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ections of mankind, is very remark-
able. Inall free countries, }ike Great
Britain and North America, where
the press js not under despotic con-
troul, it is a mighty engine either for
goed or for cvil ;—if the government
of the country does not give public
satisfaction, the prese will envy it, so
to speak, out of being,,and another
into its place; and nof only so, but
leads the public voice to bolieve it is
right in so0 doing.

And it is more to the free, moral
and intellectunl presg of these coun-
tries that we look for a change in the
systems and movements of other
couniries, and the clevation of their
inhabitants, from moral, social and
intelleciual slavery,— than to all the
standing armies and navies of the
world.

And the iaterchange of mind with
mind, not only of iLe same community
but of far ard distant lands, and the
rapidity with which that interchange
is cffected—Dby the agency of steam,
empluyed both on sea and land, ca-
rying, besides tons of printed matter,
asillinons of letters per week, to Jistant
countries ; and that distance anihila-
tor, eleciricity, is the agent of the
greate-t of all the wenders of the age,
—ihe Instentansous communication of
thought.

This is not only a- age of great ve-
geareh into the hidden revelations, so
tu speak, of things revealed in the
world of matter and mind, but it is an
age of greal DISPLAY cuntrasted with
the ages that have happily passed
away, and are only brought before us
as a dicam of the world.

Enter 2 museum, of which there
are hundreds scattered over the face
of civilization, and there you behold
a display of natural curiosities, such
as would drive the peasantry of the
middle ages, yes, even the divines of
those ages, could they arise and see,
to almost doubt their former exis~
tence. And to understand the nature
of these curiosities, and their uses
and places in the scale of crestion, 18

not the work of years, buta lecturer,
of which there are thousands, would,
in half & dozen winter evexsings, lead
the most unlettered in his sudience to
comprehend his suhject. And go bt
overy other depurtment of numan en-
quiry, display—panorama, under the
direction of a competent lecturer, is a
achool of no mean importance, into
which the mass of most every village
may now enter, and there understand
the realities that ev. :ywhere pervade
the universe.

Buch being the means of ecquiring
kunowledge at the present time, it is
not necessary that the great mass of
readers of the presen day should be
able to trace the intricacy of the nicer
rudiments of astronomy, or understand
all the complex problems connected
with metaphisical science, to be nble
to breathe the full inspiration of their
greatness. And though there be no
royal road to knowledge, sul), there
1s a road, the pathsof which arestrew-
ed with pleasures and infinite beau—
ties, by which the most unlettered may
be led to view the best and nohlest of
those wonders which the sciences has
unfolded. There is a great difference
between the display of truth and the
demonstration of il. The mass of
society may be fit subjects of the one
while not at all for the other. {a for-
mer ages, the demonstration of ap-
struse problems was the work of the
schools, where tros¢ eversthing intel-
lectual was eonfined, withont uttempt~
ing to display or unfold either pure
or abstract science to the ‘great body
of soctety, But a happy change has
since passed over the face of the
moral and iatellectusl horizon,—the
people, it is true, are not all reade s
of Newton’s Principia; but they can,
and are to a great extent, made to
understand many of the great princi-
ples that eperate in the construction
and machinery and workings of mmnd
and matter,—and of the mind and
mejesty of Him who is che author of
all thinge,

Man, from childhood, deserves an



