THE CATHOLIC.

trinc behind the curtain of mystery.
that the substance of the bread is transubstantiated
wto “perfect God ond perfect Man,” whilcit sub-
sists in all its original modifications, is evidently, as
{ conceive, an absurdity, and not a mystery.

Had your Church eaid, that ¢ the body of Christ,

qasses in an instant from heaven to carth,” she
might perhaps shelter herself from the reproach of

ihsurdity, (though condemned by Seripture)and;

escape under the plea of mystery. But to affirm,
that the body of Christ,(while it is wholly inheaven.
and must remain there ¢ until the times of the
vestitution of all things,” Actsiii. 21.) i3 “wholly”
on carth; is it amystery * Is it not as manifest a
contradiction, as that a past is greater than the
whole?

If your Church had even said that, some parls
of the body of Christ are detached, and are mixed
with the clements in the eucharist,” it might per-
Faps have been possible for hereven then to avert,
the charge of cnntradiction, by escaping under the,
cioak of mystery and the contracted limits of frail
veason.  But {o declare that the body of Christ is
oaly onc in number, and that it is,*“wholly present
‘v every seperate part of the Host,” which are’
without number, in all Catholic countries, cansurely .
Hieno mystery, it must be an egregions absurdity, |
and if believed, evidence can no longer be the!
«haracter, of truth. Ifow, dear Sir, is it possible
to reconcile the contradidtory (not mysterious) |
vieas, that o body having but lim.ied circumference,
*s at the same time in Aeaven at the same time on

rarth at the same time ina_thousend places oni
tho earth, yea wholly presentin cvery separate part

+ * an innumerable Hosts? It appears tame to be
15 unpassible to believe this, as it wonld be to be-:

hieve that God is three in the same sense that He is
ane,
1f you reject the testimony of the senses by,

which we judge of the cucharist, will you pleascto
:nform us how we are to prove the resurrection of
Hesus Christ ?

The institution of the Lord’s Supper I purpose,
fa examine in another article. I will confine my
subisequent resnarks this week to your exposition
of the sixth Chapter of St. John.

You affirm that our < Saviour meant all he said
»o thestrictest literal sense.”  Tietus try this rule,
«t interpretation.  Our Saviour says’sesk not fhe
{he bread that perishelh,  Thisis plain and unequ'l-!
.ocal.  If ¢ our Saviour meant what he said in the ,
~irictest literal sense,™ it ispositively unlawful for
us o seek bread. i

Again our Savoiur savs, if anymen eat of this

|

H
\

!
{
|

Butto assest|

ded. Let itthenberemembered, the conversation urical representations, Hence weare said to see
related in this chaplér took placo more than a year iy hose traths which we clearly understand ; to fee}
before the Lord’s supper wos instituted.  An appli- | that which oxcites and moves our affections ;fo
cation of it to that institution, Ithink, is a thisinter- ,hear the instructions to which we pay an obedient

pretation of the whole chapter, ns1 shall presently | regard ; and to taste the grace which we delightful-
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(@ mortal life.

Ysense in which he calls himself the ¢rue vine, chap.

endeavourto show,

ctrines and enforce his precepts. Thus from the
dispute of the two brothers about tha division of
their estate, our Lord took occasion towarn his
disciples against covelousness ;the young man’s
going away sorrowful, becausea discipleship to
Christ requized asacrifice of his possessions, lead
our Savionr to enlarge vpon the dangor of riches :
‘and thus he improved the opportunity afforded by
drawing water at Jacob’s well, (o explain to the
woman of Samaria the effects and blessings of his
gospel, under the figure of water. Hence, in the
sixth of St. Jobhn, the circumstances of the multi-
tude following Jesus for the sake of gettiag bread
from heaven to eat in the desert, are improved by
our blessed Redeemer, to instruct the inquiring
Jewsand the attending multitude relative to his

In the next place, it was customary with our’
Lord to improve passing events toillnstrate his doc |

}y experienee.

‘That our Lord i this chapter does not speak iu
reference to the Lord’s supper is evident, 1. Be-
cause tho Lord’s supper was not instituted till more

jithan a year after.

2. It is declared above ¢ except ye cat the flesh
of the Son of Man and drink his blood, yc shall
have no life in you.” If this refers to the Sacra-
ment, the thicfupon the cross, and all those who
died previous to the institution of the sacrament.
must kave perished everlustingly.

3. St. Paul speaking of some, who partake of the
sacroment, says that they*drink judgment to them-
sclves,” 1. Cor. xi. 30. Our Saviour says,* ho that
eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, shall Zive
foreper,** v. 54th ; therefore he cannot mean the Sa-
crament—elsec he and St. Paul contradict cacl
other.

