EXCURSION TO GOAT ISLAND. 867

the very consciousness of existence was delightful;
but, with those descending floods of light towering
above us, and filling the echoing shores with their
sublime melody, we were doubly blessed !

When our little boat touched the American shore,
" the question arose as to which method would be the
best to adopt in ascending the giddy height. A covered
way leads to the top of the bank, which is more than
two hundred feet in perpendicular height. Up this
steep our ingenious neighbours have cohstructed on
an inclined plane of boards a railway, on which two
cars run in such a manner that the weight of the
descending car draws up the other to the top of the
bank. Both are secured by a strong cable. By.the
side of tliis railway, and under the same roof, 200
steps lead to the road above. I was too weak to
attempt the formidable flight of steps; and though I
felt rather cowardly while looking at the giddy ascent
of the cars, there was no alternative between choosing
one or the other, or remaining behind. The American /
and his little boy were already in the car, and I took
my seat behind them. When we were half-way, the
question rose in my mind—*What if the cable should
give way, where should we land ?” “You’ll know
that when the tail breaks,” as the Highlander said
when bolding on to the wild boar; and I shut my
eyes, determined not to disturb my mind or waken
my fears by another glance below.

“ Why do you shut your eyes?” said the American.
I thought the English were all brave.”

I never was a coward till after I came to North
America,” said I, laughing; and I felt that I ought
to be as brave as a lion, and not injure the repu-




