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ognomy of two of them, whom the author has photographed for his
frontispiece, we should say that they certainly do not belong, as
M. Bérard and, we believe, Baron Humboldt have supposed, to those
. Mongol races, which, under the names of “Laps” and ¢ Finns,”
lllhlblt the same latitades of the Européan continent. They scem
rather to approach the type of some of the gribes of the North-
American Indians; and the resemblance of their habits of life and
traditions points to the same conclusion. They are small of stature,
five feet two inches being rather a high standard for the. men, but
of great strength and activity, and they have a marvellous power of
enduring fatigue, cold, and hunger
The name “ Esquimaux,” by which we, designate them, is a
.French form of an Indian word, 4ish-ke-um-oog (pronounced Es-ke-
moag)—meaning in the Cree language, “ He eats raw flesh;” and in
fact they are the only race of North- American savages who live habitu-
ally and entirely on raw flesh. .In their own language they are called
Innuit—1. e. the people par excellence. Formerly they had chiefs,
and a sort of feudal system among them; but this has disappeared,
and they have now no political organisation whatever, and no authority
among them, except that of the husband over his wives and children.
Their theology—so far 3s we can arrive at it—teaches that there is
one Supreme Being, whom they call ¢ Anguta,” who created the ma-
terial universe; and a secondary divinity (the daughter of Anguta),
called * Sidne,” through whose agency he created all living things,
animal and vegetable. The Innuits beligve in a heaven and a hell, and
the eternity of future rewards and punishments. Success and happi-
ness, and benevolence shown to others, they consider the surest marks
of predestination to eternal happiness in the next world ; and they hold
it to be as certain that whoever is killed by accident or commits suicide
goes straight to heaven, as that the crime of murder will in all cases
be punished eternally in hell. They seem hardly to secure the attri-
bate of omnipotence to their ¢ Supreme Being;” for, in their account
of the creation of the world, they affirm that his first attempt to create
a man was a decided failure—that is to say, he produced a white
man. A second attempt, however, was crowned with entire success,
in the production of an Esquimaux or Innuit—the faultless proto-
type of the human race. A tradition of a deluge, or  extraordinary
high tide,” which covered the whole earth, exists among the Esqui-
maux; and they have certain customs which they observe with
religious reverence, although they can give no other reason or ex-
planatxon of them except immemorial tradition. ¢ The first Innui
did so” is always their answer when questloned on the subject.
Thus, when a reindeer, or any other animal, is killed on land, a por-




