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Brenda her firm friend. Belle, naturally enough, was

not so ready to change her point of view. When she

did permit herself to show greater cordiality towards

Julia, it was rather because she had a full apprecia-

tion of what it would mean to her to have a girl of

Julia's wealth her friend. It was hard for Belle to take

an impersonal view of anything, and this, perhaps, was

largely the reason why she became of less consequence

in the little set which had been called "The Four

Club." As the others of the quartette grew older,

Belle's selfishness became more and more disagreeable

to them. Although there was still a quartette of friends,

Julia began to have the fourth place, while Belle

gradually withdrew to the more congenial society of

Frances Pounder. But in saying this I am anticipating

a little, for Belle retained her interest in the Rosas long

enough to be one of those who helped move the little

family to the little house which had been chosen for

them in Shiloh.
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