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Era1y,—The regular semi-annual meeting of this Association was held
in the Coll, Inst., St. Thomas,on 23rd and 24th Feb, After routine
business on Thursday, the Rov, Prof, Austin of Alma College, gavo an
address on ¢ The Bible as a Toxt.book.” The Rov, gentleman showed
forth the many uscs to which it could be applicd as a book for this world
a3 well as the next. Ho snaintained that many of its ges wero
unsurpassed by profane literature, for truc };ootry and sublimity, while
in a three.fold system of Education it would be the means of trainin
the intellectual as well ns tho moral facultics. After o voto o
thanke to W. Austin, Miss Paler took up the subject of Geometry to
beginners, She very skilfully illustrated how she would draw forth
tho principal definitiors fromn the pupils. N, W, Ford followed with
some very prognant retaarks on tho Teaching of History., At the even-
ing scssion held in St. George Street Church, addresses were given b
the most prominent speakers of the city, together with readings, vocal,
sud instrumental music by local celebrities.” The Rev, Mr. Sutherland,
on behalf of tho Ministerial Association, read a paper treating on the
topics of swearing, smoking, and drinking. Swearing, hesaid, was very
prevalent i ihe Iand. It was an insult to intelligent men, and an ap-
ology should be offered by every man who swore in the presonce of a
Christian, Indulgence in strong drink was the banc of the country, and
teachers could not too vividly impresa on the minds of their pupils the
evil effects caused b{ its use. p}lo recommended several largo books
Which children should read; teachors should perform oxperiments beforo
their classes, showing how alcohol ismade. Tobacco wasanother articlo
in general use, and 1t was lamentable that members of the weaker sex
were becoming addicted to smoking. Tobacco has been called by somne
old smokers their silent friend. It was bad in itself but it operied up
the way to further evils. He said teachers had one thing in common
with the rest of mankind—the common drudgery of life. Alter all,
there was poetry inthodrudyery of life, if one’s heart was in one’s work.
Longfellow’s village blacksmith worked away ** toiling, rojoicing, sorrow-
ing.” There was inspiration for the teacher in the consciousness ofa
duty done; inspiration in the consciousness of devcloping powers of
mind; inspiration in considering the resultsof their labors on the future
welfare of the world; inspiration imr considering tho largo stores of grati-
tude coming to him from the future time. Beautiful picsures of imagi-
nation rise up before him as he glances at his pupile. These are the
future inothers of the land; these the statesmen, warriors, poets and
scholars into whose hands must fall the sceptres now wielded by the
great and good of thoworld, You %nt:hermaton'al from different lands
and different nations; gather the richuess of the poets and philosophers
from the ages; richness from the scienco of our day to prepare youth for
the future and launch them on the sca of life. ~The llev. Gentleman
closed his eloquent and able adidress amidst hearty applause. Principal
Millar gave a short discourse on **The relation of our school system to
Christanity.” This question was causing a good deal of discussion in
the secular and religious press, He laid 1% down as a fact that Christ-
ianity was good for the people at large, and thercfore it followed that it
was good for the teacher. Our public school system was a compromise
onthe partof thestate. It wasthedutyof parents tobringnp theirchildren
in the principles of Christianity, and they: should not surrender their
children into the hands of any teacher until they knew their views would
be carried out. The question is often asked, shovld Christianity be
taught in our schools? ~ Should our public men act in accordance with
religious principles?” Should you answer the latter question in the
affiroative, the answer to the firat is not fartoseek, It is said by some
that our acliools shi .1d have nothing to do with religion. In one sense
they have, and they have not. Every teacher gives a bias to the minds
of his pupils, either fo; or against Christianity— if against, no Christian
parent can allow his childrenunderhis care. gur schoolsare not veligions
schools but thoy are the schools of a Chriatian people, and their views
should be carried out. Should teachers be members of s Christian
church? Not necessarily, but their nfluence should bein favor of
Christianity. He wasnotin favor of formal religious teaching in schools.
This was the view held by the late Dr. Ryerson, to whom the country
was tly indebted for its excellent school system. The achools should
open 1n the mornings by reading from the seriptures, and as a recogni-
tion of Christianity this was enough, as far as formality was concerned,
The teacher’s life 1s the main thing in wielding an influence in favor of
religion. Itis better than preceYBts. The religious press was agitating
in favor of denominational schools. If our university and schools were
what they should be, there need he no change. Thero is a marked in-
consistency in the arguments used in this connection. It migbt be laid
down as sound doctrine that what was right for a Citizen was right fora
Christian. It is said that Christians should not interfere in elections—
that if they did th?iy would get morally soileéd, This was erroneous, and
if acted upon would be detrimental to the interests of tho nation. Good
men should take an interest in elections, and see that good men are
elected to pnblic positions: How can a Citizen vote for a man wuo is
in favor of a National University, anl at the same time as a Christian
doall he can to kill it? If it is worthy of our support we should not
try to weaken it. Some say we should have religious schools, where
those who prefer could send their children. Me was anxious, as all
should be to advance religion and education, and thought the public
schools were and ought to be of that character- which entitled them to

