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Mr. AL J. Wilkes, of Brantford, wishes to establish a scholarship
to be competed for by puptls passing from the Central School to
the Collesiate lustitute,

The Belleville teachers would rather be allowed  to keep pupils
in after hours as o punishment. . When hept within reasonable
Iimits it i3 probably as vifevine and as bittle open to ubjeetion as
any other penalty.

A huzhly suceessful teachers institute was hedd at Stratford to-
wards the close of May., Over o hundred teachers were present
and the proceedings were vaned and anstructive. Dr. McLellan
gave a prelection on Arithmetie and Alecbra, and Prof. Bell o
series of rendings.

The commencement procecdings of Victonia University were more
than usually varicd and interesting thig year.  This now veteran
mstitution seenis to acquire new vtahty with the lapse of years,
and 13 doing in its own choson hue avast amon t of good to the
causo of education.

The Meaford Schoal Board and the head master of the school
coneur m the opiman that the giviug of prizes 1 schouls should be
condemned, but that the Educational Depository shonld be con-
tinued 1 the public interest. The question i both its brunches
is well worthy the attention of teachers and  trustees, seeing that
the fate of the Depository will be decided neat sesston of the
Legislature.

The Supermtendent of Education i the State of Penusylvama
has extended a cordial imvitation to the teachers of Ontario to be
present at the meeting of the State Teachers” Association, wineh
assembles at Erie, Pu, on the Tth of August, Mr. Wickersham,
the Superintendent, is well kaown to many of vur teachers through
the medinm of his educational publieations, and to some of than
through the medim of the Contenmiad Ealntation.

Twu zirls, one from St. Cathannes Collegiate Institute, and one
from MHamilten Cuollegiate lnstitunte, have applied this year for
permission to pass the Junior Matriculation Examination in ‘Toron-
to Umiversity. These are the first appl o tions ever sent in by fe-
wale esndidates, and therefore, other than mon davalrous feebigs
will make every frivr d «f education hope that they may be nghly
successint.  There is of course no legal obstacie to thewr ad-
nnssion as under graduates of the University, but this docs not
imply the right to attend lecturos in University Cullege.

The following resolutions were pased unan nasly at the May
meetivry of the Ottawa teachers’ associntien 1) That Normal
Schools shenld cantimne, 18 at present, to impere scholarship to
their students, as the falhing off e the supply «f teachers does not
depend so tch on inability to teach as upon lack of scholarship
on the part of the candidates. 2 That the interests of education
would be matenally beuctitted of trustee clections in cities and
towns ook place at the same time, and were conducted m the
same wanner as municipal elections. (8 That as the efficiency and
clevation of our educational system depends most on those actually
engaged i teaching. any amendinent in the law rendering the
positien of the teacher more permanent and independent waould be
beneficial to the cavse of education.

The question of legality of union schoul sections created since
the passing of the Act of 1874, is oue of great practical importance.
On this pont a recent memurandum of the Mmnister of Education
will pre.ve both instructive and interesting to all who are ylaced in
d-fientties 1 the matter. The following 1s the memorandum,
whick sufliciently explains itscléa—Mr. Buall, Q. C., Counsel in the
case of Halpin rs. Calder reported. 26 Coaumnon Pleas, p. 501, sub-
mts for my considerntion the yuesti i, how far the result of thissuit
has been atfected by the amendments to the School Law passed dur-
ing st sessron, and the wtention of auch enactmment.  In March,
1876, 1 found. upon referenco to the Public School Act of
1874, that no provigien of law existed for the fermation of unions
betwen portions of the township municipalities, but such provi-
sion had cxisted previously, and that this was n cusus vmissus, or
alip which had occured in the consolidation, which would aceard-
ingly require amendment from the Legislature at its next session.
1 s0 advised several public schuol Inspectors when they applied for
information on this pomnt ; and the judgment subsequently pro-
nounced by the Court of Common Ileas in Halpin vs. Calder,
confinned these views. When present at Ingersoll, last autumn,
tho solicitor for the defendant hrought his position tomy attention,
and they subsequently sent me a dranght clause of an amendment
which, as they contended, shonid be passed to meot this defectin
the law. I rcfused to express any opinion on the point, but
brought all the propused new clauses as to union scctions before
the Government for discussion before the Act was introduced.

