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borough. Iis rank was obtained by merit,
for he served faithfully for many yeurs in
subordinate ranks until le was finally
promoted to a Coloneley.

We are sure the Craft generally through-
out Ontario, but particularly the members
resident in Hemilton, will join with us in
tendering sympathy to W. Bro. F. Brough-
ton, P. M., General Manager of the Great
Western Railway, on the occasion of the
death of lis youngest son, Master Willie
Coates Broughton, & bright, intelligent
youth of cleven years, who gave great pro-
mise of a Lrilliant career. T'ull of life, and
hope, and juy, in the midst of his happiest
days, he was cut off, after a brief illness,
leaving loving friends to mourn his early
death. W. Bro. Broughton and his family
have the sympathy of all, in their great
bereavement.

Alnsonic Gorrespondrnce.

.~
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We do not hotd curselces responside for the opiniens
of our Correspndents.

-

Letter from Brother Rob. Morris.

LiaGrangE, Ky., Dec. 9th, 1878.
To the Editor of I'HE CRAFTSMAN.

Aly DEaRr Broraer Traves,—I read your
magazine ¢very month with increased inter-
est. Itis greatly to the credit of Canadian
Mesons that they have sustained Tue
Crarrsyax to the close of its twelith year.
In your enterprising hand, I hope to see it
even to its twentse-fourth.

On page 311, I am attracted by an ar-
ticle under the head of ** So-Called Masonic
Side Dcgrees,” from the pen of Brother
Ramsay. After reading it twice, I am
puzzled to sce the antior's drift. If he
means that he bas got cnough Coyprees and
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thinks no one should iake more than he :
has taken, I can understand that. Itas the

sort of assertion to which I wra accustored.
The Master Mason mekes it in seying, «X
bave three dogreess; all 7 wang; therefor
you want no mwore ! The Royul Arch Ma-
son applies it tv the Council degrees, as 1
heard in Toronto, in 1572, when good
Brother Spry was cudeavoring te establish
the Cryptic Rite. The Kmight Templa
applies it to the Scotch Rite degrees. Every
Mason (distorting scriptural words) cpples
it in saying ** thus far huve I come and no
further, and here shall your steps be
stayed.”

But if Brother Ramsay implies that no
one has the right to make new degrees he
will faii to cstablish his position. Lvery
degreo wo have beyond the third isthe per-
gsonel labor of some one, the Chevalier
Reamsey, Preston, Webb, Barker, Pike, ¢t id
genus omne. And each degree was taken

’out of the category of * side-degrees,” and
became ‘ regular™ only when a sufiicient
number of Masons took hold of it to give
it dignity. What * the great Dickens” said
I is not to the question. (By the way, who
the dickens was that, anyhow? Charles
1 Dickens, the novelist, was not a NMason,
tand never alluded to Masonry except in
! ridicule %)
‘ In England, a fow weeks since, I found
1 the most distimguished Masons of London
1 advocating the Order of St. Lawrcuce. So
| I petitioned ~nd was made a member. I
{ cannot suy that it added much to my stock
1 of Masonic knowledge but it brought me in
1 contact with soine as intelligent 3asons as
| Lever saw. I think verylittle of the ca.
t pitular degrees, knowing su well their
; Instory, but 1 sce Masous of the largest
cupacity enthusiastic vver them, and so I
respect the system. As to the Rite of
Memphis, it makes one smile even to read
the title.

I am not recoxnmending the Order of the
Palm and Shell to your readers. The
choice of degrees is free to all. ButI trust
I am not weak enough to denounce eny
system in which Masons find pleasure and
nnprovement, especially one that I have
not myself reccived. For six years I have
disseomnated the Palm and Shell in Europe,
Canada, and the United States, and not
until some one who has received it passes
unfavorable criticisms upon it shall I think
mysclf under any obligations to retrace
my steps. Ros. Mornis.

To the Editor ¢ff THE CRAFTSMAN.

Dear Sir axp Bro,,—Having heard that
the Brethren of the Graud Lodge of Colon
are trying to induce Masonic editors to write
in their favor, presenting facts in an altered
i manner, I buyg to submit to your good self
| the following remurks:—

Dccember ath, 1559, a Grand Lodgo was
; founded in Santiago de Cuba, under the
i name of Colon, sovereign and indepen-
i dent.  In 1874 said Grand Lodge submitted
; lierseli to the authority of & Suyreme Coun-

cil vz tire Scottish Rite gr. 33° that was con-
stitutel in the same city. The Supreme
i Couacil suppressed the Grand Lodge of
; Colon, assuming all her powers, and she
( conscrted to it, and ordered the Lodges to
; close m theirturn.  The Lodges in Havana
| protested of the fact and tried to revive the
| dead Grand Lodgo with her attributes of
I idependence and sovereignty, but were un-
«ble, and not wishing to lic longer under
| the absoluto and tyrannical power of the
oligarchy of the Supreme Council, founded,
in 1876, Aug. 1st, The Grand Lodge of the
Islanc of Cuba, the territory being unoccu-
pied. Shortly afterwards the oligarchy of
Colon Supremo Council wished to revive
their Grand Lodge that had been dead for