4. In reply thesecret murmuring of his disciples

doctrinesand the meansof salvation through his
death. This he does under the idea of bread a:
figure obviously suggested by the circumstances !
just mentioned, '

The question now at issue is, what is meant by
the terms +* Tam the true bread which came down,
from, heaven,—my flesh is meat indeed, fand my
blood is drink indecd—except yo,cat the flesk of
the Son of Man and drink his blood, ye eball not
have life in you—he that eateth my fleshand drin-
deth my blood shall live for cver,” &c¢.? Your
understanding of their meaning is best expressed
in your own words, as givenabove. On the con-
trary, I contend, that the meaning of thewhole v
dently is that by cating the flesh of Christ, we are
to understand the same idea that is implicd in “eca-
ting bread, namely, to derive supportfromit, The
argument of our Lord, (hen, accordingto my views
may be thus expresesd:—The manna which your
fathers did cat in the wilderncss could only sustain
That isthe true bread which pres-
‘erves {o eternal life, and qualifics every one that
eats it for everlasting  happiness. Iam the bread
of my doctrine, whichnourishcs and purifies the
belicving soul and fitsit for happiness, but also
because I shall give my life for the life of the werld.
Our Lord calls himself the truc breadin the same

!

'x¢ ;and as the branch parfakes of the nature of the

read, he shall live forever. Did not the Apostics ,vine, is nourished by its juice, and lives by its life ;
«atof1it 1 Iave not your Popes, and Priests, and ;S0 must ye abide in me, he partakers of my nature,
their flocks in past ages(according to the doctrinc . (eat my flesh and drink my blood) live by faith in
of your Church)catenof it>  Are they not dead al-' me, bringing forth much fruif, and be made_pure
seady >—These examples are sufficient to show the 'lhrough my boliness. *“Thus spiritual happinces on

insuperable diflicultics which attend your rule ofin-
terpretation.

[ think you will admit that in order to ascertain

carth and even in heaven, is expressed by caling
and drinking instancesof which may be seen, Matt.
viii, 11, xxvi, 29 : Luke xiv, 15, xxii, 30; Rev. ii,
17. Thosc who were made partakers of the holy
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the meaning of any part of the sacred, as well as,
other wrilings, it isimportant to mark the time, | Spirit, are said by St. Paul, 1st Cor. xii, 18, to be
occasion character, and custorns of the persons, |made to drink untoor of)one Spirit.” (Dr. A.

whose discources or sayings. oractionsare recor- 1 Clarke.) The Seriptures abound,in such metapho-
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who misundertood our Lords meaning, taking his
word literally, he says, **doesthis scandalize you?
If ye shall see the Son of manascend up where he
wasbefore ? An author of your own Church in his
annotationson tl.c New Testament, remarks on this
verse—¢Christ’e’ mentioning  Bis ascension, by
this instance of his power and divinity would con-
firm what he had before asserted ; and at the
same time correct their gross apprehension of eating.
his flesh and drinking bis blood in a vulgar and car-
nalmanner, by letting them know he should take
hig whole body with him to Heaven ; and consequen-
< notsufferitto be, as they supposed, divided.
mangled, and.consumed upon earth,”  As i this
were not sufficient to correct their mistake. our
Saviour adds; verse 63,¢¢ it is the Spirit that quick-
enefh;” sec Rom. viii, 11. 2 Cor. iii. €h. Such
only as eatand drink whatI have menticned in a
spiritugl sense have the promise of cternal life.
For the flesh profiteth nothing,if you could corpo-
rally catmy fleshand drink my blood, it would
profit you nothing ; foras that which goeth into

the mouth of 2 man connot defile him Mark vii. 20
so neither cap itsave him ; therefore «¢ the wonds
that I speak unto you are spirit, and ave life,” v. 63
they are spiril, in their meaning and influence ; and
spiritual and ctexnal life, in their eflects.—S1.
Peter’s confession. v. 69, gives us a farther clue(if
it were wanting)to our Lord’s meaning. This

fervent apostle neasly repeats our Saviour’s words :
thou hast-the words of cternal life, and we believe

and are sure that {hou art Christ the Son of the li-
ving God. Is hereany thing aboutoral mmandu-
calion, as there undoubtedly wauls have been, had
St. Peter understood our  Saviour to have taught
the doctrine of {ransubstantiation 7 All the tran-

substantiation that St Peter perceived inour Lord’s
discourseis ynquestionably expressed in hisanswer
to the Saviour ; and that was faithin Christ: Hence
e infer that believing in Christ the Son of the li

ving God, was what St. Peler understood by eating



