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as these Radisson felt himself safe and
went on board the Prince Rupert
accompanied by Gillam. Heintroduced
his two companions into the captain’s
room without any notice on the part
of Gillam the elder, and the mate
and another man he had with him.
Leaning across the table, upon which
was deposited a bulky bottle of rum,
Radisson whispered to the honest cap-
tain that he had a secret of the highest
importance to communicate if he would
but dismiss the others. Gillam readily
sent away the mate, but would not dis-
miss his second attendant until Radis-
son, again in a whisper, informed him
that the black-bearded man in the
strange head-gear was his son.

After communicating this intelligence
the pair had their own way. The next
few moments were devoted to embraces
and to an interchange of news, for
Captain Gillam and Benjamin had not
met for two years. The sire could not
refrain from imparting to his son that
he was running a great risk; he de-
clared it would be ruinous to him if it
got to the Governor’s ears that there
was any collusion between them.
Radisson again professed his friend-
ship, but added that in his opinion
neither of the parties had any right to
be where they were, he having taken
possession for the King of France.
“ This territory is all His Most
Christian Majesty’s,” he said. ‘*The
fort we have built yonder we call Fort
Bourbon, and none have any right
here but such as own allegiance to
Louis XIV.” He observed that nothing
would cause a rupture of the friendly
relations now subsisting between
French and English but that trade in
peltries, trade which he had too great
reason to fear they hoped to initiate
with the Indians in the spring.

Thereupon the elder Gillam coolly re-
sponded that the ship he commanded,
and the spot on which they were then
assembled, belonged not to himself,
but to the Hudson’s Bay Company.

¢ With regard to the trade, gentle-
men,” said he, ‘‘you have nothing to
fear from me. Even though I don’t
carry a solitary beaver back to the

Thames, I shall not trouble myself,
being sure of my wages.”

This interview was prolonged. The
healths of the Kings of France and
England, Prince Rupert and M. Colbert
(quite in ignorance of the deaths of the
two last named) were drunk with zeal
and enthusiasm. In the midst of all
this, that which Radisson had antici-
pated, occurred. Governor Bridgar,
notified of Radisson’s return, came to
the ship in hot haste. On his joining
the group he remarked meaningly that
the fort the French had constructed
must be nearer than he had been given
to think, since its commandant could
effect so speedy a return. He evinced
himself very uneasy in mind concerning
the Frenchman’s intentions. Before
their departure, young Gillam came
very near being betrayed. He was
partially recognized by one of the
traders who accompanied the Governor.
But thematter passed off withoutserious
consequences.

None too soon did the party return
to young Gillam’s fort on the island,
for a tremendous blizzard ensusd,
sweeping the wholecountry, and forcing
Radisson to remain for some days with-
in doors. As soon as the storm had
subsided, however, Radisson started
off, declining Gillam’s offer of his second
mate to accompany him back to the
French settlement.

““[ managed to dissuade him,” he
writes, ‘‘having my reasons for wish-
ing to conceal the road we should take.
On leaving we went up from the fort to
the upper part of the river, but in the
evening we retraced our steps and next
morning found ourselves in sight of the
sea into which it was necessary to enter
in order to pass the point and reach
the river in which was our habitation.
But everything was so covered with ice
that there was no apparent way of pass-
ing further. We found ourselves, in-
deed, so entangled in the ice that we
could neither retreat nor advance to-
wards the shore to make a landing.
It was necessary, however, that we
should pass through the ice or perish.
‘We remained in this condition for four
hours without being able to advance or



