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Growsng Potatoes on a Commercial Basis
A. C. Parker, Mialg er St. JohWs VaUey Farm and Fruit Land Co., Burton, N.B.

PorNro raising may bc dividd n-ici five sections: Sclciion of fer-
tilizer and secd, sclettion andc pre-

jlar:ntion of the soif, '.an ad mcthlod ai
planting, cultivation n:ad spraying, lime
:and metlaod of harvcsting. Thc latter
point 1 covcrcd ira an article in The Can-
adian Horticulturist Iast fall.

While the potato can be groun wit1a
flair success on a large variety of souls,
stili the ide.il potawo soif is a deep, sandy
or gravcliy banin, with suffacient humus
tii cnsure retention of the necessary sup-
ply of moîsture. Tt is from sech souls
the best o*uality of potatoes are obtain.
cd. The lcast'favorable soif is a hcavy
dlay. wherein the air docs flot circulate
fre.ely. A good clover sod, turned down
ira thé fall, affords a good start for pota-
tates. Any sod land is prefcrable ta old
tilied land.

If AItU.OW 1%; TUE PAU
Afier ploughing sodi land intcnded for

potatoes ina thé ff, it should have a
thorough harroiving. This nids in kiff-.
ing wceds and flso nids ira the decaying
of the old sod. 1-ind barrowed ira the
fail will Ue ira condition to work ira the
spring, sooner than that which wias flot
harrow cd.

In the spring, as soon as the land is
sufficicntly dry to work, it sbould be
tborouizhly h.trro,.cd. This harrowing
sbould hé repeatcd e.vcry four or five
days tantfl plant :ng timne. Ina this wav.y
thé landi wili gel much wvarmcr, and a
large proportion af the ivccds wvill hé
destroyed.

Thé laarrowirag should bc donc iwith
a disk bars 0W, ns any form of a drag
harrow brings Ia îlic surface too much
of the sod. This is undesirablc, as it
interferes vcry ma-tcri.-lly ~vhplanting
aind nftcr-cultavataon.

WnF.N* TO PUS-ÇT
Planting time varies on différent soils

nnd in diffecnt seasons. Unlcss you
airc grolving for tlhe carly mnarket, il is
not -idvi!;nble in plaint 100 early. The
majority of our polato grnwcers plant <o
car>'. If seed and eoil have be--c pro-
perly li.indled, ard thé proper millod of
planting followed, thie potatocs bcl h
up in from six Io ciglat days. Tbcrc is,
of course, danger of delaving 100 late.

In thie Maritimec Provinces probably
the- lbcst timec Io plant is thie la.st ieck ira
Ma>' or thec rlrst week in. June. 0f
cours, <lais varies ina dificent scason.
Iri sorte sca.çons the plânting m-tay b.'
done bcl:er during the finst and -,cond
uwks ina Jian. 1 liave scen latrgie crcps
laairvyccd xvhich ucre planicd the irst
tvml, ina jul>, but <lais is prol»ably toc
bitc, as ina oiily au cxception.il scason
%voald a good t-uuja bc uabîiad by suvla
laie planling.

An% person growing potalocs on a
ctigmiaacr i.l basis shnuld have a potnta
jiliantvr. Tasis a great iabor-saving
machine, as it sows fertir%7er, draps
scti andi covers all al once. Tiacre are
seceral god maakcs of this machine.
The Aspinu~all is, 1 consider, among thc
bcst. Anyonc grotving potatocs on a
commercial basis should not try ta get
on uithoaî anc o ai tese manchines.

Grcat care slaould bc e,\crcised nat ta
plant too decp. A good many .patato
grouers makc this anistakec. Potatoes
slaould bc- plantcd on top ai the graund
with onl% cnough carth over therm ta
retain moisture. Two or three inclies
as sufficient. Some growcers advise
deeper planting. Potatoes wMi yield
better if planted sla:ailov. WVben plantcd
deep it is almost impossible to dig them
with a digging machine.

The care ivith -which cultivatian and
spraving arc donc gries a long way ta-
wards dctcrmining the sizc of the poIta
crop. You cannot rcasonably expcct a
good crop if you do not :horoughly cul-
tivatc. You muast spraiy Io kccp bugs
and raast from detroing the leaves of
the plants.

