THE CANADIAN MISSIONARY LINK.

Wlork Hbroad.

VUYYURU.

My Dear Muss tireen, - -1t is Saturday afternoon, and
jnst a week since my return from a tour of five weeks
duration with our sister, Miss Stovel, on the good boat
Glad Tidings. Somo months ago Mise Stovel very kindly
proposed this tour, W take place after my examination
and accordingly, on July L4th, our sister came around to
Vuyyuru, speut the duy with us, and she and I returned
to the boat iu the evening. We had expected to spend
the whole of the transplanting season on tour together,
but were unavoidably delayed until the season was more
than half spent, su there was no time tu be lost.

. In all probalality you understand the term ** trans.
planting,” but 1 shall add an explanation.
aware, this part of India s intersected by hoth irrigation

AN you are

and navigation canals, which are closed sbout the latter
part of March, to be opened ngain the Intter part of May.
Then at un auspicyous tune  for tn Indin an auspictous
moment 18 sought fur the performance of almost every
thing, from the ploughing of a field, the buiding of »
house, to granting permussion to a father to look npon the
uow Laby that may have come Juring s whsence from
home - hence ot wir wuspricions time the aprout baeds,
which, after the lapse of & awtth or a0, wre to supply all
the other Rolds with sproats, are prepared by letting on
the water, ploughing and sowinyg the seed, after winch
the othor fulds are prepared, by which tune the while
country side, which wears an otherwise somber garh,
awing to the freshly torned earth, aw enhivened with
little patches of the loveheat, freshest yreen amaginable.
These spots of groen are the sprout bede, contatmng the
young rice plants now rendy to be tesnsferred o quarters
more commodious and conducive o sturdy growth and
productiveness.  [Spiritual tranaplanting would be
good thing to adopt in home churches, would it not /]
Now begins one of the busieat sensons inan Indan
farming district, whole villages are depopulated, the
popalation being transferred to the fields, a0 that from
9 o'elock in the morning ) 5 wielock in the evening in
many villages, no ane but the intirm, sick, mothers of
infants and very youuy Nu
titne is loat by tlre trmmp]umcrs‘m returning for the wid
day meal, for the small round bundle or the small black

children are to e neen.

enrthenware pot earried a0 eastly on the head contains
that simple mesl a It of plon nice, orom the case of
tho pot. the rice and the water 1 which it 18 cooked.
All day long the song of Uie transplanter may b heard, ns
they, standing in water abmost, 1f not quite knee high,
bury the roots of the sprouts in their soft bed.

This, and the harvest time, are the only seasons in
which the women of certain castes are accessible, the
men being absent in the fields, for the presence of the
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sterner sex is not desirable to those who work among

women.

the women, the attention of each one of whom is com- -

pletely occupied with paying proper respect to her respec-

tive lord, at whose appearance she must rise aud»tum' :
Then, too, the ** simple-minded Hindu,” 88 :

her back.
some are pleased to call him, is a much more perplexingf
problem in some respects than his more illiterate wife,

I:ideod, their presence seems to quite unsettle :

and is sure to propound some troublesome yuestion, :

which, if one takes time t snswer, is the most approved
way of dispersing a crowd of women, whose gatheriug
together is the result of much tact and patience.

Wo tirst spent sume days on the Vuyyuru eide, then :
passed on to the Akidu side, thus | received an introduc-

tion 1nto some of the villages in which my future work -

lies.  Iu these new villages, the sight of white faces,
at least those of women, was so unusual, that some time

waa spent (1 answering «uestivus, for, whatever else theso

women are gnorant of, thoy have mastered the art of

How timid they would he at first, until
soute more daring apint would bresk the ice, then fol-

(uestioning.

lowed, > Are you men or women!” ““Women! we "
thought you were men 7 *“*Why did you come?”
S How " What s your village (7 How many

children bsve you ¢ Notmarried "' accompanied

by u suspreronx shaking of heads, for ruch a ptate is

beyond their comprehension. © How's that 07 ere-
upeon we explarn that they are the cause.  ** Have you
{nther and mother 7 his from a mether] ** Have

vouselder and younger brothers aud eider and younger
** Are they murried 1"
* What work does your father
** What
“And your
< And you left them all and came to this

BIKTeTH ¢ © Where are they 17
© Have they children o
do s “AWhat does your elder brother do

o vour brotheran law's  occupating ¢
sstlers

conntey £ Far wpon bewng iformed that our country
" (Knyland), they are very
* Well, what about
We

i always con-

18 loang way beyond U Suna
much surprised, tosay the least.

your food 0 How much salary do you get 1"

explamn that we get none, for ** jitam
nected 1n their minds with salaries pad by Govern-
ment, and wo wish them 1o understand that woe are not
dependent upon that gource for o dub. Su we tell them
fiow the women 1o that far country, hearing of the fact
that the women of [odia wre 1dol worshippers, and know-
ing that God has expressly forbidden such worship, and
that there 18 1o aalvation for those who live in disobedi-
ence to the true God's commands, sent us to make known
the way of salvation, while they do their part by support-
** But how much do they send you, snd do they
** What do youeat1” ‘“How
** What do you become to each other 1™

ing us.
aend manthly, or how ¢
old are you t "

In Akidu one woman asked if | was Miss Stovel's mother,,.

We are questioned thus in every village, and in almost
every house in which we wark., It is only after their
curivsity i8 satisfied that they are ready tu listen.



