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costly piles of hewn atones to cru8h
ail charity out of the Fraternity in
their maidsc. The reform I heres idi-
cate should, for the credit of the Ma-
sonic institution iu America ana its
glory, have the attention it ment9;
ana, the grent stigma that of late,
years lias grown to be a ourse upen
the Fraternity, inasmucli as it lias
seriously weakened those mystic ties
'which would otherwise and. hould be
strong, 'wiil forever be reinoved.

The Working Tools of a Freemason.-
The Penceil.

No. VIII.

BY liRO. G.. F., JR.

Iu passing through the mysteries
of the third degree, the candidate,
after receiving the Skirret, ia pre-
sentedl by the Worahipful Master
vith "lThe Pendi,". and informed
that Ilwith the Pendi the shilful ar-
tisan delineates the building iu a
draft or plan, for the instruction or
guidance of the worknian." This, of
course, has reference te our operative
brethren, and, consequently, the nee-
phyte ia tauglit that lu a speculative
sense, "lthe Penci teaches us that
ail our words and actions are not on]y
observed, 1)1,1t are recorded by the
Y:,st Eligh. r> , hom we must render
au account Jf our conduct through
life." What a wondrous lesson la
here embleniaticaily given by meana
of a .iittle thing, with which every
ch.ild deliglits to, play, andi every
schooiboy daily handies, and eivilized
man constantly employa.

The profane may langli at our cere-
monies, se, meaningless ana almoat
:puerile to, thcmu; they may scoif at

our quaint ritual, which to, many nlay.
appear crude and bald; they maY jeer
at our Ilantique conservatisin," but
we ciun affordl it. They only guesa at
ail this; we know, or should k-now
ihe meanin£, of every une ana sen-
tence iu oui glorions ritual.

In Freemasonry there is a hidddn
rneaning for every phrase that noue
can appreciate except those who Lave
passed thieugli the tyled door, ana
stood on our Mosaic pavement, before
thoi altar, ou which, lie its three great
liglits. This la one of the secrets cf
the succeas and permauency of an
institution that has withstood the
penishable lives of States, ICingdouis
aüadEmpires.

But te return more particu]arly to,
our subjeot, the Pencil. Cannot
every Mason perceive how each oe
of these apparently insignificant.
Wonldng Tools draw the mina cf man
by a leason of, ana by itself, te the-
contemplation of the di'vine attnibutes
of a Great and Ail Wise God? Ill-ere,"
the candidate is told, "las a pendci;
yen have seen and handled hundrea
before; you neyer thouglit as you
wrote, or alietched, or drafied with
the saine, that ihere was anything
peculiar about it; from, this heur,
from, this very moment, you caunot
possibly forget each turne you do se,
that One Higlier and M1iglitier than
the greateat poteutate or nioat dia-
tinguiahed statesman on earth, ia
watching o-7er ail your actions, ana
recoring thein with thte pe)zcill of lifo
in the imperishable book of qeath,
which will pro-ve at the final" day,
whether you were. true te the. tenets
yen, now profeas or 'were a perjured
creature, who haù-joined1 our God-in-
spired. soiety of Brethren for. mer-
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