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year, the mine being only partially equipped, for the
final run they cleaned up $31,875 for work carried on
tor 29 days of 24 hours each. This year. after having
washed away the debris which fell from the capping aud
the frozen mass of slide material which always accumu-
lates in hydraulic mines during the winter season, they
are now piping on pay gravel. When this mine is
thoroughly opened, which will probably not be before
1899, I think it will turn out a million a year. This
long waiting is the worst feature of hydraulic mining,
but, on the other hand, no industry is so sure of return-
ing its 10 to 500 per cent. when work on pay gravel
commences under conditions by which the full develop-
ment of the mine may have been reached. Following
the South Fork of the Quesnelle, we next arrive at the
ground belonging to the Victoria Consol’dated Com-
pany, which I hope will prove equally as rich as that
belonging to the Cariboo Company, whose property it
adjoins. Beyond this we have the Quesnelle Forks
Mining Syndicate’s ground, which is situated at the
old junction of the North and South Forks, some short
distance from the present junction. On the other side
of the South Fork we have the claims of the North
Fork Canal and Hydraulic Mining Company (almost
directly opposite the ground belonging to the Quesnelle
Forks Hydraulic Mining Syndicate) as well as the Rose
Gulch and two or three other properties which, I have
no doubt, with better appliances Fhan those now in use,
and with greater capital for working expenses than the
present owners possess, will some day prove exceedingly
profitable. .

Setting out from Quesnelle Forks and proceeding
up the North Fork we reach, first of all, leaving
out of consideration bench and bar diggings, Kangaroo
Creek. This creek, as far as surface diggings are con-
cerned, has proved very rich, and, in addition to a long
tunnel which has been driven to strike the old channel,
there is also a shaft which has been sunk some 4o feet
below the level of the present river. Just as the wminers,
all honor to them for their pluck, had penetrated the
“blue clay’” and struck pay gravel the water came in on
them, and, as their resources were limited, active work
was for a time discontinued They, however, have
proved an exceedingly interesting geological fact, viz.:
that there is an ancient channel far below the present
water system. This fact, in addltl’Oll to the knowledge
gained from the Cariboo Company s ground, proves that
there are at least two old channel systems, one above
and one below the present river. Proceeding up river
we strike, first of all, Grey and Company’s property.
Here an attempt is being made t0 divert the course of
the stream and apparently guccess will .be atttained,
This river in innumerable places has (unlike the main
Quesnelle, the current of which is too swift, as a gen-
eral rule, fo: this purpose) been wing dammed, so that
I do not see how, provided the river can be diverted, a
rich reward will not be reaped bY the shareholders.
Almost adjoining this property is that belonging to the
Fishback Hydraulic Gold Mining Company, Limited,
consisting of about 830 acres of what is apparently, or I
should say certainly, an old channel of the North Fork.
Prospects frorp the surface of this mine say, for 20 feet
down, contain much more gold than the surface of
even the far famed Cariboo. What may be the amount
realized at the lov\"er levels can only be left to the im-
agination, suffice it to say that at the outlet many and
many a thousand dollars were taken from the gravel in
the old days by the rocker. Beyond this property is
that belonging to the Consolidated Victoria Hydraulic
Mining Company, which company also owns the ground
adjoining the famed Cariboo, mention of which I have
already made. Proceeding northwards we pass various
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streams, all more or less gold bearing, until w¢ ::;ay-‘
the Cariboo Lake, into which Keithley Creek, P& g
one of the richest creeks in this district, empti€s; B“lif
turning to the left bank we fina the following hyd‘aniibi
claims situated on or near Black Bear and 5 o
Creeks, viz.: the Moore Company, Black Bearm .
pany, Toms and J. Mather. Farther down stre? Foft
find a large number of claims held by the Nort
Canal & Hydraulic Mining Company, which ar¢ oo’
opposite to those owned by the Fishback Com}i)l W«
Various claims are also held by small owners u_rl'trs ¢
reach the junction of the North and South rive
Quesnelle Forks. i

From the Forks down stream the first mine of 8% it
portance, although many acres of the bench 1an 3 o8
been staked out, is that belonging to the Mat ideﬂf
draulic Mining Company, Limited. As T am pre ol
and managing director of this company, I can? w"u
anyvthing against it or for it. So much, however’ all 1
say, that we have eight locations amounting ulf 9
think, to about Soo acres with a water right ° evd’l
inches, which latter can, by construction of Si‘tw“‘
dams, be brought on to the company’s property Ockto
building even a single mile of ditch. From nm 4
rim-rock of this channel the distance is ab‘?ut abo"‘
feet : this measurement being taken at a Pomt e 5?&
300 feet below the surface. My opinion is that is s
channel on which the Cariboo Company’s groun. B
uated was joined by another old channel (“'}.uct s’
parallel to the present North Fork) at some poit g |
short distance east of the Maud property. s #
knowledge gained from the formation of the cou? of e ‘
well as fron tests of the fineness and characté! 2 the |
gold from this property compared with those .roe i
old channels to the castward I am led to beli€" 78
this company owns the main ancient chanf® ; s’
property can at the same time be both hydrauhceatioﬂz
drifted. Proceeding down stream we pass the lo¢ o
of the More Head Creek Syndicate, on which noto o
development work has yet been done. Furthe! ater o
come to the grounds of the 20 Mile Creek S}’“dlcoge"i
which development work has been carried ot {Or t0 &
two years. I might mention that from this Polntitﬂlist
Forks 20 miles of the river have been leased by €2 reﬁene
who intend to place dredgers at work during the%m".i],
season. If they can make a tithe of whaton¢ ma 25 51{
last season they will make gold almost as cheap "t
ver. This man waded into the river until ¢ ee ffoﬂr
was near the top of his gum boots and took gra¥ iﬂfo,s
the bottom, which he carried ashore and washe®’ well;
days cleaning up six ounces. This property: 2 sy |
the Fishback, is now being transferred to a largeum-" s
cate which is on the eve of expending 1a18¢ "of ¥
money in equipping their mines. The whole afld {
river has been taken up for dredgin: purpOSe; F’d
present two plants are in operation, viz. :
bucket dredge and the ordinary dredge under b W
direction of Colonel Underwood. Various ru% !
been afloat as to the amount of gold taken out ,tbeg
amounts named seem toe high to be true. .
Mile Creek is the ground owned by the MOT’treasgl“rg;
C. Prospecting & Mining Ce., which probably has oy Y,
er area of mining property than any other com;;opﬁ’
B.C. From what I can gather, systematic devefthep‘tz
work has been carried on and the result of tests ge ;no':,(
gravel have been extremely satisfactory. At "0 4
of the Beaver River is the property belOﬂgm%ixﬂ‘ /
Beavermouth Hydraulic Mining Company’ 1ish s{:h
which I believe has lately been sold to an ngo be - |
dicate. From what I hear the deposit seem? (t:om
same as that in the ground of the Montreal eil#l
Beyond this again we find the French Compaty
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