up)n tae profits thus unlawfully obtained. The office cf Le% i
or Matthew was to receive the to!l or tax exacted fron all who crossed the sca
of Galilpe, and it was while this employed, sitting at the receipt ofcuston, that
our Lord called him, as was read to us in the gospel for the day.'

" How very little we hear of St. Matthew in the Bible ; at first I thoughît
he wras the only Evangelist who mentioned himself, till I discovered by the re-
fereneeý that Matthew and Levi were the saime."

" Ves, this is one of the instances among many of a Jew possessing two
names ; here it is supposed that Levi was the priginal ove, and that Matthew
was given after the call to the Apostleship. To the Church of Christ le would
be known by the latter naie, and therefore while the tenderness and considera-
tion of the other Evangelists is shown by their spcaking of him, as a publican.
under the title of Levi ; so is his own humility nost striking, in that lie docs
not shrink to declare that Levi vas hinself Matthew ; and in the enumeration
of the Apostles where St. Mark and St. Luke simply nanie hiii before St.
Thomas, he places hinself after as ' Matthew the publican.' Again, it is not
St. Matthew, but St. Luke, who tells us of the great feast which Levi mede
our Lord and lis disciples; a feast to which the proud Pharisee aid the ricli
inan came, but to which he also especially invited bis own profession, in the
pions, loving hope, no doubt, that having been found of Christ hinself, these
too might hear His words, believe and be saved. Fron this fcast we gather
that St. Matthew possessed wealth. At the same time St. Luke tells us, that he
left all to follow Christ ; he himself says sinply that ' lie arose' as if he felt all
lie left as nothing compared to what he trusted to gain. ' The god of this world
had no longer power to bliid his mind, but the light of the glorious gospel of
Christ slione upon him, and thus having received mercy, lie renounced the hidden
things of dishonesty, and henceforth preached Christ Jesus the Lord, and Ilim
only.," *

"I had no idea you would be able to find out so nuch about St. Matthew,
from the little that is said of him. I had noticed the difference in the accounts;

* Seo the Epistie for the day.