the support and patronago of all classes of Citizens. If ho thought the
National University was not conducted in tho interoats of Christianity he
would pull it down. Our Roman Catholic Citizens have as much right
as any other class of Citizens to have their svishes acceded to on this

uestion, They wanted theschools under the church, but their views were
objected to by tho Protestants who wanted the schools under tho State,
and the soparate school system was not established until after a severe
struggle. Many Protestants wore inconsistent in this matter, and the
Catholics could” trutbfully tell thoso who patronized donominational
schools, that their arguments did not coincide with their practices.
Tius question was before the public and all teachers should give it their
consideration.  (Applause).  Mr A. F. Butler, County Inspector, gave
the next address. Some men had aflicmed thet he (Mr. B.) was a crank
on two questions, viz: the Kindergarten system and poctry, There
was Poetry ever where,  You could find it in the shop, in the field and
in all avocations of ife. He would give somne comments on Longfellow's
* Psalin of Life.” He r.aked who were the *“ heroes in thestrife” and drew
a picture of Prince Napoleon dying in Zululand and contrasted Jennie
Carroll, tho actress, giving up her engngements to attend at tho bedside
of o divoreed hushand, deserted by every other [riend, who was a total
wreck and dying, She was not only an actress but a heroine, ‘‘Sublime”
was & great words but dow’t mustake its meaning. Honest labor is
sublime, no matter what department of industry is considered-~the forge,
the carpenter’s bench, or tgg ficld with its golden sheaves. Teaching is
the sublimest of all occupations, It was not right to rob the mountain
oats of herdsmen to make poor shepherds of men.  Every man should
ollow that occupation for which he is hest adapted.  Tho press was a
mighty power, and manufactured public sentiment. The vecognition of
women was in accordanco with the sentiments of Ipoetry. Mr. Batler's
address was interspersed with quotations from celebrated poets 3 and as
aresums of anaddress of thiskind does not do justice to the speaker, but
a faint idea can be had of the rich treat enjoyed by those who are cul-
tured in the ** Divine Art,” and heard tho discourse lnst evening on the
“Paalm of Life.” On Friday morning the law regarding Teacher’s
Certificates and County Boards was handled by Mre. D. McLean
of Cunan, who treated the subject of Cramming in Public Schools
in a masterly manner; he attributed tho growth of this evil to
threc causes: lst. "Lhe pressure of Examinations; 20d. The
excess of Home-work ; 3rd. Frequent change of Teachers, His remarks
on Exanunatione called forth a lively discussion on tho subject of County
Promotion Examinations; vhe majority of thoso who expressed their
views, thought that the uniformity ete. aimed ut by these examinations
was more than counter-balanced by the ovils resulting from them. M.
Dance of Fingal, in his well-written paper on Arithmetic, denounced
our system of weights and measures as a great hindrance to progress in
that subject. e advocated the introduction of the Deciinal systewn.
Mr. Clay dealt with the subject of Reading Books in Public Schools ;
he pointed ount defects in the series now in nse, and also features which
should he possested by the coming series.  He moved, seconded by J.
. Cook, that a committee of three teachers be appointed in each town-
ship of tho County, whose duty it shall be to call a meeting of teachers
aud others, in such township, for the purpose of expressing their views
as to the merits of tho different scrics of readers now placed before the
Minister for authorization. Tho afternoon session was opened by Mire
Watts takivg up the subject of Drawing for Junior Classes. She main.
tained that hesides heing a source of cmnployment and amusement the
subject had a strong educative influence.  Mr. Leitch explained some
of the principal difficultics in Book-keeping, after which the Question
Drawer was opened and many interesting points discussed by members
of the Cowmittee. A resolution embodying our respect for the memory
of the late Dr. Ryerson and sympathy for the bereaved family was
passed, as also a resolution in reply to an address from the Ministerial
Association of the city, inviting our aid in the suppression of Intem-
perance and the use of Profane age. The folfowin officers were
elected for the present year :—President, D. W. Danco; Vice-President,
N. W. Ford: Rec. Sec., H. McDonald; Cor. Sec., A. F. Butler;
Treasurer and Librarian, J. Cook.

Havrox.—Halton Co. Assoc. met at Palermo,on Feb. 23rd, 24th 25th,
Mecting called to order, when Mr. Bonny led in prayer. Minutes and
correspondence read by the Secretary, and on motion were approved.
The President, Mr. R. Little, made some practical remarks in refererice
to institute work, and afterwards alluded to the death of the late Dr.
Ryerson, late chief superintendent of education, in such & manner as to
prove the high estimation in which he held the venerable gentfeman.
On motion & committee was appointed to prepare and submit to this
association a resolution of congolenco concemini the demise of the late
Dr. Ryerson. Librarian’s Report.—Showing that at present we have
165 books, as per catalogue; also 72 books presented by the Minister of
Education, making in all 237 volumes. Books are in good conditiog,
Two hundred and two books have been.taken out. The closifieation
of 165 volumes is as follows : Professional and books of refereice, the
latter embracing English, Science, Mathematics, Primers, Drawing, and
Object Lessons. It is hoped thét a greater interest will he taken in the
Library by the teachers of the county. The President spoke
in favor of teachers using the Library; said we were apttq
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