V5Fà TIIE WERDF.R
As soon as the plants nake ther ap-

pearance through the iground, vie go
over them casicwith a wvecder, and
scratch themn down, ver>' narl>' level.

Two davs Inter wc go caver tbemn again
with the hiorse hoe nild cover them -ip
After threc or four days more this sh.osIcd
!be repcatcd with an ridditionnl ciaiti .mt-
ion. Tfhis kilîs ail wtcds anad aflso ni. .

tfie young plants strong, stout,
stalky.

Ina anothcr wveck ve cult.ivate .,n
laurse hxoc again, witi the hSo spre..1.
little at» the top. This is repeatle mn
anotiier wceek or ten days. If the grou lad
as flot too dry or wecdy or bard, wt do
flot do any more cultivating, but if eierc
of these conditions exist we reJiecaî
again. If land has ben propcrly ~.rk..
cd before planting, the fourilh caalti'.taitn
wvill flot be nèecssary.

List ycar wc sprayed with Bordtnu,.
mixture, wvith a-rsnate for poisoning.
wvith extra good result. We spraved
thrce times, using the regular forma
for bordeaux and Iwo pounds of arsenate
to forty gallons of spray. Thils ron.
trolfcd the bugs completely. and 1 did
flot nlotice the least lit of ioliagc Injury
from it. In my opinion arsenale is .1
long way ahead of paris green for des-
iroying potato bugs. It is almost im-
possiblc to maise potatocs succssfaalhlv
without spraying for rust. Rtist is ai.
most as bati n scourgc on potatocs as
thé bugs. Rust can bc successfully con-
trcalied by the use of! bardeaux mnixture.
In some- scasons it lI bc necessa.ru Io
spray six to ten times to controi it,*but
cuen at ten times, it will pay you for
your trouble.

Celery for the Home Garden
George Baldwin, Toroanto, Ont

Prcp-,re your trerch in the following
ni.-rnncr: Mark off yoxar ground six icet
wide b' tlhe length rcquircd tci take care
ai the quantity you intend planting. Dig
this out ta the deptht af cight inches,
throw'ing the enrth equally on ecd side.
Fi <bis cigbî inchcs up with good rotten
ninure and dig it ira thoroughly and
dccply. To insurc its bcing thoroughly
incorpora!cd ivuth the s6l tramp ail over
it and then dig il Up again. Then level
and rake it ove-, aifter wlaich mark off
with a string, the thrce rowts, which
sbould hé ciglilcea inché-s from ench
b-.nl,, and cighteen inches bctwccn the
rows. The rvs should rm north and
%nuth. Nc-xt gel yatar planrts which
shnaald now bc about cight iraches long,
tbat is, four inches ai tops and four
iraches of roots; take the shcars and clip
off about anc-hall inch of fluage and
onc-half inch of roots, and tien plant
ei.gbt inches apnrt ira the ravs. fle sure
ihcra plaratingz thnt yau do flot bave. the

roots turaiing upwards. Dibble your boles
big cnaugh Io allow the roots ao go downW
ira their natural position, and a-bove ai
prcss thé cairti very firnily .,rourad the
roots. Givýe a good .çupply af water and

sh.ide for a day or two witb boards or
pnper.

You cara get the plants ai the lhree
v'arieties; nantioncd from scedsmen, but
do not lenve it too Tate ina ordering. lou
bail better ardcr airl>' tban viait tantil thec
twcenty-fourth ai Mny.

GROW SOIE RADTSHU
Along cd side ai your trercb, yoz

bave a bill running tlie wbole lengla
probably a foot higb. I.evcl this off on
top ta about cight inches wide and soir
radishtes, vihich wiii mature long befort
yoîa need the soit for carthinir up pur.
poses, ina fact I get twe crops 0*f radishes
off these hilis.

MMTLATI0O!
From this out (your rows being 'ide&

enovgb) run your bac througit anc day,
and viater thé ncxt day. Talce of u
nou'le and bald thc base dow6n close anad
givec a liber.il sirpply of water. Once à
ueec give t'C rows t w-itcringz 'atl
liqîaid mavure. B>' the end ai Juu "M
wili haiî- son-e telrv lit Io pull. -Ni
thc iccond week cf July sîart tbe a:ia
aap operatioras by drawing from thlae bus
on either side and putting about fo«
iraches ai cawtb around the stalks. 1)
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