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THS CANADIAN AGRICULTURIST.

1 am sure atl ol you wil} agiee wita me when
I say that no Agricultural Suciety can be com-
plete until it hasa Farmers’ Club in connection
with i, Scotland owes her present high position
in Agricultural matters, to her Agriculimal Su-
cieties and Farmers’ Clubs, and the first Far
mers’ Club that perbaps the world ever saw was
establisbed in that country more tnan a hundied
years ago.

It is almost needless for me to say that the pro-
per cultivation of our farms is much neglected,
our system is simple and limited ip the extreme,
we plough ow suiface, sow our seed, and such
a crop us nalure gives us we contentedly reap,
while it cannot be said that more is done than
merely to take advantaze of the natural fertility
of our soil. It is true that some of us have cer-
tain maxims as to the weather and seasous, cer-
tain times of the Moon for suwing our I'<as, and
for killing our hogs, and many other such feolish
notions. But how many of us, have but little
idea f the value of manure, and the rotation of
crops, lor we often see manuwie lying on our field
for a whole winter unploughed iu, we often sce
wheat sown ulter wheat, vats after oats, and
pease after pease, and the farmer, instead af pro-
curing at whatevet cost the seed most suitable for
any particolar field, just sowing the kind he can
get the easiest or the kind he has most of.

On looking over an Agricultural Yook a few
evenings ago, I could A not help coutiasting
the system pursued by many of us to that pur-
sued in Scot.and more thana bundred years ago.
In that country a farmer who farmed 100 zcres
of land mostly kept the whole of it in some kind
of cultivation, at all events, what he tilled had
been tilled for years, and what was in grass had
been so long in gi1ass that to mow it was next to
an impossib lity ; he had no pasture for his cows
and calile, but they weie -entto the neighbour-
ing moors, with gome ragged urchin t keep
them out of their fields. Their summer fallow-
ing was scratching over a piece ot laud twice or
threz times during a snmmer with a pair of light
horses altogether uufit for their work, and those
ploughings or scratchings weie su few and far
between, that a crop of weeds aud thisiles had

“time perhaps to come to maturity.  Well what
was the consequensce of such a state of things ?
It was just this, that the land did not bring § of
a crop, the eattle were stauved, the horses were
unfit for their work, the farmer could w0t pay his
rent, he had not a dollar 1o pay 1o an Agncultural
Society, nor a half doilar to pay foran Agviculral
Buok. Now does not that lovk pretty much hkeour
system here ? 1If our cattle have no moors they
have woodsto run in, causing a great less
mauure, here many ol us keep ploughing and
ploughing the same fields year after year, where-
as il we would only seed those fields down and
plough our old meadows, our crops of hay and
grain wonld both be doubled, many of us alsv
scratch our land instead of ploughiug 't, and 1
have ofter. seen our summer fallows with sucy
crops of thistles and weeds on them that they
actually looked as if they had been culiivated.
Look at our catile, every year we see lhem starv-
ing and shivering round barns or { ences, without

any shelter. and if’ we have a dollar to pay to ¢
Agriculiuras Seciety we have to thank our fiui
ful ~0i] more than ~ any scienufic principle »
have ever introduced to incraase its natural pr
ductiveress.

It is obvious then that something is wantin
to improve this state of affuirs, and itisof th
utmost importance N0w, as Tespects our prese
pusition, and future progress, that we ought t
kuow more of Agiiculiwmal science than we &
It is of importance also that we ovehtto kuoy
more of the breeds and forms of dhifferent am
mals and the characteristic qualities of each, th
duferent modes of leeding und reanmg then,
economical advantages of euch, the most ap
proved sotation of crops, the diflerent machine
for abridging labour, and how 1o apply Mechani
cal power 1o the greatest advantage, and how i
that to be elfected—why just by our Farmers
Clubs where we can mee. and discuss such mat
ters, and hring such knowledge from books an
practical experience as will tend to impiove u
in our Agriculture

Clubs or Societies snch as this, may be said e
put each member m possession of the knowledgs
of all the 1est, aud to those who have no taste
{o1 reading they nust prove useful in  the ex
treme ; we have resomces amougst us we kuow
not of, and resources uunknown is mouney iost.

Loolk what has been etfected ju Scotland, look
now on that farm which 100 yews ago bad ne
thing on it bt poor crops, puor cattle poor horses,
poor tenant and poor fandiord, lock at 1t now and
what do we find? arich tenact paying pernaps
£400 a year rent, a rich landlond encomaging i

Venant, and that same fam winch lormerly could

keep nothing but staiving stuck, fends uow hon-
dreds of pounds worth of fat caule every year lo
market; on half the Jand or on 50 acres the far-
mer ucw raises double v hat was formerly raised
on the whole 100, while on the other 50 be raises
nearly 600 tons of turnips and hay to be convert-
ed not only into beefl but into manure als0, and
so highly do they value manure theie that it is
cousidered that 1t alone pays for all the Liouble
and cxpense, and that they bave the beel for
nothing. Let us look nearer home, let us look
what has teen effected in the neivhbourhood of
Cobourg, on the same farms where the people
who formerly owned them starved aund got it
debt, we now find tenaut farmers paying a heavy
rent and getiing rich.

1 have no doutit that in making these remarks
on our system of Agricufture, that many of you
have perhaps thought thar I was alluding tosume
of you, but I can assnre you that such s not the
case, I have seen and can see enongh of bad.
farming on my own farm without bringing vp
before you anvthing I have seen wrong in the
management of yours; my cows have run inthe
woods, I have had  manure lying all winterin
heaps on the field. Tonce sowed wieat afiei
wheat, and I have commitied the most egregions
folly of summer fallowing a fine clean piece of
sod land, one of the most foolish systems that
ever farmers adopted. I also on wmy summer
fallows have seen weeds and thistles larse
enoughto hide a house. I also have had caille