These were all framed by me, to meet practical diftienlties which
had been bronght to my attentiom in connection with this case and
others, and sub-section 4 of section 11 vhich confirms existing
unions as between portiony of difievent municipalities was the de-
fimte conclusion of the Government ; and in the Legislative As-
senibly in Committee of the whole, this was extended on the sug-
westion of Mr, Meredith, M PP, to unions within the same muni-
apality.  The clear intention of this amendment is to protect
school trustees or others who had acted in good faith from being
further harrassed through a view of the Inw which would have
been eorrect had it not been for the fault of tho Legislatuvre itself,
in inadvertently omitting by apt words to continue the law as it
wis.  As to whether the facts in this cuse bring the alleged union
within the confirmation provided by the 4th sub-section I have
un 2uthoriey to decide, but it wonld seem clear that further pro-
ceedings may be stayed in the suit of Halpin rs. Calder, on the
terms mentioned in this sub-section.
(Signed) Apast CROOKS,
Miuster of Edweation,
Eduneation Department, (Ontario,)
Toronto, 19th April, 1877.

From a circalar recently iesued by the Department of Education
inspectors, exanuners, and teachers will learn the manuer in which
the approaching teachers’ examinations are to be conducted, and
the conditivas under which certificates will be grauted. The ex-
amination of eandidates for first-class certificatea will comnenceon
Tuesday, July 10, at mne in the morning ; for second-class certiti-
cates, on Monday, July 9, at two m the afternoon ; and for third-
class certiticates on Monday, July 16, at two.  All first-class can-
didates will be examined in the Provincial Normal School build-
wes at Toronto and Ottawa. Seeond-class teachers will be
examined in their respective counties, but their papers, instead o1
being read as heretofore by the County Examiners, will be trans-
mitted to the Departinent at Toronte to bo read by the Clentral
Committee. The papers of third-class candidates will be read and
ceruficates granted by the County Boards.  Candidates for second-
class certificates and for the intermediate Hych Schonl Examina-
tien will be examined on the sarr  »apers and at the same hours
on English Literature, English Grammar and Etymology, Geo-
araphy, Dictation, Arithmetic, History, Algebra, DBook-keeping,
Natural Philusophy, Euclid, English Compousition, and Chemisatry.
Additional papers will be prepared for second-class candidates on
Botany and Physiology, Music, Drawing, and Education and
School Law, but an option is allowed between tho English Litera-
ture of the intermediate and the. Botany and Phvsivlogy of the
sccond-class examination. In those subjects on which the papers
are the same a higher standard is prescnibed for second-class than
for intermediate candidates. The following are tho principal con-
ditions on which certificates will he awarded under the new Act
and Regulations :—Candidates for third-class certificates must fur-
vish aatisfactory proof of temperate habits and good moral charac-
ter. Beforo obtamning a third-class certificate, a candidate who
succeeds in passing the examination in July must attend for one
session at one of the County Model Schonls to be established, and
must pass & satisfactory exaunnation at the close of such session.
And if a female, must bo sixteen years of age, and if a male. must
be eighteen years of age. Third-class certificates are valid only in
the county where given, and for three years only, and are not re-
newable except on the recommendation ¢f the County Inspector,
subject tu the regulations of the Department ; but’a teacher hold-
ing a third-class certificate may be eligible in less than three years
for examination for a second-class certificate, on the special recom-
mendation of the County Inspector. As cases may arise where
third-class teachers are unable to qualify themselves for passing
the exammation preseribed for second-class certificates, and as,
nevertheless, it is desirable in some such cases that ths teachors
who are in this pasition should not be excladed from the proles-
sion, the Minister may, on the recemmendation of the County In-
spector, allew a third-class teacher of experience and proved teach-
ing ability to teach permanently, or for any specified length of
time on a third-class certificate within the county for which the
certifieate has been granted.  But each such case must he specially
reported on by the Inspector, who shall state fully the grounds
which, in his opinion, warrant the departure from the ordinary
rule. Candidates from the Narmal Schools are eligible for exami-
nation for sccond-class certificates as provided by the seventh regu-
lation. Other candidates for second-class (Provincial) certificates
must furnish satisfactory proof of temperate habits and good moral
character, and of having successfully taught in a school threq



