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On the death of the late Rev. A. S. Hunt, Superintendent of
Education for Nova Scotia, considerable anxiety was felt by the
friends of education in that Province concerning the selection of
his successor. And rightly so, for there are few offices within the
gift of the Provincial Governments of such importance as this,
inasmuch as the incumbent bas practically charge of the education
of the people, his policy beiug, as & matter of course, adopted by
the authorities and enforced by his large stafl of inspectors and
teachers throughout the country. When it was first rumoured
that the President of Mount Allison Wesleyan College, Sackville,
had been offered the appoint-
ment, the anxiety was changed
to hope that he would acccpt,
and the official announcement
of his induction to the effice
was hailed with a chorus of
congratulations. 1t was uni.
versally felt that the Govern-
ment had made a wise choice,
and had selected a gentleman
capable of maraging the edu-
cational affairs of the Province
with zeal and ability. The
secular and religious vapers
were for once unanimous in
their approval, and President
Allison entered upon his duties
with welcomes from all quar-
ters.

The new Superintendent is
just forty-one years old, hav-
ing been born in 1886, at New-
port, Hants County, N. S. He
received his early education at
the grammar school in bhis
native villuge and proceeded
thence to Dalbousio College,
at that time, 1852, conduoted
as a Provincial Academy.
From Dalhounsie he went to
the Wesleyan Academy at
Sackville, N. B., to which he
was to return in later years as President of the College and other
institutions of education. daving tbas prepared himself for col-
lege, he followed the Aris’ course at the Wesleyan University,
Middleton, U. 8., taking his degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1859,
snd of Master of Artsin 1862. His caveer at.the University at-
tracted the nttention. of the Backville authorities, who appointed
him, in 18080, Professor of Classics in the Academy, and two years
later presented him to the classical chair in the College, a position
he held for seven years, discharging its duties s> efficiently, and
proving himself o able a teacher, that he was elected to the Presi-
dency of the College in 1869. Victoria University, Cobourg, Ont.,
conferred upon him in 3874 the degres of Doctor of Laws, and
when the appointments to the{Senate of the University of Halifax
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wert; made, he was chosen one «f the twenty-four original Fellows.
In the Senato he had a further opportunity of showing his powers,
and he proved himself a hard worker in this new spnere of useful-
ness.

President Allison will find abundant cmployment for his admin-
istrative talents and varied achievements in the Eduecation Office.
As Secretary ex-officiv and momber ofthe Council of Public Instrue-
tion he will have to act as the Government's adviser in matters
educational, ‘he duty being the more responsible that. in view of
"the constitution of the Council, it is possible there may, for a series
of years, not be a single educationist, as the Council of Public
Instruction is simply the Executive Council of the Province under
another name.

It may be of interest here
briefly to sketch the education-
al system of Nova Scotia as it
now exists. The Council of
Public Instruction is the head
of the executive and has the
appointmeont of inspectors up-
on the recommendation of the
Superintendent, the regulation
of the expenditure of school
grants, of the location, con-
struction and control of county
academies, and the appoint-
ment of the four Provincial
examiners. The Superintend-
ent has to supervise the
inspectors, to imspect the
academies, to hold teachers’
meetings, to report on the
qualifications of teachers and
on the management of schools,
and to see generally that the
law is properly carried out.
Next to him come the inspeo-
tors of schools, one for each
county ; their principal duty
being to act as clerkg to the
boards of commissioners, and
to inspeot, twice a year, every
school and academy in their
. — county. They report to the
Supermtendent. Each school district may have aboard of commis-
sioners, appointed by the Council, and each school section has a
board of trustees, composed of three members elected by ratepayers.
The duties of trustees are, summarily, to provide school privileges,
free of sharge, to all residents of five years of age and apwards who
wish to attend ; to employ licenged tcachers for not less than five
months in the year, or, if the section is poor, not less than three
months; to visit the sohool four times a year and be present when
it is inspected, and to report annually. The teachers are required
to pass an examination in wriling, the examination being more or
less severe according to the grade of cerlificate sought to be attain-
ed. The highest grade is the A or Academic license ; followed by
B\ first-class; then O, D, and E, the lowest. There is need of.



